MEMOIRS 


OF THE 


Count de FOR BIN, 


COMMODORE 
Inthe Navy of France 


AND 


Knight of the Order of St, Tene 


CONTAINING 


His pleafant Narrative of the Voyages hé 
made to the Baft-lidios, &c, and of the great Honours 
paidto him at the Court of Sia, where he was re+ 
ferr’d to be the King’s High-Admiral, Generali ime 
of his Troops, and Governor of the Tower of Bancockt 

His particu'ar Accounr of the Bate ar La Hocus, and 
other Fights that he was engaz’d in, during Forty-four 
Years that he fpent in the Sea-Service + * 

And his Secret History 

Of te’ Chevalier de Sz. GEORGE'S Expedition in 17084 
from Dunkirk to Scotland in which he had the {pe= 
cial Charge of the Chevalier’s Perfon. in 


« 


Tranflated from the FRENCH. 
ere ee 
In TWoO VOLUMES. : 
VOL. a 





LONDON: 


Printed for J. PeMnErron, at the Golden Buck againgt 
St. Dunften’s Church in Fleet-ftreer. 


M.DCCXXXE 


MEMOIRS 


OF THE 


Count de FOR BIN, 


COMMODORE 
Inthe Navy of France 


AND 


Knight of the Order of St, Tene 


CONTAINING 


His pleafant Narrative of the Voyages hé 
made to the Baft-lidios, &c, and of the great Honours 
paidto him at the Court of Sia, where he was re+ 
ferr’d to be the King’s High-Admiral, Generali ime 
of his Troops, and Governor of the Tower of Bancockt 

His particu'ar Accounr of the Bate ar La Hocus, and 
other Fights that he was engaz’d in, during Forty-four 
Years that he fpent in the Sea-Service + * 

And his Secret History 

Of te’ Chevalier de Sz. GEORGE'S Expedition in 17084 
from Dunkirk to Scotland in which he had the {pe= 
cial Charge of the Chevalier’s Perfon. in 


« 


Tranflated from the FRENCH. 
ere ee 
In TWoO VOLUMES. : 
VOL. a 





LONDON: 


Printed for J. PeMnErron, at the Golden Buck againgt 
St. Dunften’s Church in Fleet-ftreer. 


M.DCCXXXE 





echt onic 
SO DUE NO RO BO 


ASAD SS een eee Ok ened 


MEMOTIRS 


Ov THE, | 
Count De Forain, &c, 


829, HE Motive that inAuences 
; gj moft Writers to publith their 
oh Memoirs being a View only 
Earths to their own Praife, no 
wonder that Truth has feldom much 
* fhare in their Compofitions. Their 
Fondnefs to fet off their own Cha- 
tatters. to Advantage, and their De- 
fire to pleafe and Captivate the Reader 
' by furprizing Narrations, put them 
upon frequent recourfe to Adventures 
- that are meerly fictitious, or fuch at 
leaft as are ftulf’d with fo many falfe 
: Circumttances, that tis fcarce poffible 
to diftinguith the Truth, where "tis fo 
confeunded with its contrary, 
TuERe’s another fort of Writers 
who don’t run quite into this Extreme, 
and whofe Veracity may be depended 
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on in all other refpeéts; but yet when 
they come to touch upon any Part of, 
their own Conduct that has been de- 
fective, they han’y the Refolution to 
mention it without fome Glofs to pal- 
liate it. From hence it happens, that 
both the one and the other deviate al- 
mich alike from what ought to be the 
Aim of a judicious Writer, and that 
inftead of (publifhing Works of Ufe 
to Mankind, they abufe the Credulity 
of the Reader, who, very often, for 
want of being better initructed from 
other Hands, fwallows Fiction for 
Truth, or elfe forms wrong Ideas 
in his Brain concerning many Incidents 
which would have been worth his 
Knowledge, if they had been truly 
convey’d to him. Thus, when a Man 


‘ought rather to have employ’d the 


Time in perafing 2 Work of folid In- 
{truétion, he finds he has no more Ad- 
vantage to boatt of, than if he had 
been reading a trifling Romance. 

As there is no Crime which a Man 
of Honour would fcorn more than to 
impofe thus upon the Publick, it was 
my chicf Refolution to write nothing 
in thefe Memoirs but what was ftrictly 
true, not only in my Account of_Mat- 
ters, where I was an Aor and an 
Eye-witnefs ; but in the Difcovery of 
my own Faults, which, the east 

wi 
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will have feveral Opportunities of ob- 167 RY: 
ferving, I have expofed, without the aw 
Teatt Pastiality in my own Favour. 

I hope he will not think thé worfe of 

me for being fo juft, and that while he 

reaps Inftruction from any Good or 

Harm that I have done, he will, for 

the Sake of my Sincerity, forgive any 

Error in the Stile of a Warrior naetitd 

to the Pen, and whofe only Aim is to 

be underftood, without befhe incum- 

ber’d with the Ornaments of Diétion. 

Iwas born Augujt the 6th, Anno 1 656. His Birth 
at Gardanne, a Village of Provence,” I eee 
fhall not detain you with an Account 
of my Family 5 the Name of Forsin 
being very well known, becaufe of the 
many Gentlemen of that Name who 
have diftinguith’d themfelves, not only 
in the Church, but by the Sword, and 
at the Bar. 

If the Aétions of a Child are, as His untue 
they fay, an Indication of what he will ee 
be at Years of Maturity, ’tis certain Child. 
that they who were then about me, 
muft imagine I was deftin’d to give 
and take abundance of Blows; for my 
natural Temper being lively, turbulent 
and. impetuous, I play’d a Thoufand 
unlucky Pranks, was apt to domineer 
over my Play-fellows, and if they 
made ever fo little Refiitance, we 
were fure to lug one another by the 

Ba ~ Hair, 
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3675. Hair, and go to Fighting. When I 
hey-w cou’d not gain my Point by Boxing 
and Kicking, I fell to throwing of 
Stones, and fcarce a Day paffed over 
my Head, but the Relations of the 
Striplings I had beat, made heavy 
Complaints againft me,- though all 
Chaftifement was thrown away upon 
me, Severity only render’d me the 
more untegctable. 
Fis tha. Ong Day that my Father fhut me 
taviony up in a Chamber for I know not 
Fathercon. what Fault, after I had quite tired my 
Amdhim. felf with bawling and thundering to 
no Purpofe at the Door, Iwas in fuch 
a Rage that I pluck’d off a good deal 
of my Hair, and knock’d my Head 
againft the Wall to fuch a Degree, that 
when they came and open’d the Door, 
they found me all over bloody, my 
Head almoft bald, and full of 
Bumps. 
atigrather's IN thofe early Days, before I fearce 
Death. knew my Father, I loft him; fo that 
being the younger Brother of a nu- 
merous Family, I had no Chance left, 
when Icame to Years of Difcretion, 
but to find out the Means of fupporting 
the Honour of my Birth with the Ad- 
vantages which Fortune then deny’d 
me. 
- Encounters. I HAD no Hopes to attain to this 


Dor aMad Point, but from that Fund of Courage 
and 
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and Intrepidity which ftood me in 1675. 
great ftead afterwards upon {everal ae 
Occafions, and which at Ten Years of 

Age fav’d me from a kind of Death 

that _wou’d have been equally Cruel - 

_ and Tragical: For a Mad Dog, which 


was the Terror of the whole Neich- 
bourhood, came up to hha 
foaming at the Mouth, butAritfour 
flinching I ftood my Grefnd, and 


holding out my Hat to him, which 
I let go that very Moment, I took. 
him. by one of the Hind-Legs, and. 
with a Knife inftantly ripp’d up his 
Guts, in prefence of ‘a great Number 
of People that were come to my 
Refcue. 2 
Iwas not a little elevated with the Rots his % 
fine Things that were faid of me after aman 
fo bold an Adventure ; and by extol- 
ling. my Courage beyond the Compafs 
of my Age, I found my Fleart glow 
with an Ardour which I had never yet 
experienced, Atthe firft Blaze of it, 
T took the Freedom to tell my Mother, 
my Fondnefs for Arms, and that as I 
was defirous. to humour my Inclination, 
I hop’d the wou’d not oppofe it; add- 
ing, that all I wanted of her was a 
Child’s Portion, which would enable 
me to go to the Army. The Propo- 
fal was fo ill received, that fhe im- 
mediately gave me a flat Denial, and 
B 3 when . 
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1675. when I offer’d to infift on it, I met 
with a proper Chaftifement. This 
Proceeding ftung me fo to the Quick, 
that I refolved to leave the Houfe, and 
go and complain to my Brother, who 
liv’d four Leagues from Gardanne, ata 
lace call’d St. Marcel. He fhew’d 
juft @inuch Regard to my Complaints 
as they deferved, that is to fay, none 
at all; upon which finding that he had 
Théughts of fending me back again, 
T refolv’d to prevent him. To this 
end I ftole fome Pieces of Plate, and 
run away to Marfelles, with a Defign 
there to lift myfelf a Soldier, and to 
turn my Plunder into Money ; but, as 
ill Luck would have it, one Romien a 
Hugonot Goldfmith, to whom I ap- 
ply’d to convert my Prize into Cath, 
finding the Arms of the Forbin Family 
upon it, advertifed it, which occafion’d 
my being taken up and carried back 
to my Mother, who fent me to board 
with a neighbouring Prieft. 

Fieapes to _. Mv Head being fo full of warlike 
Marfeitier. Notions, ’tis natural to fuppofe that I 
did not long conform to that Con- 

ftraint. One Day, as the Prieft was 

going to correét me for fome trivial 

Fault, I threw my Inkhorn at his 

Heads; upon this he made up to me 

with fuch an angry Countenance, that 
dreading what might be the Confe- 

quences 
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quences of his Refentment, I threw 167 5.- 
myfelf headlong from a Terrafs above ~\e 
ten Foot high, being refolved to ven- 
ture the breaking of a Leg or an Arm 
rather than undergo the Mortification 
of fubmitting to a Punifhment which 
T did not think Ideferved: Buta Heap 
of Dung that lay under the Teprats 
efav’d me from the ea ee A cat 
a Leap; and improving the~rair Op- 
portunity, I took to my Heels and 
ran with all the Speed I cou’d make 
to Marfeilles, to my Uncle Forsin 
Garpane, who having the Command 
of a Galley, receiv’d me with pleafure, 
and having put me in the Habit of a 
Cadet, carry’d me aboard his Veflel, 
where I began to be called the Cueva- 
LIER DE Forsin. 
Waren a Man enters the Service fo His Ren- 
oung as did, and with fo much Fire Witn'a' ca. 
im his Blood, he is very apt to be fur- 4et. 
prized into a falfe and dangerous Deli- 
cacy on the Point of Honour. This 
Rock, fo fatal to all young Men, I 
cou’d not avoid, for in the very firf 
Compaign I made, while the Gallies 
lay at Cioutat, 1 drew my Sword for 
a very Trifle, upon one CouLon a 
Cadet. The Rencounter was fo much 
to my Advantage, that I difarm’d my 
Man 3 and this firft Victory made me fo 
vain, that I did not doubt but my Com- 
B 4 rades 
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1675. fades wou’d be very circumfpect and 
“ware cautious for the future of provoking 
me, 
“MisRewad THIS Trial of my Manhood was 
for it. highly pleafing tomy Uncle; and the 
Marthal de Vivonne who command- 
ed, making Allowance for the Vivacity 
moiengepung Man full of Mettle, who 
~ IZ" be outragious when he thinks. 
himfelf ‘Fikonted, was fo far from 
calling me to an Account for it, that 
he gave me the Flag as a Reward for 
my Courage. I ferv’d on board the 
Gallies feveral Campaigns, . which I 
thall pafs over in Silence, for fear leit I 
fhould tire my Reader, by detaining 
him too long on the firft Stage of my 
Life. 

In the Year 1675, the Marfhal 
de Vivonne having Orders to command 
the Naval Army that was to go to the 
Relief of Mefina, carry’d the Com- 
pany of Guards to Toulon, where they 
ftay’d till all things were ready for 
their Departure. During this Interval, 
i had a Quarrel with one of my 
Comrades call’d Vitrecrose. We 
drew our Swords, and in this fecond 
Duel I had all the Advantage again, 
without any bad Confequence. Some 
Days after, playing at Mall, I hada 
Skirmith too with Broo, another of 
the Marine Guards. He was a Man 

every 


Mis fecond 
Duel, 
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every Inch of him, and, after fome 1675. 
high Words had pafs’d betwixt us, he 

put ona difdainful Look, and chuck’d 

me under the Chin, as if he meant to 

treat me like a Boy. Being nettled at 

this Affront (for I could not bear e Knocks a 
fee my Youth defpifed) I gave him fuch Man down: 
a ceeiible Blow a ou Head wien the ta 
Mallet, that he drop’d dow~at my + 
Feet, and, had it noc been for one of 

my Comrades that wrefted the Mallet 

out of my Hand, I fhould have dif. 
patch’d him at one Blow. 

’T 1s worth remarking by the Way, Aaa ae 
that both thefe Quarrels were the Effet Tatench, ot 
of the idle Life we led at Toulon. From mae Noe 
hence it appears, that they who have 
the Care and Management of young 
Officers, cannot find them too much 
Employment; for tho’ the King in his 
great Wifdom and Goodnefs feems to 
have made fafficient Provifion for this 
Purpofe, by appointing Academies in 
all Places, yet, notwithttanding all the 
different Exercifes we were putto, they 
who only ftudy’d out of Compulfion, 
and without any ‘Tafte, which was the 
greateft Number, had many idle Hours 
upon their Hands, as will ‘be feen by 
what I am going to relate. 

Wuen our Academical Exercifes Gaming & 
were ended, Gaming was the common Qanis 
Recreation, which gave Birth to a 

Bs thoufand - 
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1675. thoufand Quarrels every Day, among; 
wrew the Guards. St. Pol, one of my Com- 
rades, play’d at Piquet one Day with 
the Chevalier de Gourdon, and won 20 
Crowns of him; but the Difficulty was 
how toget the Money from him, for the 


alter had not a Sous in his Pocket, 
: .\Pol infifting ftrenuoufly on Sa- 
tisfactionMthey had like to have drawn 


He tends UPON one another. But to prevent it, 
Moneytoa I put my Hand in my Pocket, and 
poker paid the 20 Crowns for the Chevalier, 
who promifed to let me have them 

again forthwith. But he was not as 

good as his Word ; and whether it was 

tor Want of Money or Honefty, I know 

not, but he faw me again and again, 

without taking the leait Notice of it. 

My Patience being tired at his Silence, 

which I took as a Sort of Affront, [ 

ask’d him more than once for my Mo- 

ney, but was always put off with forry 
Excufes, and fruitlefs Promifes. At 

length, after a great many Delays, and 

being prefs’d by Neceility, (for, Thanks 

to the Fate of younger Brothers, I was 

often out of Cath) I refolved to bring 

His Strata the Affair to a fpecdy Iffue. For this 
fen. End I put on a Sword by my Side 
which had a Hilt of Iron, and, thus 
accouter’d, went to the Chevalier and 

asked him, if he had any Thoughts 

of paying me. He ftill endeavour’d 

to 
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to put me off with the ufual Anfwer, 167 §. 
upon which I laid hold: on his Silver- we 
hilted Sword, and giving him mine in ¥ 
Exchange for it, I told him, I would 

reftove bim bis Sword, when be paid me 

the Money. 

Bur I am obliged to declyre the 
whole Truth of the Matter. The Chea 
valier de Gourdon was very young when 
this Adventure happen’d, neverthelefs 
it made fuch a Noife, that his Uncle the 
Count de Beuil the Captain of the Galley, 
complained of it to the Governor of HisRebum 
Gardanne who reprimanded me fevere- sosts 
ly, and obliged me to return the Swords 
but, ftrange that Officers of their Un- 
derftanding fhould be guilty of fuch an 
Error | they never took Care for the 
Payment of the 20 Crowns, and much 
lefS for reconciling us, which was‘at- 
ended with very fatal Confequences, 
as wé fhall fee in its Place. 

Every Thing being ready for the siege ana 
Departure of the Flect, we failed for Nie 
Mefina, which, the Spaniards having, oe 
befieged by Sea and Land, was reduced 
to the utmoft Extremity, infomuch, 
that the People, after having fpent 
the little Stock of Corn they had left, 
were glad to eat Shoe-Leather, or other 
Things {till more fhocking to Nature. 

In fhort, being able to hold out no 
longer, they were juft going to fur- 
B 6 render 
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1675. render when we appeared in Sight, with 
Sy a great Number of Tranfports laden 
with Corn, under the Convoy of nine 
Bagaze Men of War. At our Arrival, the 
ment atthe Enemy came out of the Fare and at- 
Hie’ tack*d us; whereupon a bloody Battle 
enfuea, during which, the Chevalier de 
Lalkjelle who commanded Six of the 
‘King’s Ships, and who had been blocked 
upin the Harbour, by the Enemy, ever 
fince the Beginning of the Siege, failed 

out and join’d us. 
The joyful As foon as the Spaniards perceiv’d it, 
Reception. they fled, and if M. de Vivonne had pur- 
femneinthe fued them, they had been intallibly de- 
~ ftroyed, but the Marthal confidering 
how much the Town wanted Relief, 
fuffered them to make the beft of their 
Way, after having taken only one of 
their Men of War. He was received 
by the Town as it were in Triumph, 
amid the Acclamations of all the nu- 
merous Inhabitants, who, with a loud 
Voice proclaim’d him their Deliverer, 
and in Acknowledgment of fo great a 
Favour, paid him the Title and Ho- 
nours of a Viceroy, all the Time he 
ftaid there. Meffina being thus freed 
from its Blockade by Sea, the nexec 
Thing was to raife that by Land: For 
this End the Marthal obliged the Guards 
of the Standard to buy Horfes, that 
“they might be able to keep up with 
him, 


Count Dt Forestry. 


» 83 
him, ‘after which, having chofen the 1675. 
Flower of the Citizens, he caufed a nnn 


vigorous Salley to be made, drove the A Sally 


Enemy from all their Pofts, and fet 


made, and 


ie Siege 


the Town entirely free. Not many Tifed 


Days after this, M. Duquene Lidute- 
nant General was detach’d with Aome 


Ships and Galleys to attack the Towa ~ 


of doffa: The firft Thing he did wae7 


f. 
cannonading it for feveral Days, after fae ate 


which, the Troops being put on Shore, taken, 


we ftorm’d and took the Place. The 
Forts furrender’d three Days after, gl- 
mott without making any Defence ; and 
thus ended the Campaign, upon which, 
the Guards of the Standard were dif. 
banded. 


Nor being able to bear the Thoughts Our Au. 
of that idle Life I was like to lead for tr Ad- 


Want of Employment, I wrote to the 
Bailiff de Forkin, who commanded the % 
Mufqueteers, that he would pleafe to 
admit me into his Company ; he con- 
fented with all his Heart; but, as I 
had never ferved any where, except at 
Sea, I was a miferable Rider, and 
knew nothing at all of a Horfe ; fo that 
the Company muft needs think I was a 
young Man that wanted Difcipline. 
My Horfe had the Misfortune to have 
the Strangles, and one Day when he 
was ty’d up with the reft of the Bri- 
gade, Prully, one of the Mufqueteers, a 
noted 


of 


miffion into 


Company | 
the Muf. * 


eteers, 
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167 5. noted Braggadocio, unty’d him, and 
wen out of Spite, or fome other Motive, 
let him run loofe about the Stables. 
When I return’d, and found my Horfe 
outof his Rank, I could not help letting 
fall ome bitter Words againft the Man 
who Lad play’d me fuch a fcurvy Prank. 
BS ‘Whether Prully defpifed my Youth, or 
Hissxir- whether he did it to try my Mettle, 
bili Wie he laid his Hand upon my Hat. At 
os ewig that very Inftant, not confidering that 
is Horie . Gs 

Loofe. it was a Crime to fight where I was, 
I drew my Sword, and we made feve- 
ral Paffes at one another, but were foon 
parted by feveral of the other Muf- 
quetecrs; one of whom acquainting 
Prully that the Bailiff was my Kinfman, 
he thought it his beft Way to go and 

ask his Pardon for what had paffed. 
1676. THE Year following, the Troops 
www had Orders to go to Flanders 5 the 
Hist Ac King, who commanded them in Perfon, 
ee being refolved to open the Campaign 
Friend the with the Siege of Conde. It was during 
Liv, this Siege, that I firft became acquaint- 
ed with the Count de Lue; we both 
ferved in the fame Company, and the 
Friendthip we then contracted was fo fo- 
lidand intire, that it has never been in- 
; terrupted fince, and in all Probability, 
"The Sicges Will Iaft to the Grave. In the mean 
ef Code, time the Siege was carried on with fuch 
andefire. Vigour, that, after eight Days open 
: Trenches, 
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Trenches, the King gave Orders for a “1676. 
Storm, in ‘which the Mufqueteers were sAnw 
the firft that atrack’d, and the Place , 

was taken. From Conde we marche’ 

to Bouchain, which was carried in, the 

fame Manner, and with the Siege of 

Aire the Campaign concluded, after 

which the King returned to Paris, 

whither the Mufqueteers had Orders to 

follow him. The reft of this Year we rhe fre. 
lay very quiet, only I was often clapt gun Sor 
up in Prifon for the Sallies of my our Author 
Youth, for which, the Bailiff gave me aa 
no Quarter. 

Tue next Year chang’d my Deftiny, 1677, 
for I was again entered into the Sea- wre 
Service, made Enfign on board a. Ship, 
andorderedto the Station at Breff. Before 
T fec out, I was very defirous to make 
a Tour to Provence, and, to fay the . 
Truth, - I had great Need of it, my 
fmall Equipage being quite out of Re- 
pair. I fhould not have been in a Con- 
dition to have undertaken the Journey, 
if the Abbot de Luc (now the Bifhop 
of Aix) had not generoufly relieved me 
out of Trouble, and put Money in my 
Pocket. Juftas I was fetting out, who 
fhould I fee, but 2 poor Kinfman of 
mine, who, having no Money to carry 
him home, came to let .me know his 
forrowful Cafe: I had fuch a Concern 
for his Misfortune, that I faid to him, 

; Coufin, 
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1677, Coufin, there’s all the Money I have, 

& urww Iam forry there is not enough to carry 

, Hit Jour us both in the Poft-Chaife ; but what 

vence on then? Rather than abandon you, I will 

Hoot, for foot it all che Way with you, in which 

Money. Cafe, the Sum I have will be fufficient 

for us both. Upon this, we took a 

Couple of Shirts in our Pockets, and 

with each a long Stick in his Hand, 

i which look’d like the Staff ofa Pilgrim, 

Rites Pott we fet out for Provence. Wecontinued 

from 4ixt© together till we came to ix, where I 

for Fear of took Poft for Marfeilles, becaufe I 

Shame. fhould have been quite afhamed to have 

entered the Town on Foot. My old 

Comrades, after embracing me, natu- 

rally ask’d, How I came from Paris? 

to which I anfwered (without the leaft 
Hefitation) that I rode Pof. 

Arrer having recruited a little, I 
was refolved, before I went to Bref, 
to go to Toulon, to take Leave of one 
of my Brothers, and an Uncle. The 
very next Day after my Arrival, who 
fhould I meet there, but the Chevalier 
de Gourdon, who was now an Enfign 
of the Marine, and, as Time had ripen- 
ed his Courage, he remember’d how I 
had affronted him by taking his Sword 

‘ from him, and was refolved to have 
"His Ren- Satisfaction. We fought before the 
with the Bifhop’s Palace: I gave him one Thruft 
de Gourden, in the Belly, and another in the Neck, 

; where, 
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where, by a Parry, my Sword refted. ; 677. 
Being thereby difarmed, I received a < : 
Wound in my Side, which made me / 
retreat a few Paces, and, juft at that 
Inftant, my Sword, which was thrzit® 

in the Chevalier’s Neck, dropping to 

the Ground, he took it up, and, as 
Iwas rufhing in upon him, he pre- 

fented the Points of both Swords to 

me 3; bidding me keep off ; you are 
difarm'd , there, take your Sword you 

have run me through ; but Iam a Man 

of Honour. He had no fooner fpoke 

thefe Words, but he fell down dead ; 

upon which I immediately thought of 
nothing elfe but how to get off, by 
making my way thro’ the Populace 

that were affembled. 

As much difturb’d in my MindasI His Re. 
wasat that Junéture, I cou’d not help feGion oa 
admiring the Generofity of the Cheva- lier’s Gene. 
lier, who fpar’d my Life when it was fparng bie 
in his Power to have taken it ; and who Lit. 
had fo much Honour as to moderate his 
Paffion in his laft Moments. And asI 
now write this in cool Blood, I aétually 
think it fo gallant an A@tion, that it 
doubles the Concern I always had for 
having taken away the Life of fo gene- 
rousan Enemy, tho’ in Defence of my 
own. 

Tuo’ this Duel made too great a 
Noife for me to expect that the Law 
‘ wou'd 
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1677,, woud take no Cognizance of it, yet 
\eaypny there was an apparent Difpofition to fa- 
TheCouts vour me; for in the Information which 
good Vor was granted to profecute the Murderer, 
feapingPro- my Name was not mention’d, but a 
fecution. 

Perfon unknown was accus’d of com- 
mitting it. The Chevalier de Gourdon’s 
Father, who was extremely afflicted for 
the Death of his Son, fenta Gentleman 
to the Spot to inform himfelf of the. 
Truth of the Faét, and being convinc’d 
that we had done nothing irregular, he 
enter’d no Procefs. Here I cannot but 
reflect, that if they who made me re- 
ftore the Chevalier’s Sword, had taken 
the wife Precautions I. mention’d be- 
fore, this Misfortune wou’d never have 
happen’d. 
“His Jour- WueEN my Wound was cur’d, I went 
neyeobe to Bref, thinking the unhappy Aflait- 
Bfeape |_was entirely hufh’d ; but as a Man is 
en Advice feldom without fome Enemy he does 
eat not dream of, one Burgues, a Man to 
pretend whom I never did Good nor Harm, 
nlm wrote to M. Cotsrrt, that I had 
fought a Duel with the Chevalier de 
“Gourdon, and kill’d him. The Mini- 
fter, in pure Complaifance to the Bailiff 
de Fourbin, acquainted him of the ill 
Office that had been done to me; and 
faid, that he cou’d not avoid givin; 
Orders to take me up. The Bailiff, 
however, obtain’d the Favour of him 
‘ to 
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to defer ifluing his Warrant till the 1677. 
next Poft, to give time. at leaft for the era 
Bailiff to advertife me of it, which he ° 

did accordingly ; and by the fame Pott i 
receiv’d 20 Letters upon that Account 

from as many different Perfons ; which 

were all in this Stile: Upon Receipt of 

thefe Lines, be gone from Brekt, and change 

jour Name; for Orders are given to ap- 
prebend you. I took the Hint, and fet 

out Pott for Paris. 

As the King never pardon’d Duelifts, His Trial 
Iwrote to my Brother in Provence, to ome 
caufe freth Articles to be exhibited demnation, 
againft me, and to bring on my Trial. ferro" 
What I defir’d, was obtain’d ‘without Pardon. 
much Difficulty ; the Parliament of 
4ix condemn’d me to lofe my Head ; 
and it appearing by the Procefs, that 
Thad not fought a Duel, I eafily ob- 
taif’d a Pardon, which I pleaded after 
a few Hours Imprifonment at Aix, whi- 
ther I immediately fet out; and. thus 
my Affair wasended. As foonas I was 
at Liberty, my Family, who had their 
Reafons for my not ftaying in the Coun- 
try, furnith’d me with a little Mule; 
after which I was oblig’d to think of 
returning forthwith to fettle myfelf in 
my former Employment. 

Brine at Lyons, I fell in with the 
Carrier going to Paris, who goes that 
Road fo often, that Travellers are glad 

of 


20 MEMOIRS of the 


1677, of hisCompany. A Canon of Chartres 
wal was along with him alfo, who came 
His De. \ from Mav/éilles, and had given him his 

aris in bbe to carry. The Canon 
wenn being mounted on a very pretty, black 
elefiaftick. Mare, I rode up to him, and when I 

found from whence he came, we foon 

fcrap’d Acquaintance. 
WE travel’d all three together two: 
Days, and lay at thé fame Inn; but 
being always very meanly lodg’d, and 
forc’d to pay extraordinary for what 
we had ; the Canon and I refolv’d to 
quarter by ourfelves at Night, and keep- 
Company with the Carrier by Day. In 
this we found our Account confiderably, 
for we not only far’d better, butcheaper. 
‘Their Ad = WHEN we arriv’d at Coni, we found 
with a cou. tWO Gentlemen going into the Inn, both 
plest.Gen- in the fame Drefs, like Officers of the 
theRoad. Army. We all din’d together, when 
they took an Opportunity to afk us 
whither we were bound ; and hearing 
that the Abbé had left his Portman- 
teau with the Carrier, they offer’d 
him, very courteoufly to take Charge 
of it for him ; faying, that one of them 
wou'd carry it behind him ; that they 
perfectly knew the Road to Paris ; that 
they were exceeding well mounted ; and 
that if we wou’d but keep up with 
them, we fhou’d be the fooner at our 
Journey’s En ¢ Canon thank’d 
1 a On 
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them for their kind Offer; but as we 
were refolv’d to go on in the Pace 
we had begun, they kept Company 
with us, and we all lay together at 
Briare. Next Day wedin’d at Nogent, 
and determin’d to fup at Montargis, 
having left the Carrier a pretty way 
‘behind, not able'to travel fo faft as we 
did, becaufe he had the Care of feve- 
ral laden Beafts. We were almoft 
within a League of Montargis, when 
the two Gentlemen propos’d a By-Road 
to us thro’ a Wood, which, they faid, 
wou'd cut off a great deal of Ground. 
We acquiefe’d, without the leaft Mif- 
truft of any thing; but had not gone 
far, when one of them, while the other 
Joge’d on with the Abbé, ftop’d be- 
hind, and turning his Head about, I 
faw, thro’ the Wood, that he was ex- 

amining the Prime of his Piftol. 
Pn Ewl began, for my own Part, to 
fmell a Rat; and feeing him advancing 
my Way, I turn’d a little out of the 
Road, and alfo took out my Piftol, 
pretending to fee if it was in order. 
He afk’d me what I was doing; upon 
which I faid, that while we were ina 
Wood, it was highly neceflary to be 
upon our Guard. We rode for fome 
time Side by Side ; but when I faw that 
he was endeavouring to get before me, 
I put onmy Mule, and calling to the 
Canon, 
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Canon, I fpoke to him foftly, « M 
* PAbbé, faid I, we are in bad Com- 
* pany for thefe two Companions o 
ours have certainly Mifchief in thei 
Hearts; which, I take it, concern 
you more than myfelf, who have nc 
great Matter to lofe ; however, hap 
pen what will, examine your Piftols 
mine are in good Order ; take Cou 
rage, and let us not be off of ou 
Guard, if there be Occafion.” Thr 
Canon, who wasa hen-hearted Soldier 
being frighted out of his Wits at wha 
Thad been faying, took out his Piftol 
trembling, and furvey’d them ina man 
ner as if he fcarce knew what he wa 
doing ; infomuch, that had it been a 
amore favourable ‘Time and Place, 
fhou’d have Jaugh’d heartily to feehov 
pale and wild he look’d. Ididall tha 
was inmy Power to heartenhim, Sai 
J, « Let us keep thefe two Sparks be 
* fore us; if they attack us, then w 
« will make the beft Defence we can. 
When the Gentlemen perceiv’d that w 
miftrufted them, they were full of thei 
Jefts upon it. In the mean-time, w 
were got. out of the Wood into th 
High-Road, and arriv’d at Montarg: 
in very good time. 

One wou’d have thought there ha 
been-an End now of this Adventure 
but notwithftanding our Sufpicions, ou 

unknow: 
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unknown Companions were fo far from _ 16 
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deing re-buff’d, that they offer’d to Gaye 


jodge withus. At Supper they renew'd 
their Banters upon our pannic Terror, 
and made an Otter again to the Abbé 
tocarry his Portmanteau fur him, which 
he cou’d not pertiad: uimfelf by any 
means to treft them with. At-laft, 
‘Bed-time being come, we were all four 
put into one Chamber with threc Beds 
in it, where I fnor’d foundly ; but the 
Canon was fo terrify’d, that he cou’d 
not fleep a wink. 

Two Hours after we were in Bed, 
when they might naturally think we 
were both afleep, one of our Highway- 
men (for fuch they actually were) ftrack 
Fire ; upon which the Canon hawk’d 
and fpit, to let them know he was 
awake ; and they afking him whether 
he wasafleep, How was it pofible, faid 

‘he, Lone'dxfleep, when you make fuch an 


outrageous Noife all Night? The good. 


Abbe, half dead with Fear, call’d out 
feveral times toawake me, but finding 
tltat wou’d not do, he got out of Bed ; 
cand when he had rous’d me, Let us goback, 
faid he, and meet the Carrier for thefe 
swo Men intend us no Good. When they 
faw that we fully knew what they were, 
they did not push the Point any far- 
ther: So that early next Morning they 
deft us, and in four Days we arriv’d at 

Paris; 
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Paris ; where we embrac’d one anothe 


i7YNu upon our happy Deliverance, and the 
‘Their hap- each went his way about his own Af 


py Delive- 


+ Fanceand 


“Arrival at 
* Paris. 


‘The Count 
fees one of 
their Com- 
panions ex- 
ecutedchere 


fairs. 

Ir happen’d, that the King was a 
that time in the Army, and all his Mini 
fters with him ; particularly the Mini 
fter of the Marine: And the worft on’ 
was, that I had not Money enough t 
fubfift me till he return’d. But Bown 
tems, the King’s Firft Valet d 
Chambre, who was my fpecial Friend 
undertook to reftore me to my Employ 
ment, and to get my Name put dowr 
for the Station at Toulon ; withal, affu 
ring me, that I might return to Pro 
vence, and leave the Care of it to him 
Upon his Promife, I made Money o 
my Mule, and prepar’d to be gone 
The Night before I went, as I was paf- 
fing thro’ the Greve, three Highway. 
men were going to be broke upon thi 
Wheel ; and ftopping to fee the Exe 
cution, I prefently difcover’d among 
thofe Wretches, one of the two Fortune. 
hunters with whom the Canon and ] 
had fo lately fallen in Company. The 
Caitiff was a very remarkable Perfon ; 
for his Jaw was fadly batter’dand bruis’d. 
which I remember he told us upon the 
Road, was owing toa Mufket-Shot he 
receiv’d at a Siege. I then plainly faw 
the Danger we had efcap’d ; for I i 
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that thofe two Mifcreants belong’d to 1677 
a Gang of 36 more of the ‘fame kind. NG 
T fought after the Abbé, to tell him 
what I had feen, not doubting, that 
he wou’dbe very glad to find that he 
came off fo well; but I cou’d not hear 
of him, and have never feen him fince, 
Wuen I was propofing to return to 
Thoulon, as Bontems and TY had agreed, 
my Family, in order to do a Pleafure 
tothe ‘Chevalier de Gourdon’s Father, 5, tee 
and to make him fome Kind of Satis. Breft, asEn. 
faction, in Acknowledgment of his Ci- ren oF the 
vility to me, thought fic to fend me to 
Bret, in the Place of one of my Brothers 
an Enfign of the Marine, who ill State 
of Health difabled him from Serving. 
We were, within a Trifle, both of the 
fame Age and Stature, fo that the 
Exchange was not minded >» and [ 
Was admitted, in his Place, without 
‘any: Difficfty. As foon as I arrived 
I was imployed in exercifing the 
Marines, which, as painful as ir was, I 
acquitted myfelf with fo much Circum- 
fpection that our Commanders quickly 
perceived it, and publickly declared their 
Satisfaction. : 
Arrer a little more than two Years 1680, 
Stay, at Bret, I was fent to the Sta- j 
tion at Rochefort, where. went on Board to the ag 
the Squadron commanded by the Count $2.0" 
@& Efirees Vice Admiral, which failed to Wands 
Vou, I, Cc the : 
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1680, the American Wands. We vifited the 
, Coafts of New Spain, and touch’d at 
r Curaffaw, St. Martha, and the City of 
Carthagena : We were then at Peace 
with the Spaniards, and the Marquifs 
@’ Eftrees Son to the Vice Admiral having 
a Mind to go afhore, to vifit the Gover- 
: nor, was named to beone of his Retinue. 
“theirnoble The Governor gave us a very magnifi- 
Entertain- cen¢ Repaft (tho’ a bad one for a 
Gasbagena, Fifh Day) infomuch that it would have 
been difficult to have made an Addition 
to the Profufion with which we were 
ferved ; but every Thing being drefs’d 
after the Spanifh Mode, we cou’d not 

relifh it. 

We were furprized at the Form of 
their Spoons and Forks ; for one Piece 
ferved for both, fupplying a Spoon at 
one End, and a Fork at the other, fo 
that we were obliged to turn them up 

/ and down in our Hands, as Occafion 
“spheReafon Tequir’d., What was more fingular than 
EMihy the Go all, was to fee we were ferved in fuch 
the Span Mafty Plate, that one fingle Dith would 
‘Weft Indies eafily make four of the ftrongeft, after 
waake ule of s . 
Fach heavy the French Manner. I was fo curious 
Plate. as to afk a Spaniard why their Plate 

was fo heavy, and he gave me for An- 
fwer, that the Viceroy and other Go- 
vernors in the Indies, were forbid to re- 
turn to Spain with Coined Maney, but, 
having the Liberty of carrying away as 

ouch 
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much,Plate as they pleafed, they never 1680, 
fail’d to make it turn to Account. wpa 

Waite we ftay’d upon thefe Coafts areeeormaa 
we obferved every Evening about four and Light- 
0’ Clock, fuch Clouds gather round the Bie cote 
Horizon, darting Lightning, and fol- thor Parts 
low’d with terrible Claps of Thunder, ane in 
as always made great Havock in the perfed. 
Town over which they broke. The 
Count a E/trees who was no Stranger to 
thefe Coafts, and who, in his fevera] 
Voyages to America, had been ex pofed 
more than once to thefe Storms, had 
found a Way.to difperfe them by the 
Firing of Cannon. By the fame Me- 
thod he difperfed thofe we faw, which 
the Spaniards perceiving, and, that at 
the fecond or third Difcharge, the 
Clouds _ were intirely fcatter’d, they 
thought it fuch a Prodigy, and were at 
fuch a Lofs to account for it, that they 
feemed to be both furprized and terri- 
fied, fo that we had much ado to con- 
vince them that there was nothing in 
it more than what was natural, 

From Carthagena we failed for Petit Their De,! 
Guavas a Colony belonging to the Sh Done 
French, or Buccaniers in the Tfle of Sz, ae 
Domingo, When we ‘arrived in this great’ ° : 
Road, we found Twenty five French Mente 
Merchant Ships aground Fifty Paces Ships. 
from the Shoar , having been drove 
thither by a Hurricane, which was fo 

C2 violent 
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» 1680. violent that, out of the whole Fleet, 
tery there was only onc fingle Frigate of the 
King’s, commanded by M. de Quoins, 
which, having good Cables and An- 
chors, was not drove afhore, as the 
reft were, but fuitain’d the Fury of 
the Storm till it was beat to Pieces and 
prrequent funk, Hurricanes, generally fpeaking, 
Hurricanes dre fo Violent upon all this Coaft, that 
we obferved mott of the ‘Trees had loft 
Branches, and the Roofs of many 
Houfes built with Stone, were quite 
blown away. 


ec Iw this [fland we found a Company 











ert RIN” Of Buceaniers 5 who had been plunder- 


Ri caille. ing the Town of Marecaille in New- 
Spain, from whence they brought an 
immente Booty, efpecially in Pieces of 
Eight, of which every Man had_ his 
Load. “Phe beft Pare of our Time 

; was fpent in making, merry with them 5 
petit and one Day Gramont their Commander 

“great playing at Patlige with the Marquifs 

Paras @ Eftrees, fet him 10000 Pieces of Light, 

oe ae and made him quit the Dice ; for the 

"W Bfirces at Marquifs, tho’ & confiderable Lord, 

“the Gameof did not think himfelf an equal Match 

j Paflage. 

f for a Gamefter, who, perhaps, had 

Berocodile. 200000 Pieces of Eight in his Cheft. 

pbuneing by Waite we lay in this Road, we 

earner. faw a Cahiman, which is a Sort of Cro- 

; codiie, fkimming along the Surface of 
the Water. My Defire to purfue it, 

: made 
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_;made me jump into a Canoes’ and the “3680. 
Chaplain of the Ship, who was a Re- wy, 
colet Friar, would needs go with-me 5 
but he had Reafon to repent of it very. 
foon, for as we were purfuing the Cro, 
codile among a Parcel of Shrubs that 

* grow in the Sea, we were horribly ftung 
with Mufkettoes, whofe Bites, in that 
Part of the World, are venomous. The The Fryar 
poor Friar, who had only a Gown on, ena 
‘without Drawers, became, in a Moment, toDesth at- 
the Prey of Thoufands of thefe Infedts, Wee as 
which ftinging him from-Head to Foot 
with all their Rage, he was fo fwell’d, 
and in fuch a lamentable Pickle, that, 
while he was groaning under intolerable 
Torture, I carried him aboard again, 
where ‘he was blooded, bath’d all over 
with Brandy, and, with much ado, fer 
upon his Legs again, after he had kept | 
his Bed a whole Fortnight. I believe 
therefore he has Caufe to remember the 
Hunting of the Cahiman as long as he - 
lives : And for my own Part, I did - 
not come off without fome Stings jn ; 
my Face and Hands, - Bee MaRS 

Tue Count having fet fail, we re« Their Ree 
turned from Petit Guavas to the Coatts New Spat 

- of New-Spain. When we arrived there, © 
we were furprized to find that the Winds. 
which comnionly blow there at Eaft, 
chopp’d about all on a fudden to theSouth 
Wert, fo that taking the Opportunity 

as Sy ae ai 5 
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of fo fair a Wind, while the Current , 


LAN ran to the Eaft, we coafted along till 


we came to Cape del Draco, where is 
a fine large Bay, in which we caft An- 


chor. The Spaniards, who are Mafters 


“Shey are 
frighten’d 
afhore by 

- Monkeys, 


of the Country, tho’ we were at Peace, ” 
did not care to let us land, or to fur- 
nifh us with the neceflary Refrefhments. 
The Sloops and Canoes being at a 
neighbouring Ifland for Hunting and 
Fewel, above Thirty Officers of us went 
afhore and fhot at fome. Fowl: At the 
Report of our Guns, there was fuch a. 
frightful Noife in the Foreft, as if an 
Army was marching againft us. We 
kept together in a Body, -not imagining 
what fhould be the Matter,- but as the 


. Noife grew ftronger and feemed nearer, 


after a little Deliberation what Courfe 


- to take, we refolved to retire, and 


Their En- 
gagement 
with the 
Menkeys. 


were. atually returning aboard with 
great Precipitation, when an American 
Officer who was hard by, tho’ we did 
not fee him, lifted up his Voice, laugh’d 


-at us for being in fuch a Terror, and 


when his Laughter was over, Follow me, 
Gentlemen, {ays he, the Noife which bas 
fo much terrified you, is only the Chatter- 
ing of a Company of Monkeys. He told us 

the Truth. - : Mente 
. Berne hearten’d by what he faid, 
we advanced into the Foreft, where 
we actually found above a aa _ 
. F thole. 
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thofe Monkeys, which we attack’d, 1680, 
without any Ceremony. kill’d about GAAY 
a Hundred of them on the Spot, and 
all the reft fled quite off, or elfe thel- : 
_ter’d themfelves in the Wood.. I have : 
fcarce ever feen larger Monkeys than Pale igt : 
thefe were: They had red Hair, a thote ane 
great Face, and a long Beard, weighed ™!s 
near Sixty Pound apiece, and the 
Seamen eat them with a Guft. While And of a* 
we were afhore, a Snake, which was flat gor inte 
ten Foot long, and half a Foot in one uf thelr 
Thicknefs, climb’d up, by the Rudder, “= 
into the Canoe of the Chevalier de. 
Fiacourt Le Bret; tho’ it hife’d 
along Time in the Mafter’s Ears, he 
took no Notice of it, or troubled him- 
felf from whence the Noife came. But 
when we were embark’d again, and the . 
Chevalier perceived it, he made his E/- 
cape with a great Outcry, as did the whole 
Crew, except the Mafter alone, who ftood 
his Ground, and, with a great Hook, 
belonging to the Veffel, ftruck the Mon- 
fter fuch a Blow as kill’d him. 7 
Tue Seafon being at this Time, to TheRetun 
far advanced for that Sea to be tenable ge pesos 
much longer, the Squadron returned fea and 
to Martinico, and failing from thence toFancc.” 
- to France, we put into Rochefort to 
un-rig. -I foon after obtained my Fur- 
lough, and went to Court, to folicit hy 
Advancement, {pending the reft of that 
4 , °° Year, 
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‘Year, and all the following, partly at 

Court, and partly at Rochefort, without ° 

any Employment. =. 0. a! 

1682. > Tue Year after that, I had Orders 
LAr~ to return to Toulon, where I found my 
TheCount’s worthy Friend the Abbé de Luc, Ne- 
Taxion,.ee. phew to the Bithop, and his Grand Vi- 
‘car, by whom I was received in the 
“moft cordial Manner that could be. 
“Nothing would ferve him, but I muft 

‘lodge with him, and he always treated 

. me as if I had been his Brother. « 

Hirvoyage I EMBARK’D that fame Year, with 
pin te, the Marquifs de /a Porte, on Board the 
Tee fe - Fleet that went to bombard Algier, 
vedigier. “under the Command of M. Duquene, 
which no fooner came before the Place, 

sbue we began to make the Algerines feel | 

our Bombs, The continual Fire we 

Se “made upon the Town put the Inhabitants 
"The “Meer into fuch a Confternation, that the King 
art peace, fearing they would Mutiny, begg’d a 
wich It * Peace in all Hafte, but his Propofals 
a fing were not hearken’d to, nor the Hofti- 
Tark, ° lities fufpended, till the dlgerines had 
the King steftored. Four hundred French Slaves, 
andre? whom at feveral Times they had taken 
“~*~ [Prifoners. All the other Articles being 
‘fettled on both Sides, a Turk named 
‘MeEzAMoRTE, who had a Cottage in 
“Algier,. was the only Man that hinder’d 

_ “the Peace: He began witkeengaging the 

.) Taif or the Soldiers in his Party, ae 

then 
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then raifing the Populace, he feiz’d 1682, 
the chief Potts of the City, cut off the wy 
Head of the King BaBauassan, and 
puthimfelf inhis Throne. The Truce 

being broke by this Revolution, which 

was bropght about in one Day, the 
Attack was renewed with more Fury 
thanever. The new Bombs that play’d The Barba. 
“inceffantly upon the Town, fo enrag’d Belegea™® 
thofe Barbarians, that to be reveng’d, me anate 
they feiz’d the French Conful, put him & Cannon 
into one of their Mortars, and fhot him jit living 
off inftead of a Bomb: Nor did their ’ 
Cruelty ftop there, for in the fame 
Manner they treated feveral French 

Slaves, whom they bound to the 

Mouths ‘of' their Cannon, fo that the 

Limbs ‘of thofe poor Chriftians were 

thot aboard us every Day, which was 

fuch a Speétacle of Inhumanity, thar 

nothing but African Barbarifm is capable 

of. rr: : id 


Ir being too- late in the Year to TheRetura 
carry on the Siege any longer, thergitpe eet, 
Fleet return’d to Toulon, where while 
a fecond Armament was Preparing for 
dlgier, I had Orders to exercife tha 
Marines and Grenadiers. The Court. 
being refolved, coft what ic woud, to. 
have Satisfa@tion of the Algerines, the 
Marquis de Segnelay, ‘the Minitter of 
the Marine, came to Toulon to give 
the Orders in Perfon, on purpofe thar 
; ; Cs - there . 


o- 
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1684. theie might be nothing wanting in this 
knw new Armament. His Stay here gave 
occafion to the Commanding Officer of: 
the Port to thew him the Method of 
_ training the Soldiers to the Exercife of 
_ , the Grenado. |. = % 
An Exe.’ T' this end having order’d a fort 
aile of the of Well tbe made, form’d of Planks 
there forthe fet Ridge-wife, he caus’d a high Covert 
Diverfionot tg be rais’d, from whence the Minifter 
Miniter. might eafily fee the Exercife, without 
* being expofed. Major Raymondis and 
I were at the Edge of the Well, with- 
"out any Shelter, from whence we gave 
our Orders to the Soldiers who were 
in a Trench. A clumfy Dog of & 
_ Grenadier threw a Grenado, which 
pitch’d juft by Raymondis, who for 
- Shelter, leap’d to the other Side, and 
the very next Moment another. Grena- 
dier having alfo mifs’d the’ Well, 
threw a fecond Grenado juft at my Feet, 
which I took up.with my Hand, and 
‘going to throw it, the Shell burft in the 
- Air, infomuch that my Head narrowly 
mifs’d being wounded by one of the 
Splinters, which made a Hole in the 
Brim of my Hat. _A third Grenadier, 
who was asawkard as the other Two, 
“mifs’d the Mark Jikewife, his Granado 
felling a good Diftance from Raymondis, 
-"who being afham’d that he had run 
away from the firft, and that I liad 
: . the 
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the Courage to take up the Shell 1684 
which pitch’d juft by me, ran and took oat 
-up the laft, and threw it into the Well. 

The Minifter was well pleafed with 

this Emulation, but he ordered a Stop 

to be put to the Sport, and faid, that - 

“if it helT any longer, the two youn 
Gentlemen would infallibly be kill’d. 
» Berore we fet out for Algier, fe- |” : 
veral Officers prefented their Projects preety for 
for the enfuing Campaign; that given next Cam- 
in by the Commadore de Levi, was ap- Pe™ 
prov’d at firft Sight. . Two monftrous 
Bombs were made, which held four- 
fcore Quintals of Powder, and were to 
be put on board two Tartanes. It - 
was reckon’d they wou’d caufe fuch a 
Shock: when they fell, as wou’d make. - 
the Mole tamble down, and thereby - 
render the Defcent lefs difficult, after 
which it wou’d be eafy to burnall the 
Ships in the Harbour. But Duquene, 
who commanded the Troops, made * 
fo many Exceptions againft this Pro- . 

- jet, thar it was dropp’d, .. -. > eet 

Tue Troops were embark’d ‘at 16g Re 

Toulon, and the Soldiers of the Port, wan 
the Grenadiers and fupernumerary Ofi- °° ~" 

‘ cers, had Orders to follow. I went rion 
on board the Ship of M. Duquene, Son to Azier.” 
to the General. The King’s Gallies 

‘commanded by the Bailiff de Noailizs, 

.of one of which the Count de Kuc was 

: C6 CaBrain, 
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1683. Captain, had Orders alfo to be gone 

ury~w and join the Squadron before Algier. 
: As the Project above-mentioned for the 
Defcent was quath’d, the fupernume- 

, rary Officers had lictle or nothing to 
‘the An @O.. That I might keep myfelf in 
thor’s fond.’ A€tion, for I fhou’d have been atham‘d 
nee et «to be at my Eafe and Security, while 
fo many of my Comrades were in 
Motion and Danger, I defir’d Major 
-Raymondis, who acted Night and Day 

‘upon Occafion, to give me Leave to: 
accompany him. Befides the keeping 

‘of myfelf employ’d, my chief View. 

‘was to learn the Art of War, and to 

-dnure myfelf to Danger. Raymondis, 

who was my particular Friend, grant- . 

-ed me whatever I pleas’d, fo that §. 

never left him. .° : : 

Te Count de Luc being charm’d 

to fee my good Difpofition, and know- 

ing that.I had but- mean Suftenance 

aboard my Ship, took Care to fend 

itis good HIS Felucca for me every Morning to 
Cheer on_ give me good Cheer. ° Having obferv’d 
Heonne that he lov’d to know what was doing, 
Humou. partly to- divert him at Table, and 
in fome fort to acknowledge his Good- 
nefstome, Ius’d to give him a-Narra- 

tive of what Engagements I had been 

inthe Day before, and was fo particu- 

dar in my Detail, as to tell him the 
exad,ANumber - of. the. Kill’d . and 
er Wound- 
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Wounded. Two Officers of the Galley 368 3. 
‘who were prefent at thefe Stories, 
whether they doubted of the Truth ™ 
of what I told them, or whether they 

were willing to fee how it. was with 

their. own Eyes, defir’'d me to take. 
them “aTong with me: That I will, 

faid 1, with all my Heart 5 be Jo ready : 

to Morrow. --.> - 

Mean time our Bombs: did great Py ae 
Executions... M. Duguene, who came bombarded. 
thither only to force the Algerines to. © 
beg a*Peace, caus’d their Town to be’ 
bombarded in the Day-time, and for 
that End had pofted the Bomb-Gallies 
fo as to be out of the Reach of Can- ' 
non Shot.- At Night I fent to the 
two Officers who had defired me to 
take them along with me, to put them 
in mind of their Promife; and to affure. 
them that they might expéét me next 
Day in a Canoe, and that they fhou’d 
have an Opportunity to be fatisfy’d, 
They came accordingly; amd that 
they might pay for their Curiofity, J 
prefently put them onboard the Galley 
which was moft expos’d to the Enemy’s 
Fire. When we came into the Cabbin 
we found the Officers of the Bome. 
bardiers, for all the Noife of the great 
Guns, and the Whizz of the Bullets 
about their Ears, breaking their Fait, 
very calmly upon a Gammon of Bacon, 
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I fat down and took a Slice-with them. 
Mean time the Fire of the Cannon, 
&e. wasdoubled, upon which my two 
Gentlemen (the Officers of the Galley) 
foon repented of their Pets which 
Timmediately petceiv’d ; but having a 
Mind that they fhou’d fpeak” frit, 1 
did not feem to have the leaft Sufpi- 
cion of it, till at length being tir’d of 
this Frolick, and fcar’d beyond mea- 
lure; We bave had enough ont, faid 


they, let us returns our Curiofity is fa- 


tisfy’d s this is a Place too dangerous for 
People that have no Bu/inefs in it. e: 
THo’ the Bombs which play’d Day 


-and Night made terrible Havock in 


‘the Town, yet the Algerines did not 
feem to be daunted. M. Duquene, in 
-order to force them to Terms, caus’d 
four Sloops to be Mann’d out in the, 
Form of a Floating Half-Moon, which 
were cover’d with Matraffes to fhelter 
the Bombardiers and Seamen ;° and 
thefe Stoops were fupported. by Ten 
others well arm’d, and by four Gallies, 
., FHE Sloops which were drawn out 
in the Shape of a Hialf-Moon, had 
each a Mortar charg’d with a Carcafs, 
‘4.e, a Sort of Bomb With Holes in it, 
and fill'd with Combuttibles. They 
had Orders to advance within Musket- 
Shot of she Mole: It was not doubted 
that ge Carcalies falling upon the Ene- 
my’s 
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=my’s Ships wou’d fet them on Fire. 
The Perfon appointed for the Direétion 
of the Attack, was Major Raymondis, 
and, according to Guftom, I did not 
fail to embark. with him in his Canoe. 
ry firftDifcharge of the 
Carcaffes from our Sloops, the Enemy 
who were pofted upon the Mole, made 
fo great a Fire from their {mall Arms, 
&ec. that we had five Men kill’d and 
wounded in our Canoe, which had no 
Breaft-work nor Covering, and our 
Seamen were fo frighten’d, that they 
all crept down in the Hold of the 
Veffel, and we were not able to roufe 
them, fay what we cou’d, infomuch 
that we were fore’d, with Sword in 
Hand, to threaten the Lives of thofe 
who refufed to obey. The Fear of 
prefent Death having render’d them 
more pliant, I took to the Steerage ; 
for the Mafter was kill’d, andall Hands 
being employ’d, we work’d the Ship 
fo well, that we were quickly out of 
Danger. Raymondis never fail’d to tell 
me afterwards how much he was oblig’d 
to me for the Refolution I thew’d upon 
this Occafion. Our Sloops with the 
Carcaffes did fo little Execution, and 
were befides fo gall’d by the Enemy’s 
Fire, that M. Duquene thought fit to 
cal them off from that Servise, 
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4683. Att the reft of this Campaignsthe | 
r numerous Bombs rattled over the Town 
- like Thunder, during which there 
perifhed an infinite Number of poor 
Chriftians, whom the.Barbarians cen- 
tinually fhot oft of thea Mouths of 
their Cannon. This Inhumanity gave 
Occafion for a generous Aéctién which 
I think ought not to be omitted. The 
Captain of an Algerize Corfair, which 
the Chevalicr de Levi had formerly 
taken in fome cruiling Voyage, and to 
whom he had been very civil, as had 
all his Officers, happened to be at 
Algier, and was witnefs of the Bar- 
barity with which the Chriftians were. 
treated. Lt tell out thar Choifeuil, one 
of the Chevalier de Levi’s Officers having 





the Misfortune to be taken Prifoner; : 


was condemn’d to undergo the Defti- 


ny which had put an End to the Lives : 


[AnobieTn. OF fo many orlters. Juft as he was 
Ranceolt® going to Execution, the Turkifo Cap-. 
ofa furkto tain difcovered him, and being moved: 
Brenchman Wich Pity, for the Misfortune ofa Per- 
fon who had formerly done him a 
Pleafure, he leit no Stone unturn’d 
to fave him trom Deaths; but noc 


being able to prevail for his Pardon, , 


and feeing him ty’d to the Cannon, 
whatever he cowd fay or do ‘in his 


Fav Ae ran tohim like a Man in 
Defpus, embrac’d him clofely, and 


turning 
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turpang tothe Gunner, Fire the Cannon, 168 ce 
“aa fice I can’t fave my Beneféttor, wry 
PY Rye with him. : 
TatsKing, who was an Eye-witnefs 
of. this, ‘xelented, and pardon’d the 
; Chere atte Ties that there’s no 
4 mate where Virtue, efpecially when 
*tis exerted in the higheft Degree, 
will not gain Refpect, and triumph in 
the Conqueft of the moft infenfible 
Hearts.  Choifeuil returning afterwards 
to France, ferv’d there a long time in 
Quality of a Subaltern, and it was he 
himfelf that entertain’d me with the 
Inftance I have mention’d, which wou’d 
certainly be a great Honour to the'moft 
civiliz’d Nations. , 
Ir being too late in the Year to Then ctor 
keep the Sea, the Fleet fail’d AWAY, to France. 
leaving the Town full of Murders, 
Ruin, and all the horrible Confequences 
of a tedious and bloody Expedition ; 
fo that the Algerines, notwithftanding 
the Refolution they had fhewn during 
the Bombardment, were in the Main 
ftruck’ with fuch a Confternation, that 
fearing a third Attack, they prepar’d The (8 
to prevent it, by imploring the Cle- the King” 
mency of the King, of whom they fr 4 Peace. 
humbly begg’d Peace by a folemn 
' Embaffy, which I fhall noz infift on, 
ic being foreign to my Subjeét., oe 
are 


be ie 
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1683. Tt Fleet being arriv’d at Toman, 

ww and unrigg’d, the Officers thoughy of" 

nothing more than how to make phem- 

felves amends for the F gua the 

Campaign by the Pleafur’s of the 

Winter. For ao Fut, Thad a 

great Defire to go to Court, to mend 

my fmall Fortune; but Want of 

Money, the eternal Bar to all my Pro- 

jects, had prevented me in this too, had 

not the Count de Lue ftood my Friend. 

‘When he was inform’d of my Condition, 

Coufin, faid he, embracing me, don’t 

Thecount's?7ouble your felf about the Expence of the 

Journey to Fourney, Pil pay your Charges. We 

oie a" fet forwards, and I had not been long 

ment. at Court before I was made Lieute- 
nant of a Ship. 

I receiv’d Orders at the fame Time 
to repair to Rochefort, to fit out a Veffel 
to carry the Marquis de Torcy to Portu- 

_.gal, whither the King was fending him 
to compliment the new King Don Pedro 
on his Acceffion to the Crown. 

His Jour. I travel!’d Poft in extraordinary 
ney to Bio’ cold Weather, fo that when I came 
within Six Leagues of Blois, I found 
the ‘Roads fo damag’d by the Ice and 
Cart-routs, that my Horfe tumbled 
with me often, tho’ without any Harm, 
till the laft time of all, when falling 
“tpon his Nofe, the Head-ftall of the 
_ Bridlgoroke. Being unwilling to cee 
IT ba 
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Tegf the Poftiiion difmount to fet it 168 fa 
to Nehts; but the Brute faid, Since I pry 
* fell fglten, I might do it myyfelf. Twas His Treat. 


. . e ment from 
flung wh this infolent Anfwer 5 but faucypottil- 


becaufe I tgu’dyaot well do without 10" 
him, I conga my"Refentment and 
faid to him, ' Friend, do me the Favour 
to alight and mend the Head-ftall ; I have 
no String, or elfe I woud fave you the 
Trouble. This courteous Intreaty pre- 
vail’d on him to confent to what I defir’d 
of him ; tho’ as foon as he had done me 
that Service, I drew my Sword and 
chaftis’d him as his Infolence deferv’d : 
But when he rcmounted his Horfe, he 
gave me foul Language, and threaten’d 
that I fhould pay for it when we came 
to Blois. With that I inftantly drew 
my Sword again, faying, There was no 
Occafion to go fo far, I love to pay my 
Scores upon the Spot, and gave him a 
fecond Leffon to the fame Tune. He 
pretended to defend himfelf with his 
Whip, upon which I renew’d my 
Attack, and having taken good Aim 
where to prick him, I gave hima flight 
Wound in his Side, “after which he 
was as mute as I cou’d with. 

Any Man that faw him, woud 
have imagin’d he had been foundly 
thrafh’d, for he had loft his Hat, agd ° 
his Face was all over bloody. | When 
we came to our Journey’s Enc. the 

: Path. 
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1683. Poft-Mafter was fo far from typing 


arye~ furpriz’d at the Diforder he faw Vg in,” 
that he faid to me, *¢ It looks, fear, as 
«if you had had fome Cy“atroverfy 
¢ with this Rafal, very Sue, faid I, 
© but he has nd “Reaforrrto_complain, 
© he has been paid in ready Money, yet 
‘he threaten’d to be reveng’d when 
“ we came to Blois. Oh! Sir, replyd 
“ the Pof-Mafter, he is the arranteft 
« Rogue upon all this Road; he is, 
« perieétly incorrigible, for ’tis not 
* two Yearsago thata Courier, whom: 
* he had thoroughly provok’d, was 
* fore’d to give hima Rap with his 
© Piftol, which broke his Shoulder- 
© bone? During this fhort Confabula- 
tion, I prepar’d to take Horfe, and not 
dreaming of the Poitillion, who I 
thought was far enough from me, I faw 
him running in all litte with a Pitch- 
fork to ftick me. I had but time.to 
take out my Piftol, and was juft going 
to fhoot him, when the Matter ran to 
him with a Cudgel, and after having 
difarm’d him, belabour’d him fo 
roughly, that the Rafcal thought he 
had enough. This done, I mounted 
my Horfe, and was turning out of the 
Stable-yard, when the Fellow, with as 

ch Demurenefs in his Looks, as if 
he had.known nothing of the Matter, 
camg~and begg’d of me to give him 

: fome- 
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Iggemning to drink. I’ was quite loft 1683, 
: in ABimiration of the Rafcal’s Stupidity, wr 
«and Wrowing him a few Pieces, There, 

“faid TL, Wkink my Health, thou haft dearly 
ear d it, 


~ FRom BiSgi thrid very quietly His Jour 

to Poitiers But it was determin’d by Sai? 

Fate, that I Yhou’d be plagu’d with 

Poftillions ail’ the Way. As I was 

mounted and turning out of the Ino, 

the Poft-Matter attending, I faid to 

the Poftillion, Courage, my Friend, 

pufo on. His Anfwer was, * Puth on 

* your felf, if you are in fuch Hafte, 

* Hark ye, Sirrah, frid I with Eyes 
© fall of Wrath and Indignation, I 

* tell thee here before thy Matter, who 

“no doubt is worfe than thy {elf for 

« keeping fuch an infolent Fellow, that 

* if thou art guilty of the leaft Imper- 

* tinence to me, I will break thy 

“ Head with my Piftol This Menace 

made him very traétable, fo that he 

had fome pleafine Story or other to tell 

me all that Day’s Journey. Ar Moiffe, 

where I was again to change Horfes, I 

was accofted by a third Poitillion with 

great Whifkers cock’d up, a Sabre by 

his Side, and a Pair of Piftols in his 

Saddle-Bow : By this Equipage, I ima- 

gin’d that we thou’d not part without 

a Quarrel, and that I thou’d be unde 

a Neceffity of fighting with this‘Man 

toc? - 
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‘683. too. Therefore I took out one df ty 
Ree Piftols, and faid to the ut one Ap 


He is loft 


in a Fog. 





- but the Mafter “o/s that Mc 
ment, put an End to tht Noie,-di 
arm’d the Poftillion, and then we fi 
out. ~ Renmin gee Sak : 

_ Luan travel’d about two Stage 
when the Night furpriz’d us with . 
very cold Fog, fo thick, that I cou’ 
not fee my Hand. By this Meant ¥ 
mifs’d our Way, and after having tre 
vel’d for fome time, we knew n- 
where, and in Danger of lofing ou: 
felves, we were forc’d to alight.“~* 
don’t remember that I was ever in 
Situation more difagreeable. -.I was i 
raving mad, that I cou’d have kill’ 
the Poftillion for leading me out of tt 
‘Way 3 but the poor Wretch‘anfwer’ 
me,, as often as I threaten’d him, la 
Sir! fog Rog foou'd kill me? ye 
“woud not be a Step the more forwar 
in your Fourney. He was certainly 4 
the right. Mean-time, having conf 
der’d how to extricate ourfelves out < 
this Perplexity, I bethought . myfe 
to bid the Fellow fmack his Whip, i 
-hopes that fomebody or other. migt 

#®hance to hear us, and -fet,us into th 
Road; A 


I wa 
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Tyas noe miftaken in ‘my Con- 1683. 
jeqere. At the Noife he made, a Dog re 
ba which I imagin’d wou’d not 
haveNagen out in fuch cold Weather;: 
if he ha&not fome Retreat at Hand; 


thetefore, Bagettsay Guide to con- 


tinue making a Noife, till we came 

within Hearing of fome human Voice. 

After having’ walk’d in this manner a: 

few Paces, we were ftopp’d by agreat - 
Ditch full of Water half frozen over, . 
which we follow’d above a quarter of 

Hour, and cou’d not find a Paflage.. 
At laft, after a great deal of Fatigue, 

We came to the Cottage of a Peafant,. 
who being furpriz’d and affrighted to. 
fee us there fo late, and in fuch bad... 
Weather, fhut the Door in our Faces. 

- ALL my Intreaty cou’d not. prevail His Recep: 
upon him to open it, for he wou’d not Pane *: 
hearken to Reafon ; till we threaten’d 
to break the Door down: Then he - 
open’d it to us, trembling all the while, 
(for he thought we were Thieves.) I 
was quite benumb’d with the Cold, and 
thetehive. as foon as we enter’d, I afk’d 
him ifhe cou’d not make us a Fire, and 
let us have-a Lodging with him that 
Night. * Alas, Sir! you fee yourfelf, 

'§ faid be, T have nothing at all but this 
* forry Bed, which ferves for me and 
* my Wife and Children, But if yeas 
‘ will pleafe to go along with me, 

. continued 
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168 3. § continued be, I will carry you ty! 
wv~ © Houfe of an honeft Hugonot Genj:le- 


fand by a 
Hugo 
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© man, i :t two hundred Paces off ywho 
* will receive you in an 
« Manner. 

T accePTrEep-es"Ur 4 
eleven o’Clock at Night, we came to 
the Houfe of this Gentleman, who in-- 
deed receiv’d me very gracioufly. His 
Name was M. de la Riviere. He pre- 


tO} . 
Gaitloman, fently order’d a great Fire to be made, 


which was very acceptable, for I had 
much need of it 5 and foon after, a Leg 
of Mutton wa’ brought in with a Cou- 
ple of Snipes, and fome Wine, which 
tho’ fmall, was very good to drink, and 
a frefth Loaf, and IT made a Repaft, 
which was the more dclicious, becaufe 
T had fafted all Day. From thence 
I was conducted to a good Bed, where 
I flept very fweetly, and made myfelf 
ample Amends for the Toil I had fuf- 
fer’d in my Journey. The next Morn- 
ing, after Breakfaft was ferv’d up, I 
thank’d my Hoft for all his Civilities, 
told him my Name, and after having 
offer’d him all the Service in my Power, 


His Jour I fet out for Rochefort, where I found 


mey to Ro. 
ehefort, ~ 


my Uncle, who commanded the Ma- 
vine. Umade him very merry, by tell- 
ing him the Adventures of my Journey 5 
~@fid particularly the Civilities of M. de 
la Riviere. 

In 
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“saw a few Days the Ship, bound for 168 3e 
Portugal, was ready; M. de. Filette Ar 
(who, was to command her) and the Cag Vovaae 
Marquis de Torcy being both arrived, ° “”"" 
we failed, and hada very good Voyage 
sto Lisbon. Sf. deTorcy made his Entry The Audi.” 
with a Magnificence worthy of the eee ok thes 
Monarch whom he reprefented.- The iter by thee 
King fat all the Time of the Audience, Porigan * 
while the Ambaffador made his Speech 
to him flanding. All the Lords and 
Great Men of the Court were ftanding 
in like manner bare-headed, only thofe 
of the firft Quality among them, lean’d 
againft a Wall without Tapeftry, or 
any other Ornament. The Marquis 
de Vilette was going to lean againft the 
Wall in like manner, when a Matter 
of the Ceremonies came to him very 
gravely, and told him, that none but 
the firft Rate Grandees of Portugal 
were permitted to lean in Prefence of 
the King; upon which the Marquis 
prefently chang’d his Pofture, but 
being by Nature fomewhat Vain- 
glorious, this fort of Affront which he 
received before the whole Nation, 
mortify’d him not a little. ; 
Durinc our Stayat Lishon, we vifited ‘The Abbey 
the famous Abbey of Belem, which is °f Seem. 
but four Leagues off. ‘There we ad- 
mir’d the Magnificence of the Tombs ~ 
of the Kings of Portugal, feveral coftly 
Vou. I D Works 
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Works of Marble, the vait Buildings 
which form the Monaftry, and the 
Gardens, which are the fineft in the 
Kingdom. The Prior was exc€eding 
complaifant to us, and after we had 
extoll?d the Beauty of the Place, we, 
difcours’d him about the Fryars that 
live in ic: ¢ Alas! Gentlemen, faid 
“ he with a Sigh, this Monaftry is very 
much decay’d from its antient Splen- 
dor, and is far fhort of what it was 
when I firft faw it. WhenI was a 
young Fryar there, it was a conftant 
Rule for Thirty of us to go out every 
Night arm’d with a Dagger and a 
Sword in queft of Adventures; but 
now this Military Ardour is fo far 
abated, that you fhall hardly find 
Ten or Twelve at moft, but what 
have degenerated and deviated from 
the Paths of their Ancettors.” At 
this Speech we all ftar’d at one another,’ 
not knowing what Anfwer to make, or 
whether he fpoke in earneft or in jeft. 
We were conducted into a magnificent 
Hall, where we found a Table very 
well ferv’d, at which we fat down 
with thofe honeft Fathers, whom we 
regal’d in our Turn with an excellent 
Concert of Mufick which we had. 
brought with us, and which play’d in- 
~ Ceffantly during the Repaft. 


an nnenennanaennn 
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Tuave faid more than once already, 
that my Purfe was commonly very 
fcanty, which put me every Day to 
my Shifts, and made me watchful to 
lay hold of every Opportunity that 
prefented to get it. Such a one offer’d 
before I came from France, when the 
Farmers of the uty on Snuff told me, 
that if I wou’d bring them fome Brazil 
Snuff, they wou’d give me Twenty 
Sous per Pound for it. I fhould have 
been a great Gainer by this Bargain ; 
but how was it poffible for me tobind 
it without Money? In this Diftrefs I 
apply’d to my Uncle, and acquainted 
him with the Propofal that had been 
made to me. J attack’d him at fuch 
a lucky Minute, turn’d and winded 
him fo many Ways, and faid fo many 
Things to convince him, both of my 
Neceflity, and of the Gains which this 
Affair wou’d bring me in 5 that though 
he was naturally very hard-hearted 
when he was defir’d to open his Purfe, 
yet on my Promife to pay him again 
at my Return, he generoufly lent me 
Money enough to purchafe 2° Hundred 
Weight of Saffron, which I bought 
with a View of felling it again to Ad- 
vantage, and to employ the Produce 
of it as Thad propos’d. oo 

Some Days after my Arrival at’ 
Lisbon, V try’d to difpofe of what little 

: D2 Mer- 
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Merchandize I had, fold my Saffron 
for double the Prime Coit, and laid 
out all the Money in Snuif. A Week 
or Ten Days before I came away, I 
was for putting it on board the Ship 
that brought us to Lisbon: But M. de 


 Viletie {crupling to receive any Sort of 


; His Con- 
tract to car- 


y over a 
lewF amily 
at efcup’d 
em the Ln- 
ifition. 


Merchandize on board the King’s Ship, 
I was oblig’d to put it into the Tra- 
verfier or Ferry-boat, a fort of fmall 
Vefel pretty much like a Tartanne, 
which the Governor took along with 
him for the Occafions of the Ship’s 
Crew. 

Every thing being ready for our 
Departure, we only deferr’d failing 
ull che Minifter had his Audience. of 
Leave, which was not many Days 
after. Mean time the Merchant to 
whom I had fold my Satiron, came 
to tell me that if I wou’d come with 
the King’s Sloop to take on board 
a Jew Family, which fhou’d be by 
Ten a Clock at Night at fuch a Place, 
1 fhou’d have a Prefenc of Two 
hundred Piftoles, on Condition that 
they fhou’d be entrtain’d at leaft for two 
Days on board the King’s Ship, and 
then remov’d to a little Merchant 
Ship which fail’d for Bourdeaux. I 
heard this Propofal with a vaft deal 


“of Pleafure, promis’d to return my 


Anfwer in two Days, and went im- 
mediately 
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mediately to impart itto M. de Viletie, 1683. 
who was fo fond of procuring me this WA-N. 
Benefit, that he faid every thing was 
at my Service, and that he cou’d deny 
me nothing. In purfuance of this An- 
fwer, the Place of Rendezvous was 
fix’d, and I went thither with my 
Sloop. 
Tue Hour being paft, and no 
Perfon appearing, I was tir’d with 
waiting ; and leaping a Shore with the 
Captain of a Ship, we went a few 
Paces to look out. By the Light of 
the Moon I advanc’d towards a Street, 
which was Two hundred Paces from 
the Shore, and bid the Captain to go 
to the End of it, and fee if any body : 
‘was coming. He had not gone far His Resi 
from me, but I faw fomething ad- rhe Suede 
. Vancing at a few Paces diftance, like wa ees 
a Ghoft. It was a Man in Drawers Meon-ighe. 
with a white Cap on his Head, bare 
lege’d, carrying a Target in his Left 
Hand, and in his Right, a long naked 
Spada, who came up towards me quite 
out of Breath. Wondering what man- 
ner of Man he was, as foon as he 
came within Six Paces of me, I pre- 
- fented my Pittol to him, and bad him 
Jiand; at which Word the Spark 
tripp’d_ very nimbly to the other 
Side of the Street, and went his way~. 
without making any Anfwer. 
oe Beixnc 
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1683. Berne apprehenfive that the Cap- 
ie-y~ tain, who was at the other End, wou’d 
be fcar’d at the Sight of this Spectre, 
T follow’d clofe at his Heels. I was 
right in my Conjecture of what would 
have happened if I had not gone after 
hin; for the Captain was really 
affrighted, and bawl’d out to me with 
all his Strength, upon which I bad 
him ftand his Ground with Piftol in 
"Hand, faying, that I was coming to affitt 
him, at which Words the Rover, who 
was probably fome Mad-man, went 
on his Way quietly, without fpeaking 
one “Ward. 

Tse Moment after, arrived the 
Jew Family, confitting of the Father, 
the Mother, a little Lad, and a pretty ~~ 
Girl, When we had put them aboard, 

~ Lask’d them why they made their . 
Efcape? They told me, that they 
were purfued by the Inquifition, and 
that if they were apprehended, they 
fhould run the Hazard of being burnt 
alive. The Father paid me the Two 
hundred Piftoles, which was the Pre- 
mium that we had fettled, and I re- 
mov’d my Jews into the Veffel, which, 
after the Time agreed on, was to carry 
them to Bourdeaux. 

As foon asI had pocketed this new 
Supply, I haften’d to lay the Money 
out in Snuff, which I alfo put on board 

the 
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the Ship’s Boat. I often caft up the 
Total of the Profit that I fhould gain 
by my Traffick, and after an exaét 
Calculation, I found that I fhould 
quickly be Mafter of more Mone 
than ever I had in my Life. At 
length M. de Torey obtain’d his Au- 
dience of Leave, and we {ail’d for 
France. Ne had a very favourable 
Paflage at fetting out; but a great 
“Storm of Wind feparated us at laft 
from the Ship’s Boat, fo that we loft 
Sight of it, which Difafter was a very 
great Affliction to me; for it had all 
my Treafure aboard ; and I own that 
T was quite inconfolable, when I heard 
_ hot many Days after, that a Corfair 
of Bifcay had taken it at Aferrage. My 
Uncle, to whom I imparted this fad 
News, was truly concern’d to think 
how much it would hurt me in the 
Confequence: Indeed his Generofity, 
which I did not expeét, was fome 
Confolation to me; though, to fay the 
Truth, I cou’d never think of my 
Lofs without abundance of Regret. 
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Mvcu about the Time of my Re- Exccution 
turn from Portugal, the King being oftheEdicta 


in France a- 


determined to bear with the Hugonots gaint the 
no longer, renew’d the Ediéts which Piotefanta 


had been pafs’d againft them forrtterly, 
with Orders to the Intendants to Tee. 
them ftri€tly put in Execution, with- 

4 out 
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1683, out Exception. The punctual Obedi- 
xwv~ ence they paid was fuch, that few of 
: the Hugonots efcap’d their Severity. 

One of the firft Men that was molefted, 
was M. de la Riviere, who, as I faid 
a while ago, gave me fo handfome a 
Reception, a Man of the firft Rank in 
the Country among thofe of his Seét, 
to which he had hitherto fhewn the 
. ftrongeft Attachment. Dragoons were 
quarter’d upon him, who ranfack’d 
his Houfe, fo that not knowing what 
courte to take, he came to Rochefort 
to fee M. Arnous, Intendant of the 
Province, and to endeavour to make 
him relax. 
As foon as I heard of his Arrival, 
I went to vifit him, and always op- 
pos’d his lodging any where but at 
our Houfe, that is to fay, with my 
Uncle, who receiv’d him’ very agree- 
ably, in acknowledgment of the Plea- 
fure he had done me. He alfo in- 
terefted himfelf ftrenuoufly in his Be- 
half, but the Orders of the Court were 
fo pofitive, that after all his Intreaty, 
he could not obtain any Favour 
from him, though he was the Inten- 
dant’s very particular Friend. M. de 
la Riviere perceiving that he had no 
other Expédient to try, and that he 
a either change his Religion or be 
€ Tpeedily ruin’d, and being moreover 


fway’d 
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fway’d by a Thoufand Arguments 
which J urg’d to him for the Purpofe, 
determin’d at laft to make his Abju- 
ration, and I have been told fince, 
that he continues to be a very good 
Catholick, and that, thanks to the 
Means us’d by the Dragoons and me, 
he has never-once repented of his Con- 
verfion. 

As the King’s Service did not require 
my Stay at Rochefort, for the Seafon was 
now far advanc’d, my Uncle advis’d 
me to go to Provence to fettle fome Af- 
fairs which I had in that Country: At 
the fame time he order’d me to pafs 
thro’ Lyons, and to fpeak with a Man 
there who ow’d him {ome Money. My 
Road lay thro’ Perigord, the Limoujfin 
and Auvergne ; but the great Snow 
which cover’d that Country, had ren- 
der’d it unpaffable for a Man who was 
alfo an utter Stranger to thofe Parts. 
To obviate this Inconveniency, I join’d 
Company with the Mule-drivers, who 
go twice a Week from Limoges for Cler~ 
mont, but their Pace was fo flow and 
tedious, that I thought it a great Mis- 
fortune to be oblig’d to keep it. After 
having jogg’d on with ’em four Days, 
we arriv’d at an Inn in a plain, open 
Country ; where, as I was-thanting by 
the Fire-fide with the Landlady, fix Men 


came in, who look’d much more liké 


D5 Banditti, 
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“9683. Banditti, than any thingelfe. I afk’d 
kA her whothey were. They are (faid the) 
t Merchants of St. Stephen’ s, in the Fore/t, 
who are juft come from the Fair of 
Bourdeaux: They pajs this Way every 
Year. 

Berne, overjoy’d at this News, I 
paid them a Compliment.’ We fupp’d 
together, and I kept Company with 
them for all the reft of the Journey. 
There fell fo much Snow that Night, 
that the Roads were entirely cover’d 
with it; but thefe Merchants had tra- 
vel’d them fo often, that fteering their 
Courfe by the Obfervation of the Trees, 
they never rambled out of the Way. 
Atone time a Jay came and perch*d 
juft before us within Gunfhot. One 
of my Fellow- Travellers, who had 
a Staff in his Hand, or fomething 
that look’d like it, caufing the Com- 
pany to halt, and fcrewing on fome 
Joints which it contain’d invifibly, he 
made a compleat Gun of it, with which 
he thot the Bird dead. We were to 
part Company at Tiers, where I pro- 
pos’d to ftrike into the Road to Lyons, 
and they to take that which led to St. 
Stepben’s. But I cou’d not refift thofe 
Gentlemen who invited me fo courte- 
oufly+togo to their Habitation, and 

fAo‘tully gave me to underftand, that 
“the Roads from Tiers to Lyons were im- 
paffable, 
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pafiable, by reafon of the Snow, efpeci- 
-ally without an experienc’d Guide,that I 
was won by their Reafons and Civilities, 
which they repeated for five or fix 
Days, that the bad Weather oblig’d 
me to fpend among them, 

From St. Stephen’s I went to Lyons, 
and after having difcharg’*d the Com- 
miffion there which I had receiv’d from 
my Uncle, I continued my Journey to 
Provence, in Company with two Mer- 
chants, wham I found at the Inn. Three 
‘Days after we arriv’d at Lauriol, where, 
while Supper was getting ready, a 
Coach arriv’d with four Horfes, in 
which there was a fick Man, a luity Wo- 
man, middle-aged, but ugly, who had 
a very pretty fort of a Chambermaid 
with her, about eighteen Years of Age. 
Out of Curiofity I went to takea nearer 
View, when the Lady opening the Door 
herfelf, alighted in great hafte; and as 
I was preparing to give her my Hand, 
the took no Notice of me, but gave 
her Chambermaid fuch a Box vo’ th? 
Ear, as fet her a crying. 

As I was young at that time, and 
had not Courage enough to farmount 
certain Impreffions, J was melted ‘into 
Pity for the poor Girl, and efpoufing her 
Quarrel, more perhaps ths ought, 1 
went to her, and told her how forry favas 
to jee her fo ill-treated, and that fhe\ 

D6 deferv'd 
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1683. deferv’d much rather to be waited on 
“wow herfelf, than to pay ftich a difagreeable 
Attendance on others. 

Tue Girl cry’d inceffantly, without 
anfwering one Word; and I was con- 
tinuing my Difcourfe to her when the 
Miftrefs, who went ftrait out of the 
Coach into the Inn, came to the Door, 
and whether fhe was provok’d that her 
Maid did not follow her, or whether 
it was becaufe fhe had feen me talking 
toher, fhe came out again like a Fury, 
ftruck the poor Creature feveral Blows, 
pull’d off her Coif, and drage’d her by 
the Hair of her Head about the Court. 
It was painful to me to fee her thus 
abus’d, and perhaps too on my Ac-. 
count; however, I pleas’d myfelf with 
the Thought, that this Inftance of Se- 
verity wou’d turn to my Advantage. 

I soon found an Opportunity to chat 
with her in private; and afk’d her, 
Whence fhe came? She faid, from Paris, 
Ttold her, that it was not convenient 
for her to ftay longer in the Service of 
that old Hag ; and, after I had made 
her an Offer to carry her back to her 
Kindred, .I added, ‘that if fhe wou’d 
truft herfelf with me, I wou’d take as - 
much Care of her as of myfelf. She 

Se Anfwer, but by a Smile 
awe me to underftand that fhe did 

« Anot reject my Offers. 
THIs 


Coant DE F-or BIN. 


’ Tuts being all I wanted, I went im- 
mediately to find out the Inn-keeper, 
whom I order’d to carry the Girl toa 
private Chamber, and to give her fome- 
thing toeat; telling him, that I wou’d 
beanfwerable. Soon after this, Supper 
was ferv’d, but being impatient to know 
what wou'd be the Iffue of my Adven- 
ture, I foon made an End, and rofe 
from Table long before it was uncover’d. 
I was hardly enter’d into the Room 
where I had left the Girl, but her jealous 
Miftrefs, who, fufpeting fomething, 
was at my Heels without my percei- 
ving it, pull’d the Door to her, double- 
lock’d it, and carry’d away the Key. 
T was dumb-founder’d at the Noife fhe 
made, but fecing a Bolt upon the Door, 
Timmediately thot it 5 faying, Since they 
dave lock’d us in, we will bolt them out. 

In the mean time, you may imagine 
what Rumors there were in the Inn ; for 
the Lady made loud Exclamations, and 
fwore by all the Saintsin Paradife, that 
fhe wou’d have Satisfaction of me for 
affronting her. Tho’ we heard what 
a Noife there was, it made little Im- 
preffion upon me at firft ; but the young 
‘Woman telling me that her Matter was 
a Gentleman of the Law, I did not lika 
to be thus fhut in with her,~fs« fear of 
being profecuted fora Rape. > 


I THERE- 
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7683. Iruerzrors confider’d which way 

wyv~ to make, my Efcape; and judging by 
the Height of the Window, that the 
two Sheets of the Bed ty’d together, 
wou’d let me down, I prepar’d to be 
gone, charging the Girl to keep her own 
Counfel, and to go to Bed, after fhe 
had put back the Bolt; and with an | 
Affurance, that fhe fhou’d foon hear 
from me, I bid her Good-night. I was 
no fooner at Liberty, but I went into 
the Chamber, where the two Merchants 
lay. The Servant-Maid of the Inn 
fmil’d when fhe faw me, becaufe fhe and 
every body in the Houfe thought Ihad | 
been engag’d elfewhere. 

Next Morning, at Break of Day, 
came the Judge and Recorder with a 
great Train of Officers. The Lady, 
who had fent for them, rav’d like a 
Fury with Complaints againft me, and 
with all the Bitternefs of her Soul, de- 
manded Juftice.; faying, I deferv’d 
more exemplary Punifhment than fhe 
cou’d exprefs. Her Hufband, whodid 
not talk quite fo faft, fpoke only in Sen- 
tences, quoted abundance of Law and 
Scraps of. Latin, and after a great ma- 
ny forry Pleadings, mov’d that I might 
bé apprehended, and _profecuted ac- 
Lg eee The Information be- - 
in& drawn up, the Miftrefs gave the 
Judge the Key of the Chamber ; fay- 

3 ing, 
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ing, * There, Sir, open that Door, and. 1683. 
‘you'll find the honeft Man in Bed WANA 
* with the Whore, my Maid; I hope 
* you will do me Juftice.? Upon this, 
the Judge open’d the Door, and find- 
ing the Girl all alone in the Bed, he 
afk’d her where the Gentleman was that 
_ had {pent the Night with her. 
ABIGAIL, who was no Fool, an- 
fwer’d very innocently, that fhe did not 
know what he meant; that fhe had lain 
all Night alone ; and that if they wou’d 
not believe her, they need only fearch 
the Room, in which there were not fo 
many Holes and Corners, but they 
might foon be examin’d. 
HE Judge himfelf having peep’d in- 
. toevery Place, and finding nothing, went 
out, and told the Lady, that fhe had 
fent for him to no Purpofe ; and that 
he had found nobody in the Chamber 
but a young Woman in Bed. The La- 
dy, who had waited all the while at the 
Door for fear, no doubt, left I fhou’d 
‘make my Efcape, made Anfwer in a 
great Rage ; What, Sir! (faid the) have 
you found nothing? I werrant you, Pil 
Jind him (continu’d the) 169” be were a 
Conjurer : Come on. I faw him with my 
own Eyes enter the Room, Fah de the si 
upon him immediately, and bavrwal pagte 
with the Key out of my Hands one Moment | 


Since. 


Havine 
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1683. Havine faid this, fhe enter’d the 

Room like a mad Woman, taking the 
Judge by the Hand, and calling her 
Maid by a thoufand hard Names, be- 
fides loading, her with as many Impreca- 
tions. There was no Probability that 
the Hubbub wou’d end foon ; but bi- 
gail, who was by this time half drefs’d, 
faid to her, What, Madam, a’n’t you fa- 
tisfy’d with beating me as long as you 
pleas'd, but you mujt difgrace me too? 
And then, turning to the Judge, Sir, 
continued fhe, I appeal to you for Fuf- 
tice; pray order this wicked Woman to 
pay me the reft of my Wages, and let 
ber not think any more of my Service 5 
for Twou'd fooner die than live with tbis 
Devil any longer. 

IstaRrep into the Room that very 
Moment, and taking up the Caufe, I faid 
to the Judge, *Zis J, Sir, that am the 
innocent Author of all this Tongue-clack 5 
for being touch’d to the Quick to fee tbe 
poor Maid abus'd without any Reafon, I 
was willing to know who fhe was 5 and 
being acquainted with her Family, I bid 
the Landlord take Care of her, and of- 
fer'd to pay for whai foe bad: And this 
is the mighty Offence for which Sir and 
Madam bere have given you the Trouble 


aie to avery wrong Purpofe, as 
. jou yourfelf are feriible. The Matter 
and Miftrefs were going to reply, but 
Trang 
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I rang them fuch a Peal in their Ears, 168 Gus 
- that they did not think fir to goon. GAAY 

The Merchants who were prefent, in- 

terfer’d in the Matter, and feconded 

what I had faid. In fine, the whole 
* Controverfy amounting to juft nothing 

at all, the Judge and his Men fneak’d 

away, the Gentleman and his Lady 

rode off in their Coach, and the Mer- , 
_ chants, Abigail, and my felf fet out He entries 
* for Provence: We travel’d together as tuProvences 
» far as Orange, where the Merchants 

having fome Bufinefs cut out for a few 

Days, we parted after a thoufand Com- 

pliments on both Sides. 

As I was defirous of concealing my Putsher in 
Adventure from the Public, (for not- Se Pifguife 

‘wichftanding the Paffion I began. to 
entertain for her, I fhould have been 
afhamed to have been feen with her in 
Provence) 1 drefs’d her in the Habit of 
a Cadet, and, taking her up behind 
me, I carry’d her to Aix, where I 
alighted at the Inn of Martegues: Next 
Day I walk’d with her thro’ the Town, 
and nobody fo much as fufpeéted the 
Cheat. 

Tue Day following, 1 gave her Leaves her _ 
what Money was neceflary to bear her thage with 
Expences till my Return, and charg’d ae anal 
her, above all Things, to be Tessain Inn. 
her Difguife, which fhe promis’d me, - 
and embracing me with Tears in her 

Eyes, 
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1683. Eyes, fhe feemed in fo much Affiiétion 
wey at my Departure, that my Heart per- 
fedtly ak’d for her; however, I flung 
out of her Arms, and, after recom- 
mending her to the Hoftefs, whom I 
knew full well, and whe miftrufted no- 
thing of the Matter, I fet out for Toulon, 
and St. Marcel. 
I tone’p fo much to return to my 
Cadet, that I difpatch’d my Affairs as 
foon as poffible, fo that I had done. 
all my Bufinefs in lefs than three Weeks 3 
Returns, after which I rode Poft to Aix, where 
and fines 1 thought it an Age before I arrived,. 
fsoan's Ap- but when I came, I found all my Myfte- 
ere ry of Gallantry unravell’d, for my pre- 
tended Cadet whofe Tears had foaffected. . 
me, had been falfe tome, and her Mif- 
behaviour was the Talk of the Town. ' 
Some devout People whom I had nogreat 
Refpect for,at that Time, being inforn’d 
of the Fact, had obliged her to wear 
the Habit of her Sex. Being provok’d 
to the laft Degree, and afham’d to fee 
all my Craft ditcover’d, Irav’d heartily 
againit chofe that had been the Authors 
of my Mortification. 
Ar the firft Sallies of my Indigna- 
tion, I was going to make the Girl 
ion nel of my Refentment 5 
bythe next Moment I confidered the 
" Levity of her Sex, and refolved to treat 
her only with Contempt. Yet I was 
not 
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not willing to abandon her intirely, and 168 Be. 
tho’ I thought her very unworthy of « 

my Notice, yet I left her in the Hands Sends Oe 
of a Perfon I con’d confide in, with ownRelati- 
what was neceffary to catry her home 

to her Relations. 

AFTER what has been faid, I hope 
that no young Officers or other Per- 
fons, who take the Trouble to read 
thefe Memoirs, will imagine that I put 

‘this TranfaGtion down as one of the 
beft Things I ever did. When a Per- 
fon writes with Reflection, and at my 
Age, they have quite diiterent Senti- 
ments of Adventures of this Kind, from 
what they had when they were young, 
At was with Regret, that I told its but 
‘L promis’d that I would relate my Bad 
Deeds as well as my Good ones, and I 
cannot go from my Word. 

Havine no more Bufinefs to do at pie retains 
Provence, I retutned to Paris, and, °°" 
going to Court, I found there two Man- 
darins of Siam , accompany’d by M. 
le Vacher Prieft of the Miffions eftab- 
lifh’d at Siam. Thefe Mandarins de- An ¥m- 
clar’d they were fent by the Minifters pally co the 
of the King of Siam, to know what fonts ont 
was become of an’ Embafly the King §on'8° 
their Mafter had fent, fome Time ago, away. 
to the Court of France: And that Tita 
ing, when they came near our Coatts, 
that the Ship which carry’d the Am- 

baflador 
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1684, baffador and Prefents from the King of 

ww =Siam, had the Misfortune to fuffer a 
Wreck, they proceeded directly to 
Court, according to their Orders. 

Ar feveral Conferences which they 
had with the Minifters, they gave them 
to underftand, purfuarit to their In- 
ftructions, that the King their Mafter 
had protected the Chriftians for a long 
Time, that he was glad to hear men- 
tion made of their Religion, that he 
himfelf was not very averfe to the em- 
bracing of it, that he had ordered 
his. Ambaffadors to talk about it. 
with his Majefty, and, in fine, they. 
added, that their Mafter was fo well 
difpos’d, thar he would infallibly turn, 
Chriftian, if the King did but propofe 
it to him by an Embafly. 

Upon thefe Arguments which they 
magnified far beyond the Truth, and 
in which M. le Vache? did not fail to 
fecond them, his Majefty being influ- 
enced partly by the Advances made by 
the King of Siam, and his Fondnefs 
to make his Court to him, and partly 
by the Confideration that it was not 
impofible but that he might embrace 
Chriftianity, if he was invited to it by 
Sea Embaffy, and being more- 
off Tully fenfible of the Advantage 
which would redound to Religion from 

a Convert 
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a Convert whofe Example might make 
many others fo, he confented to what 

“was defired of him, and appointed for his 
Ambaffador to Siam, the Chevalier de 
Chaumont a Captain of his Navy. The 
-King could not eafily have’ pitched 
upon a Perfon more worthy of a Com- 
miffion that feemed of tach Im portance ; 
for befides the Advantages of his Birth, 
and a thoufand other perfonal Qunlities, 
which diftinguifh’d him to very great 
Advantage, he was a Man of fuch well 
known Piety, that an Embaffy whofe 
principal View was to convert an idola- 
trous King, and perhaps his whole 
Kingdom, could not have been trufted 
with a Perfon whofe Virtues were ca- 
pable of giving a more exalted Idea 
of the Religion which he was to recom- 
mend. 

Bur in Cafe the Ambaffador fhould 
happen to die in the Courfe of fo pain- 
fula Voyage, and the Embaffy devolve 
upon fome Perfon incapable of difcharg- 
ing it, the Abbot de Choifi was named 
for the fecond Man in the Commiffion, 
swith the Title of Ambaffador in Oy- 
dinary, fuppofing it thould be neceflary 
for him to make a long Stay at Siam, 
and that the King fhould defire to be 
inftructed. “. 
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M. De Cuaumonrt, to add the 
greater State to the Embaffy, propofed 
to have an honourable Retinue; and, 
having caft his Eyes upon a fet Number’ 
of young Gentlemen that wére to accom- 
pany him, he propofed the Voyage to 
me, which was an Offer that I did nor 
reject ; but { made him Anfwer, thatas it 
wasto be aVoyage almott to the World’s 
End, I could not engage with him till 
Thad confulted my Family and Friends, 


"with whom I would go that Moment 


Which he 
accepts. , 


to confer, and thar if they thought 
proper, I would do myfelf the Honour 
and Pleafure to attend him. 

Tuat very Day I imparted the 
Propofal which had been made me to 
the Cardinal De Yanjon and to M. Bon- 
tems, who were both for my accepting 
it, and thought it would be fo far from 
prejudicing my Fortune, that ic was 
the moft infallible Way of making my 
Court, becaufe the King had this Em- 
baffy very much at Heart ; and that 
as to my own Part, I fhould run no 
Hazard in leaving the Kingdom in a 
Time of Tranquility, when for want 
of Adtion, I could have very fmall 
Hopes of advancing myfelf. Upon 
this Advice I went to wait on M, De 

focmont, and told him how glad I 

ould be to accompany him, and 

promifed him accordingly. He was in 
Rapture 


Count De Forstn. 


Rapture upon the Engagements I 
entered into with him; and when I 
acquainted him that for the Sake of 
having an Opportunity to gratify my 
Curiofity, I fhould be glad to be Major 
of the Embaffy, and to perform all 
the Funétions of that Office, he con- 
fented to it very willingly. 

Tue Count De Luc, whom I had 
alfo confulted, and who had approved 
of my Voyage, {poke of it to Madame 
Rouillet. This Lady happened to have 
two Chefts of very fine Coral that the 
had brought from Provence, and 
wanted to difpofe of, The Gentlemen 
of the India Company, to whom fhe 
had offered them to Sale, did not care 
to meddle with them, and therefore 
would not give more than Five hundred 
Livres for both the Chefts, which was 
far thort of their Value ; whereupon fhe 
defired the Count to prevail with me 
to take them along with me, impower- 
ing me to lay out the Purchafe-Money 
in Damask Stufts, China Cabinets, 
Japan Ware, and other Rarities of 
that Country. I voluntarily undertook 
the Commiffion, and having fettled 
the few Affairs I had at Paris, I fet 
Out in the Beginning of the Year 1685. 
for Bre, where T had Ordevs.t fit 


out the two Ships which the King. had . 


defigned for the Embafly. 
AsouT 
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sevens when all Things were ready, M. De 


The Em. 
» ‘barkment 


Chaumont, and the Abbot De Choifi, 


of the Em- fet out for Bret, where they embarked 


v baffy. 


on board a Ship called the Bird, com- 
manded by M. De Vaudricour, and with 
them the King of Siam’s Ambafladors, 
fix Jefuits, viz. the Fathers de Fontenay, 
Tachard, Gerbillon, L2 Comte, Bouvet, and 
Vifdelou, whom the King fent to China in 
Quality of Mathematicians, four Mif- 
fionaries, of which Number were 
MeMfieurs Le Vacher and Du Chailas, 
and a numerous Retinue of young 
Gentlemen, who went as Voluntiers, 
either out of Curiofity, or, as we have 
faid, with a View to do a Pleafure to 
the Ambaffador. 

Aut the reft, who could not get 
Room in the Bird, were admitted on 
board a Frigate called the Maignant, 
which carried Thirty-three Guns, was 
commanded by M. Joyeux, Lieutenant 
at the Port of Breff, and had made 
feveral Voyages to the Jadies, | All 
being imbarked, we weighed Anchor 
in the Night-time, and next Morning, 
which was Saturday the third of March; 
after the Crews had fhouted feveral 
times Gop save THE Kinc, we put off 


apa ftcered for the Cape of Good Hope, 


We pafs’d the Line very happily 
without being too much incommoded 
with 
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with the Heats, and in a little Time 168 Bes 
.we began to difcover Stars that we had OAS 
~never feen before. Thofe called the ; 
Croifade, which are four in Number, 
were the firft that we obferved, af er 
~ which we faw the White Cloud, which 
is placed near the Axtarétic Pole. By 
help of excellent Telefcopes, which 
our Mathematicians ufed, we perceived 
© that white Cloud to be nothing but a 
‘Conftellation of a Multitude of fmall 
Stars there. At length, after we had 
been three Months at Sea, we arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope, fo near the 
Calculation made by our Pilots, that 
there was a Miftake only of fifteen 
Leagues, which is an Error of no Con- 
fequence in fo long a Run. 
‘HE Cape’ ot Good Hope, which is Deteription 
but one long Chain of Mountains, ex- 7@o,02 
tends from N.toS. and runs out a aca dabie! 
pretty Way into the Sea. On one Side ®* 
of thofe Mountains there is a vaft Bay 
which opens a great Way into the 
Country, and has very good Coafting 
on the Side of the Mountains, but is 
very dangerous every where elfe. We 
did not dare to proceed in the Night, 
but the next Day, tho’ the Wind-was 
contrary, we thought there was no 
Danger in entring it. ce 
We were fcarce got into the Middle~ 
of the Road when.the Wind ftopped 
Vou. L E all 
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1685. all on a fudden, but while we were 
env driving by the Currents towards the 
Rocks, fo that we were not above a 
Mufquet Shot from them, ic returned 
very luckily and refcued us from the 
Danger. This was the moft perillous 
Day we had met with yet. At laft, 
after a great deal of Fatigue, we an- 
chored One hundred fifty Paces from 
the Fort built there by the Dutch, in 
which they keep a ftrong Garifon. 
“tne Count Two Sloops quickly came out to fee 
fsfentotore who we were, and the next Day I was 
Me Dures fent afhore to compliment the Gover-- ° 
peeermr nor, and to treat with him concerning - 
the Salute, and for Refrefhments, of - 
which the Crew had great need, I 
found this Officer in the Fort juft men- 
tioned, which is a regular Pentagon 
very well fortified. I was received 
with a world of Civility ; all that I 
defired was granted 5 it was agreed that 
the Salute fhould be Gun for Gun, 
and that we fhould be furnifhed with 
all manner of Refrefhments for our 
Money. 

Irerurnep to give an Account of 
my Negotiations to the Ambaffador, 
who was fo charmed with the goed 

Behaviour ofthe Dutch, that he caufed 
th Sloops to put off, and we all 
thought of nothing but to go afhore- 

? and 


Count Dt Forsth. 


- etd recreate ourfelves after the Fatigue 
~ OF fo tedious a Navigation. 

Tue Jefuits were the firfl, that paid 
their Réfpeéts to the Governor, who 
loaded them with Prefents. The 

“Prithers told him, that while they were 
afhore, they fhould be very glad to em- 
ploy their Time in making Obfervations 
that might be of ufe to the Publick, 

and for which they could not have 
that Leifure and -Conveniency elfe- 
where. He give them Leave in a 
vety genteel manner, and for their 
better Accommodation lodged them in 
a magnificent Pavillion built in the 
India Company’s Garden, There they 
made various ufeful Obfervations, and 
fettled the Longitude from the Cape, 
which till then had only been gueffed 
at by the Pilots, a Way of Computa- 
tion which is very fufpicious, and liable 
to many Errors, 

Write the Mathematicians were 
making their Obiervations, I was very 
glad to make mine alfo, and to inform 
myfelf exactly of the State of the 
Country, of which, as far as I was 
able to difcover during the little Stay 
we made there, an Account follows. 

Tue Dutch, who are Matters of this 
Country, bought it of the chief Intiabi- 
ae who, for a little Quantity of 

obacco and Brandy, confented to 

2 retire 
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4685, retire farther within Land. Here is a 

ayn very fine Place for Ships to take in. 
Water, and though the Country is of. 
itfelf dry find barren, yet the Dutch 
have a Garden here, which, without 
Difpute, is one of the largeft and fineft 
inthe World. ’*Tiswalled round, and. 
abounds with Herbs of all Sorts, and 
the’ choiceft Fruits of Europe and’ the; 
Indies. 

As this Cape is a Sort of Warehoufe 

for all Ships that trade betwixt’ Europe 

and the Indies, which call in here to 

refit and to take in Refrefhments, ’tis 

ftock’d in Abundance with. every 

Thing that is defirable. About twelyg., 
Leagues from the Cape, the Dutch 

have fettled a Colony of French Hugo- 

-nots, and given themLands to cultivate, 

which they have accordingly planted 

with Vines, fown with Corn, and which, 

in fhort, produce all the Commodities’ 
neceflary for Life in Abundance. 

Tue Climate is very temperate, and 
the Latitude Thirty. five. The Natives 
are Caffres (or Hotientots) not quite fo 
black as thofe of Guiney ; well fhaped, 
and very active, but in other refpeéts 
there is not a more unpolite and brutith 
People under the Sun. They fpeak 
inarticulately, fo that no body could 
ever learn their Language. . However 
they would be capable enough of Edu- 

Z cation, - 
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cation, for the Dutch take feveral of 168 
them, when they are young, make ufe CN 
of them at firft for Interpreters, and 
afterwards they prove fenfible Men. 

. Tupy live without Religion, feed 
- Qpon all Sorts of Infects that they find 

in the Fields, and go naked both the 

Men and ‘the Women, with only a 

Sheep’s Skin over their Shoulders, that 

breeds Vermin, which they eat with- 
“= Gut loathing. 

Att the Ornament worn by the 
Women, is the Guts of Sheep frefh 
killed, which they roll: about their 
Armsand Legs. They are very nimble 
Racers, for they befmear their Bodies 
with the:-Fat of the Sheep, which makes 

- them loathfome to the Eye, but renders 
‘them very fupple, and fit for all man- 
ner.of Leaping. They lic all together, 
higgledy - piggledy, “without Diftin- 
Gtion of Sexes, in ‘forry Cottages, 
and couple with one another indif- 
ferently like Beafts, without any Re- 
gard to Confanguinity. 

A Wesx after we had been at the They Sail 
Cape of Good Hope, and taken in {uf- from the 
ficient Recruit, we failed for the @P* ~ 
Streight of Sonde, which is formed by 
the Ifles of Fava and Sumatra. The 
contrary Winds drove us to the South- 
ward, and feparated us from the Frigar, 
fo that we loft Sight of her. We had 

E 3 a View 
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a View of, the Southern Coafts, which 
are unknown to our Pilots. The Soil 
of it feemed to us to be reddifh, We 
had no mind to go near it, and the 
Wind coming about more favourable, 
we changed our Courte, and difcover’d 
the Ifle of Fava. 

Havine no Pilots aboard us that 


‘knew the Sond: very well, we refolved 


To the 
Streight of 
nde. 


<Fromthence 
“to Bantam. 


to fail according to thofe excellent 
Charts we had from M. de Louvois; 
and after having coafted along the 
Ifand of Fava for fame Time with a 
fimall Sail, we difcovered the Streight, 
and enter’d it very fafely. : 
During this Voyage, all the Crew - 
that happened to be upon Deck, faa 
Phoenomenon we had never feen be- 
fore, which furnifhed our Natural 
Philofophers with Matter of Debate 
for feveral Hours. Though the Sky : 
was very ferene, yet we heard a great. 
Clap of Thunder like the Difcharge-of 
a Cannon, which was attended with 
Lightning that hiffed terribly as it fell 
into the Sea Two hundred Paces from 
the Ship, and continued hiffing in the 
‘Water to fuch a Degree, that it made 
it bubble and foam for a great while. 
Arrer about two Months fail we 
arrived the fifteenth of dugu/t in Sight 
of Bantam, where, though we would 
fain have gone farther, yet the oa 
er 
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ber of our Sick, the Neceffities of the 1685: 
Felt of the Crew, but, above all, the Ua 
Wane of a Pilot that knew the Way to 
Siam, obliged us to ftop. We lay all 
Night upon our Anchors, and next 
Morning I had Orders to go afhore to 
compliment the King on the Part of 
the Ambaffador, and to defire him to 
let us have the neceflary Refrefh- 
nfents, . 
Tue Lieutenant of the Fort, to 
whom I was introduced, denied mie Where. thy 
every Thing I asked ; and:notwith- Resem” 
ftanding all my Importunity, I could ments by, 
never get Audience of the King. I 7 
remonftrated that I wanted to fpeak 
with the. Datcb Governor, but I wag 
~ anfwered, that he was fick, and had 
. feeh.no body fora long time, At laft, 
after having put off all my Requefts 
with forry Excufes, he told me in 
plain Terms, that I fhould be in the 
Wrong to ftay there for Refrefhments 
of any Kind, it being the King’s abfo- 
lute Will and Pleafure, thatno Strangers 
fhould fet Foot in his Country. 
As I was infifting on the Unkind- 
nefs of this Refufal, and charging it 
home upon the Dutch, the Officer ‘Thecounti 
gave me to underftand, that the State Expetuls, 
of Affairs made it by no means_con- ie 
venient for the King to admit Foreigners }""" 
into his Country ; that his Subjects, 
E« Wire 
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168 5. who were ripe for a Rebellion, only 
ern Waited for Succours which they ex- 

~~ pected from France and England, to 

declare themfelves openly ; and that 
whatever I might think fit to fay of the 
Embaffy to Siam, I thould find it a 
hard Matter to perfuade them, that our 
Ship, which was anchoring fo near 
Bantam, was not come with a Defion 
to animate the -Favans, and to ive 
them Hopes that the reft of the Squa- 
dron was not far behind: That as to 
the Dutch, I could not in Juftice blame 
them for the Denial that was given me ; 

-- that.as they. only ferved the King in 

ality of auxiliary Troops, thi 

onto no lefs cha obéy thre 3 bd 
belides, if we were adtually going to. 
Siam, as I had affured him we were, 
we had nothing to do but to proceed 
to Batavia, which was but twelve 
Leagues off; and that the Civilities we 
fhould meet with there- from. the 
Generat of the India Company, would 
convince us, that the Unkindnefs 
fhewed to us here, was an A of mere 
Neceffity. 

Aut that he had faid of the Difguft 
of thofe People, and of the Necefiity 
of fhutting out Foreigners, was true co 
a Tittle; but he did not tell me that 
the faid Difguft, as well as the Severity 
Thad been complaining of, proceeded 
_ from 


from-the Tyranny of the. Dutch, which 168g. 
-“Ffhall explain to you in a few Words. A-Na 
Tr was not above five or fix Years aes 
ago that Sultan Acen, tired with the plained by, 
-Fatigueg of -Government, refigned the ‘e Comm 
Petals Favour of Sultan Agui his 
~ gon. 
Some Years after his faid Refigna- Hitory og 
tion, whether he repented of that Steps felon fat 
or. whether his Son’ abufed the the Kings 
*Severeign Authority, he had a View ram 
to replace-himfelfon the Throne. To 
this End he had fecret Conferences 
with the Pangrans, who are the great 
Lords of the Kingdom ; and after 
having maturely concerted all his Mea- 
_fures with them, and every Thing 
“feemed to favour his Defign, he de- 
clared himfelf openly, and refumed the 
Regal Ornaments. 
His Subjeéts had been fo happy under 
his Government, that they came to his 
Standard with Joy, fo that his Army 
was foon increafed to Thirty thoufand 
Men; and thinking himielf ftrong 
enough to complete what he had be- 
gun, he went and befieged his Son in 
the Fortrefs of Bantam. The young 
King being abandoned by every body, 
had recourfe to the Dutch, who hefi- 
tated for a while whether they fhquld 
join with either. Party; but being con- 
vinced at length, that they could-not, 
45 but 
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i685, but be Gainers by throwing: the 
ax, Weight into either Scale, they efpoufed 
the Prince’s Party, and entred the 
“Country. The Javans, affifted . by 
fome Macassars, would fain have 
hindered theirLanding, but after a brisk 
Engagement, the Zavans were defeated: 

by the Dutch, who made thethfélves, 
Matters of the Citadel, took the young 

King into their Protection, and not 

long after furprized the Father in an 
Ambuth, and made him their Prifoner, 

He was fo dear to his Subjects, that 

the Dutch confined him very clofe, 

but the Son. being nox fo well beloved, 

nor fo dangerous, had a little. more 
Liberty, and they let him have the 
exterior Part of Royalty, while in his 
Name they made the Subjects groan 
under, Oppreflion, oe 

Tuerr Government was too odious 
not to be detefted, and therefore being 
in conftant Fear of a Revolt, they af- 
ways pretended the King’s Orders for 
keeping out Foreigners, whofe En- 
trance into the Harbour might prove 
favourable to Infurreétions. This was 
the Policy, in Purfuance of which they ; 
refufed Refrefhments to us, and many 
before us. 

Iniap nothing to do now but to 
return in my Sloop, and give an Ac- 
ant vf the i! Succefs of my Negotia- 

tion. 
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tion. Iwas fcarce out at Sea, but I 
efpy’d a Veffel, which looked foincon- 
fiderable at a Diftance, that I made up 
to her, and found ic was our Frigat, 
which having had better Winds in her 
Paffage than we, had lain four Days at 
Anchor under alittlelfland behind which 
ourfelves anchored immediately. After 
having expreffed our mutual Joy in find- 
ing one another again, I learn’d from 
“DM. Jayeux and all the re‘t of the Crew, 
thatthe Dutch had ferved them much 
in ‘the fame manner as they had ufed 
us, and that upon the Repulfe they 
met with, they would have failed for 
Batavia three Days ago, only they were 
willing to ftay in Expeétation of hear- 
ing from us, 

We both went aboard the.Ambaffa- 
dor’s Ship together, where the Pleafure 
we had of feeing one another, made 
us amends for the Repulfe we had met 
with from the Duich.. Next Day the 
Wind feeming favourable, and all En- 
trance being denied us on the Coatt of 
Bantam, we weighed Anchor and fteer'd 
for Batavia. Though ’tis but twelve 
Leagues: from Bantain, as has beer <1- 
ready faid, yet for want of an under- 
fianding Pilot, we founded it all the 
Way, and were two Days and a half 
in the Paflage. At laft we entered the 


Road, where, by reafon of Sand Banks 
> ae opSand Bag! 


and 
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¥685. and Rocks, which crofs the Coaft ina 
Awyewy thoufand Places, we were a hundred 
Zur At Times in Danger of being loft. 
tavia, Batavia is the Capital City of the 
Defcription Dutch Nation in the Indies, whofe 
‘ Power here is formidable, for they 
commonly keep in Pay five or fix 
thoufand Men of Regular Troops, 
compofed. of different Nations. 
Tue Citadel, which lies near the 
Middle of the Road, is built upon Piles 
of Wood, and confifts of four Baftions, 
encompaffed with a Ditch full of freth 
Water. The Town is well built, all 
the Houfes are white, after the manner 
of Hoilavid ; and among the :numberlefs 
Tohabirants, there are a great many 
French Hugonots and Catholicks who. 
; live there.for the Sake of Trade. 
Pie wee = Tue General of the India Company 
Gereaiur Who refides here, has the Command 
pe States over all the Dutch Indies, and no King 
” has a Court more numerous and fplen- 
did. He regulates all the Affairs of 
his Nation with a Council, yet he is. 
not obliged to fubmit to their Delibera- 
tions, and he may aét by his own Au- 
thority in Defiance of any of their Re- 
folutions, but then he remains charge- 
able with the Event, and mutt anfwer 
for it. The Embaffies of all the Indian 
Princes are to apply to him, and he 
fends Ambaffadors to them in the Name 
: : of: 
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of his Nation.. He makes Peace and War 16g Fa 
at his own Pleafure, without Controul ae 
from any Power whatfoever. His 
Commiffion is only given him for three 

Years, but he is commonly continued 

for Lifes fo thar’tisvery rare, not to fay 
unparallell’d, for a General of the Erdia 
Company to. be turned out of his Poft. 

- As foon as we had caft Anchor, I” 

went afhore to make my Compliment 

“te-hbn, and was received at my land- 

- ing by*an Officer of the Port, who 
conducted-me te the Palace.- At.my 
Arrival, the common Guard, which 
was very numerous, ftood under their 
Arms in two Lines, through which I 
was introduced into a Gallery.adorned - 

‘with the fineft Porcellane of Fapan. 

Tuere I found his Excentency : 
(which is the Title always given to the vient 
Generat of the Jndia Company) who : 
heard me all the Time ftanding with 
his Hat down to the Ground, a Recep- 
tion which made me ample Reparation 
for the Repulfe I had futfered at Ban- 
tam. The only Language he fpoke to 
me in was French, We could not agree 
upon the Salute to be Gun for Gun, as I 
would have had it; therefore I cannot 
imagine how Father Tachart came by 
that Account in his Narrative, where 
he is fo particular as to tell how many 


Guns were difcharged ; fop tis very: 
7 contain, 
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certain, that we agreed there fhould 


wrpws be no Salute on either Side. As for 


The Gene. 
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fents to the 


the reft, I had nothing to do but to 
ask a Favour, and it was granted, the 
General having affured me, at the very _ 
firft, in exprefs Terms, that there was 
nothing but-he fhould be ready to per- 
form, to thew the Ambaffador the 
Veneration he had for his Character, 
and-for his Perfon in particular. . 
I prEsENTLY returned on board full 
of Joy, and gave an Account of all 


Frere Am- that had pafs’d. Soonafter my Return, 


-baflador, 
ec. 


the General fent a Perfon to vifit M. de 
Chaumont to make him an Offer of 12 
Baskets full of Herbs, and all manner 
of Fruits, and the next Moment freth. 
Envoys came to prefent him with two 
Beeves and fome Sheep. The General 
continued thus to welcome him every 
now and then by the chief Men of the 
City, and to fend him all manner of 
Refrefhments every Day, for his own . 
Table, and for the Companies of both 
our Ships. 

We fpent eight intire Days at Bg- 
tavia, where we reccived all the Civili- 
ties imaginable from the Officers, and 
before I came away, I fold the two 
Chetts of Coral which I took Charge of 
at, Paris. A Chinefe Merchant who 
bought them, weighed my Coral, and 

_posonme-eimht times the Weight in 
oe Silver, 
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Silver, amounting to the Sum of Six 1685, 
thoufand Livres, which was told out waA~S 
to me in Fapan Money, that is, Little 
Pieces of Gold. If I had not been fo 
much in hafte, I fhould have made a 
better Bargain, for it was really worth 
more; but after al, I thought I had 
done very well to get Six thoufand 
Livres, for a Commodity, which in 
France would yield but Five hundred, - 
.favawe taken in all our Refreth- 
ments, and furnifhed ourfelves with a 
skilful Pilot, wefteered our Courfe for 
Siam. As the Wind was fair, we fet 
fail early in the Morning. About 
eleven o’Clock at Night, when it was 
pretty dark, we perceived a large 
Ship coming towards us with all the 
Sail fhe could make. By her working 
we did not doubt but fhe defigned to 
board us; upen which every Man took 
Arms. We fired a Gun at her, bur 
the did not alter her Courfe. To pre- 
vent being boarded, we failed before 
the Wind, but notwithftanding all we 
could do, the Ship run foul of our 
Stern, and broke part of our carv’d 
Work. _Iswas pofted upon the Quarter- 
Deck, from whence I fired with Muf- 
quet Shot, but could fee no body 
aboard, upon which we bore down 
upon her with main Force, and made 
her fheer off. Several ofan Ss. 
Com- 
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Company were for purfuing this Veffel, 
but the Ambaflador being unwilling to 
permit it, we continued our Courfe, 
and by the Darknefs of the Night, 
foon loft Sight of her. _ 

Tue Crew reafon’d varioufly upon 
this Adventure. Some would have it 
to be a Fire-Ship which the Duich had 
pofted behind fome Ifand to deftroy 
the King’s Ships, and to prevent the 
Embaffy to Siam, which they did not 
like, Others imagined fomething elfe, 
but my Conjeétare (which was con- 
firmed afterwards at Siam) was, that this 
wasia Ship. whofe, Crew was moft: of 
them drunk, and* that the reft being 
terrified by the Fire of our Gun, were 
crept under Deck, not a Man daring 
to fhew his Head. 

Tuts -Adventure excepted, which 
only alarmed us, we had-a very peace- 
able Paffage afl the Way to the Bar 
of Stam, where we anchor’d -the 
Twenty-third of September, about fix 
Months after we left the Port of Bre, 

Tse Bar of Siam is nothing but a 
great Bank of Mud which is thrown 
up by a River whofe Mouth is two 
Leagues off. The Water is fo low at 
this Place, that at the higheft Tides it 
neyer rifes above twelve or thirteen 
Foot, which is the Reafon that great 
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Ass foon as we had caft Anchor, I 168 5 
fet out with M. le Vacher to notify the y~ywed 
Ambaffador’s Arrival in the Dominions 
of the King of Siam. We {pent the 
Night in entring the River, which is 
one of the moft confiderable in the 
Indies, and is called Menan, i.e, The 
Sea of Waters. The Tide, which 
flows very high in this Country, being 
ftrong againft us, we were obliged to 
‘He bys: “As we were going up, we faw 
three or four little Houfes of Canes 
covered with the Leaves of Palm, 
M. le Vacher told me that there lived the 
Governor of the Bar. We went afhore 
in our Canoe, and found three or four 
Fellows fitting on the bare Ground in 
one of thofe Houfes, chewing the Cud 
like Oxen, without Shoes, Stockings, 
Hat, or any Thing at all to cover 
their Body but a Piece of Cloth to 
hide their Nakednefs. Their Houfe 
too look’d as poor as the Inhabi- 
tants, for I faw no Chairs in it, nor 
any manner of Furniture ; upon 
which I enquired where the Governor 
was, and one of the Company faid, 
Tam He. 

Tuis firft Scene very much funk the 
Ideas I had form’d of Siam; neverthe- 
lefs I had a keen Appetite, and asking 
for Food, the honeft Governor made 
me a Prefent of fome Rice, sad hea 

detired 
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1685. defired to know if he had nothing elfe 
wow to give me, he anfwered Amay, which 
: fignifies No. 

A cone. | Havine been thus regaled at our 
Gin ofthe Arrival, I frankly own, that I have 
Ctoif's and wonder’d more than once, how the 
Raacherd® Abbe de Choifi and Father Tachard, 
it, who made the fame Voyage, and faw 
the fame Things as I did, fhould both 
agree to give fuch pompous Ideas of 
the Kingdom of Siam, with fo little 
Foundation. ’Tis true, that as they 
ftay’d there but a few Months, and as 
it was the Intereft of M. ConsTancE, 
the chief Minifter, to caft a Mift be- 
fore their Eyes, for Reafons which I 
fhall mention in their Place, there'was 
Thenniver. HOthing in this Kingdom capable of 
“fal Mifery “impofing on them but what was fhew’d 
ty. to.them +; though when all is faid 
and done, they muft have been ftrange- 
ly infatuated not to fee the Mifery of 
the whole Country, which is fo vifible 
go where you will, that it is impoffible 
not to perceive it, Having faid this, 
en pafant, we return now to our 
Voyage. , 
Wuen the Tide ferved, we went 
aboard again, and proceeded in our 
Voyage up the River, where we failed 
at leaft twelve Leagues without feeing 
either Caftle or Village, except a few 
JSereut, Fig like thofe at the Bar, and 


what 
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what made it {till more unpleafant, the 1685. 
Rains fell ; however we made the beft Japs 
of our Way, and by ten a Clock at 
Night arrived at Bancock. 

Tue Governor of this Place, who 

was.a Turk, but, cut a better Figure 
than he at the Bar, gave us a very 
indifferent Supper after the Turkifo 
Mode, and treated us with Sherbet for 
our Drink; for my own Part I lik’d 
néithetthis Food nor his Liquor, but 
Patience was my only Remedy. Next 
Morning M..le Vacher took a Balon, 
which is one of that Country Gallies, 
and went direétly to Siam to notify the 
Arrival of the Freach Ambaflador at 
the Bar, while I returned in the Canoe 
onboard our Ship ; but before I went, 
I asked the Governor, if, for my 
Money, Imight not have fome Herbs, 
Fruit, and other Refrefhments to carry 
on board, to which he anfwer’d No. 

As our Company were impatient 
for my Return, as foon as ever they 
faw me coming at a great Diftance, 
they call’d out to me to know if I 
brought any Refrefhments with me, 
but I faid I had brought nothing except 
the Bites of Gnats which had perfecuted 
us all the Way. 

Arrer we had lain upon our An- 
chors five or fix Days without feeing 
any body, two Envoys -<Antpigh 

vi 
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board us: from the King of Siam, 
with M. de I.ano, Apoftolical Vicar, 
and Bifhop of Metelopolis, and the 
Abbé de Lionne : Thefe Envoys 
paid their Compliment to the Ambaf- 
fador on the Part of the King of Siam 
and his chief Minitter M. Constance. 
Sogn after this, Refrefhments came to 
us, at firft in fmall aes but 
afterwards in great Abundance, fo that 
we had plenty of Hens, Ducks, 
Calves, and all manner of Indian Fruits, 
but very few Herbs, 

Tue Court was a Fortnight in pre- 
ating for the Ambaffador’s publick 
intry, which was order’d in the Man- 

ner following. On the Bank of the 
River were erected at proper Di- 
ftances, feveral Houfes of Canes lin’d 
with great painted Callicoes. .As 
the King’s Ships could not go up the 
River for want of Water to carry 
them over the Bar, Veffels were got 
ready to ferve as Tranfports. 

Tue firft Entrance into the River 
was without any Ceremony, only fome 
Mandarins came to receive his Excel- 
lency, with Orders to accompany him. 
We were a Fortnight in our Paflage 
from the Bar to Foudia, or Odia, the 
Capital City of the Kingdom. 


Here 
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Herg.I cannot hélp correcting a 
Miftake of our Writers of Travels. 
They tell us every now and then of a 
pretended City, they call ic the Capital 
of Sigm, which they make to. be very 
~Mmear.as big as Paris, and embellith 
after what manner they pleafe. But 
tis very certain, that fuch a City never 
had any Exiftence but in their own 
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Imagination, that the Kingdom of Siam. 


has no other Capital but Odia or Foudia, 
and that as to the Size of it, ’tis hardly 
‘fo big as our Towns in France of the 
fourth and fifth Ra:e. 

“Tre Houtes that were built of Canes 
all along were portable, for as foon as 
the Ambaffador and his Retinue had 
left them, they were taken up and 
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‘carried forward, fo that the Houfes- 


which ferved for Dinner one Day, 
ferved for the fame Purpofe the next 
Day ; and thofe in which they lodg*d 
one Night, ferved for the fame Ufe the 
next Night. ‘This. continual Motion 
brought us at laft near the Capiral, 
where we found a great Houle of 
Canes, which was not to be removed, 
and where the Ambaflador was lodged 
till the Day of Audicnce. In the mean 
time he was vifited by all the great 
Mandarins of the Kingdom, and par- 
ticularly by M. Conftance, but he came 
Incog, becaufe of his Digniey acsyorgh 
: Rank 
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Tue firft Thing treated of was the. 
Ceremonial, during which there were 
great Debates after what manner the 
Letter from the King of France thould 
be delivered to the King of Siam. The 
Ambaffador was for giving it to the: 
King with his own Hand, which was a 
Pretenfion direétly incompatible with 
the Practice of the Kings of Siam ; for, 
as according to them, the principal 
Mark of their Grandeur and Sovereign 
Power confifts in being always raifed 
higher-thatr thofe- who appear before 
them; ani as ’tis for this Réafon that 
they never grant Audience to Ambaf-., 
fadors but thro’ a very high Window 
which looks into the Hall where they 
admit them, the Ambaffador could not 


tiec in wet. Have reach’d the King’s Hand without . 


railing a Stage for the Purpofe with 


 feveral Steps, to which they made fo 


many Objections as took us up feveral 
Days. At length, after a great many 
Jaunts backwards and forwards, ia 
which I was generally employed in the 
Quality of Major, it was agreed, that. 
upon the Day of Audience, the King’s 
Letter fhould be put into a Cup of 
Gold, which fhould have a Foot of the 
ame Metal three Feet and a half in 
Lengin, By the Help of which the 

Am: 
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Ambaflador might lift it up to the 
King’s Window, j 

Upon the Day of Audience, all the 
great Mandarins in their Balons, pre- 
ceded by thofe of the King and Govern- 
ment, repaired to the Ambaflador’s 
Houfe. Thefe Balons, as I have al- 
ready faid, are fmall Gallies commonly 
ufed in this Kingdom, and there’s a 
vaft Number of them, otherwife there 
would be no going abroad, for the 
whole Country lies under Water fix 
Months in the Year, which is owing 
partly to the Situation of the Lands, 
which lie extremely low, and partly to 
the Rains that fall almoft inceffantly at 
a certain Seafon of the Year, 

Tuest Balons are form’d out of the 
Tronk of a Tree made hollow ;' fome 
of them are fo fmall, that they are 
fearce big enough for one Perfon.- The 
biggeft are not above four or five Foot 
wide at moft, but they are very long, 
fo that °tis no extraordinary thing to find 
thofe that have above fourfcore Men 
to row them, nay fome have One 
hundred and twenty. The Oars they 
make ufe of are in the Shape of a 
Shovel, half a Foot broad at the End, 
which is rounded, and a little above 
three Foot long. . The Rowers are 
train’d to obferve the Commands of a 
Guide who fteers them, and ‘as fur- 

prizing 
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1685. prizing with what Dexterity they obey 
‘wey him. - Some of thofe Balons are very 
ftately, reprefenting often the Figures 
of Dragons, or fome Sea-Montter ; and 
thofe of the King are all over gilt. 
Out of the vaft Number that brought 
Company to the Ambaffador, there 
were few but what were very magni- 

ficent, ; 
Tue Mandarins having landed and 
paid theirComplimentsto hisExcellency, 
we embark’d in the following Order. 
The King’s Letter was put infoa Balon 
‘and Jaid upon a high Throne. The Am- 
baffador, the Abbe de Choif,. and their 
Retinue, placed themfelves either in the 
King’s Balons, or thofe of the State. 
The Mandarins returned to their own 
Balons; and in this Order we fet out 
with the Sound of Trumpets and 
Drums ; both Sides of the River, to 
the Place we were to go afhore at, 
being Jin’d by infinice Numbers of 
Spectators, invited thither by the 
Novelty of the Sight, who, as the 
Balon fail’d by with the King’s Letter, 
made their Obeifance to the very 

Ground. 

hart Wuen we came within a certain 
valattte Diftance of the Palace, we wentafhore, 
ee Where a Sort of portable Stage was 
provided for the Ambaffador, adorn’d 
with €vimfon Velvet, and an Arm: 
P Chair 
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Chair upon it, which was gilt. There 168 65 
Were two other Stages not quite fo fine, ware 
one forthe Abbé de Choifi, and the other 

for the Apoftolical Vicar. They were 

all three carry’d in this manner to the 
Palace, being accompany’d by the 

whole Train on Horfeback. 

Tue firit Place we enter’d, was a 

very fpacious Court, in which ftood a 
great Number of Elephants rang’d in 
two Lines, through which we pafs’d. 
There we faw the white Elephant 4o 
much efteem’d by the Siamefe, {tanding 
apart from the reft, for Diftinétion. 
Out of this Court we went into a fecond, 
where 500 or 600 Men with their Arms 
painted blue, were fitting on the bare 
Ground, like thofe we faw at the Bar. 
They are the Exccutioners, and at the 
fame time the Foot-Guards of the 
Kings of Siam. After paffing thro’ {e- 
veral other Courts, we came to the Hall 
of Audience, which is a Jong Square 
with feven or cight Steps to afvcnd it, 

Tue Ambafiidor was plac’d in an The Cer, 
Elbow Chair, holding the Cup b the mony of 
Foot, in which was ‘Re ete Tene Audience; 
The Abbé de Choifi was on his Right, 
but his Seat was lower, on a Stool. On 
the other Side was the Apottolical Vi- 
car, whofe Station was upon a Foot- 

Carpet laid there for the Purpofe, 
which was neater than the greac Carpet - 

Vor. I, FE with 
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with which the whole Floor was co- 


war ver’d. All the Ambaffador’s Retinue 


fate in the fame manner on the Ground 
crofs-lego’d. We were charg’d above 
all things to be cautious of putting out 
our Feet, that being reckon’d at Siem 
the greateft Piece of ill Manners that 
canbe. The Ambaffador, the Abbé 
de Choifi, and the Apoftolical Vicar, 
were pofted all three in a Line facing 
the Vhrone,. and we were all rank’d 
behind them in three Files. On the 
Left-hand were the great Mandarins, 
with thofe of the higheft Quality by 
their Side, and fo on fucceffively, thofe 
of inferior Dignity, till they reach’d to 
the EIall Door. 

Wuen every thing was ready, a great 
Drum was beat; at which Signal the 
Mandarins» who had nothing on. but a 
Piece of Linen, which reach’d from 
the Waift to half of the Thigh, a fort 
of Muflin Waiftcoat, and a Bafket- 
Cap on their Heads in Form of a Py- 
ramid, cover’d with Muflin, fquatted 
down upon the Ground, leaning upon 
their Knees, and Elbows. The Pof- 
ture of thefe Mandarins with their 
Caps feeming as if ftuck in one ano- 
ther’s A---fes, made every Frenchman 
ladgh. The fame Drum beat again 
feveral times, with certain Intervals 
between; and at the fixth Beat the 

King 
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King open’d the Window, and fhew’d 


himfclf. 

He had on a high-crown’d Hat, 
fuch as they wore formerly in France, 
but the Brim of it was fearce above an 
Inch broad ; w the was ty’d un- 
der his Chin wi Sik Ribband. His 
Habit was aft Perfian Fathion, be- 
ing a Stuff of the Colour of Flame and 
Gold. He hada rich Scarf about his 
Middle with a Poniard ; his Fingers 
were adorn’d with a great Number of 
coftly Rings. He wasabout fifty Years 
of Age, a very thin Man, of low Sta- 
ture, and no Beard, but on the Left- 
fide of his Chin he had a Wart, from 
which fprouted two long Hairs like 
Horfe-Hair. M. de Chaumont, after 
having faluted him with a profound 
Reverence, made his Harangues fitting, 
and with his Head cover’d. M. Con. 
Jtance fapply’d the Place of Tnterpre- 
ter 3 after which the Ambaflador ap- 
proaching towards the W indow, pre- 
fented the Letter to this good King ; 
who, whether the Ambaflador did it 
for the Purpofe, or whether the Foot 
of the Cup prov’d not to be long 
enough, was oblig’d to ftoop very low, 
and to bend half of his Body out of 
the Window before he cou’d reach it. 

His Siamefe Majefty put feveral 
Queftions to the Amb: fiidor, inquir’d 

F2 into 
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into the Health of the King and the 
Royal Family, and afk’d him fome 
other Particulars concerning the King- 
dom of France. Then the great Drura 
was beat, the King fhut the Window, 
and the Mandarins {tood up. 

Wuen the Audience was over, the 
Ambafiador was conducted to the Houfe 
fitted up for his Refidence, which was 
of Brick, but fmall and ill-built, yet 
the beft in the whole City ; for one 
muft not expect to find Palaces in the 
Kingdom of Siam, as magnificent as 
ours in France. The King’s indeed,+ 
is very large, but forrily contriv’d, 
without Proportion, .and of an odd 
‘Ralte. AL che reit of the Town, 
which is far from being neat, confifts 
only of Houfes of Timber or Canes, 
except one Strect that has Two hun- 
dred Houfes built of Brick, but then 
they are very finall, and only one Story 
high. They are inhabited by the Moors 
and Ching. As to the Pagods or Tem- 
ples of their Idols, they are built of 
Brick like our Churches, but the Houfes 
of the Talapoins or Monks of the Coun- 
try, are only of Wood like the others. 

Besipes the public Audience, the 
Ambaffador had feveral Conferences 
with the King; but the Ceremonial of 
this Country is extremely fatiguing, for 
never was there a private Interview, 

without . 
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without a thoufand Points to fettle be- 1685, 
forehand. In quality of Major, it was Nw 
my Tafk to go between them, and to 
carry what was faid on both Sides ; and 
as to my own Share in the whole Ne- 
gotiation, of which the King himfelf 
was Witnefs more than once, I had, I the King’s 
know not which to call it, the Happi- Pondnets » 
nefs or the Misfortune to pleafe him. tion? 
Be this as it will, he was very defirous 
to retain me at his Court, and adually 
fpoke about it to M. Conftance. 

Tuis Minifter, who had his parti- 
cular Views, and for Reafons that I 
fhall mention in their Place, did not 
care I fhou’d return to France, at leaft 
for a while, was infinitely pleas’d to 
find the King fo affected, and improv’d 
the Opportunity which fo fairly offer’d Bnconrag’a 
itfelf without his feeking it. He gave by,bis Me 
his Majefty to underftand, that befides 
the Services which I was capable of 
doing him in his Dominions, it was 
Convenient that, fince he intended to 
fend Ambaffadors to France (for they 
were actually nominated, and every 
thing was ready for their Departure) 
fome Perfon of the Ambaffador’s Re- 
tinue fhou’d ftay in the Kingdom, in 
the Nature of a Hoftage, to be an- 
fwerable for the Behaviour of the Court 
of France to the Ambaffadors of Siam. 
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Tuese Arguments, whether good 
or bad, deterinin’d the King not to let 
me go, and M. Conflance had Orders 
to fignify his Majelty’s Intentions to 
M. de Chaumont. ‘The Ambaflador 
told the Minifter, that he was not 
Matter of my Deftiny, and that it was ° 
none of his Bufinefs to difpofe of any 
one of the King’s Officers, efpecially 
one of fo diftinguifh’d a Family and 
Rank in the World, as the Chevalier 
de Forbin. But thefe Objections did 
not difcourage M. Conftance ; he re- 
new’d his Importunity, and after a 
great many Arguments urg’d Pro and 
Con, he declar’d to the Ambaflador, 
that the King wou’d abfolutely detain 
me in his Country, asa Hoftage. 
Turis Declaration aftonifh’d M. de 
Chaumont, who feeing no Profpect of 
my Liberty to go home, confulted 
with M. Conftance, and the Abbé de 
Choifi, who was one at all their private 
Conferences, what Means they fhou’d 
ufe to perfuade me to acquiesce in his 
Siamefe Majetty’s Intentions. The 
Abbé de Cheifi was pitch’d upon to 
propofe the Thing to me, but I was 
not atall difpos’d to receive it. I told 
him, that fetting afide the Diflike I 
fhou’d have to ftay behind in a Country 
fo remote, and with a People whofe 
Manners and Cuftoms were fo different 
from 
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from thofe of my native Country, I 
cou’d never think of facrificing’ the 
fmall Beginnings which I had made of 
a Fortune in France, and the Hopes of 
farther Advancement, to ftay at Siam, 
where the greateft Eftablithments I 
cou’d expect, were not eQuivalent to, 
the little I had already. 

Tur Abbé de Choifi thought what 
T faid very reafonable, and acknow- 
Jedging how unjuft ic wou’d be to offer 
any Violenee to me upon this Article, 
he propos’d my Objections to M. Con- 
ance; who taking him up very quick, 
faid to him, Sir, Let not the Chevalier 
de Forbin trouble himfelf about bis For- 
tune, but leave that to me. He does not 
Jet know this Country, and the Value of 
it; we'll make him High-Admiral, Ge- 
neral of the King’s Armies, and: Gover- 
nor of Bancock, where a Citadel is going 
to be built forthwith for the Reception of 
‘the Troops that are to be fent hither by the 
King of France. 

Aut thefe fine Promifes brought to 
me by the Abbé de Choifi, did not 
tempt me: I perfectly knew the mifer- 
able State of this Kingdom, and ftill 
perfifted in my Defign to return to 
France. M. de Chaumont was fo prets’d 
by the King, and much more by -his 
Minifter, that he cou’d not deny him 
what he fo earneftly intreated ; and 
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therefore, coming one Day in Perfon, 


Rec I cannot refufe (Maid he) dis Siamete . 
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Majefty’s Demand of your Perjfons and 
advife you, as my particular Friend, to 
accept of the Offers be makes you 5 for 
whether you do or not, the Moment that 
the King abjolutely injifts upon it, you 
will be oblig’d to ftay. 

Be1ne provok’d to fee how warmly 
I was prefs’d againft my Inclination, I 
told him, that he argued to no Purpofe ; 
and that I wou’d never confent to ftay 
at Siam, unlefs he laid his Commands 
upon mein the (French) King’s Name. 
Agreed, {aid he) I command you then, ac- 
cordingly, Waving now no other Re- 
medy left, I acquiefe’d but had the 
Precaution to demand an Order of him 
for itin Writing, which he very civilly 
granted me. Four Days after this, I 
was inftall’d Admiral and General of 
the King of Sigm’s Armies, and _re- 
ceiv’d the Sabre and Veft, the Enfigns: 
of my new Dignity, in Prefence of the 
Ambaffador and all his Retinue, who 
came to wifh me Joy. 
' Wutte M. Conjtance, who had his 
own Ends perpetually in View, was 
fetting all thofe Springs at work to de- 
tain me at Siam, he left no Stone un- 
tura’d to give the French a grand Idea 
of the Kingdom, by making continual 
Feafts, which were always fo well or- 

der’d, 
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der’d, that no Preparations were want- 
ing to fet them off. He alfo took care 
to fhew the Ambaffador and us French- 
men, all the Riches of the Royal Trea- 
fure, which are truly worthy of a great 
King, and enough to make one in love 
with his Court ; but he was fo cunning 
as not to tell us, that this Heap of Gold, 
Silver, and precious Stones of immenfe 
Value had been rais’d by the Gifts of a 
long Race of Kings, who had all con- 
tributed to augment it ; for it is an 
eftablifh’d Cuftom at Siam to extol their 
Kings for nothing fo much as the con- 
fiderable Augmentation they make to 
this Treafure, which they are never 

. permitted to touch, be their Neceffities 
eer fo great. 

ArreRwarps he carry’d him toall 
the fineft Pagods in the Town and 
Country. This is a Name they give 
here not only to the Temples of their 
Idols, but to the Idols themfelves. The 
Temples are full of Images of Plaifter, 
gilded with fo much Art, that one wou’d 
be apt tothink them Gold. And, indeed, 
M. Conftance did not fail to hint that 
they were fo; which was the more rea- 
dily believ’d, becaufe we cou’d not 
touch them, they being generally plac’d 
too high to be reach’d, or elfe inclas’d 
with Iron Grates, which are never 

F 5 open’d, 


10$. 
1685. 


The Trea- 

fure of the. 
ings of 

Stam. 


Their Par 
gods. 


106 MEMOIRS of the 


1685. open’d, and muft not be approach’d to 
So, Within a certain Diftance. 5 
Tue Minifter judging that the Mag- 
‘TheConrt’s nificence of the Prefents intended for 
ase the King and Court of France might 
pes gine contribute much to his Defign, he 
France.  drain’d the Kingdom for the beft of 
every ‘thing that it produc’d. Who- 
ever does but read what Father Tachard 
and the Abbé de Cluifi have writ upon 
this Head, may truly fay, that he car- 
ry’d Things to Excef , {ince he not on- 
ly exhaufted Siam, but fent alfo to 
China and Fapan, for what was moft 
Rare and Curious, and was continually 
loading the King’s Ships till they cou’d 
contain no more. 
Andtotie. In a Word, that he might be in no 
body’s Debe, every Man of us had fome 
» Prefent or other, fo that there was 
not a Sailor but had a Tafte of his 
Bounty. Tiicfe were the Methods 
by which the Ambafiador and all our 
Countrymen were bubbled by thiscrafty 
Minifter, who always kept his main 
Defign in View, and omitted nothing 
thar might concur to the Succefs of 
It 
Every thing being ready for M, 
de Cdaamont’s Departure, he’ obtain’d 
his Audience of Leave. As I was 
not to go Home with him, and as I 
did not think fit to lay out the Six 
thoufand 
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thoufand Livres at Siam, which I re- 16$5.. 
ceiv’d for Madam Rouillet’s Coral, I put Gane 
that Sum into the Hands of a Faétor 
of the Jndies, from whom I obtain’d a 
Bill of Exchange, which I fent to that 
Lady, excufing myfelf for mot having 
laid out her Money according to her 
Commiffions, becaufe I had not found 
an Opportunity to do it to Advantage. 

At laft when the Day was come for 

the Ambaffador’s Departure, M. Con- ‘ie Aime 
fiance and 1, went to fee him aboard, taffudor's 
and from thence after a great many Persie, 
Teftimonies of mutual Friendthip, we Country. 
return’d to Louvo. at 

It is now proper to give fome Ac- An Ac. _ 
count of the Political Views of M. sunt oftiw: 
Conftance; after which I will tell the Prime Mi! 
Reafons why he fo earneftly wifh’d ™** 
to detain me at Siam. This Miniter, 
who was by Birth a Greek, and from 
the Son of a Vinmer, at a little 
Village call’d Cuftode in the Me of 
Cephalonia, was come to be abfolute 
Governor of the Kingdom of Siam, 
did not raife himfelf to that Poft, 
nor maintain himfelf in it, without 
ftirring up the Envy and Hatred 
of all the Mandarins, and the Popu- 
lace too. 

The firft Service he enter’d into, 
was that of the Barkalsz, i. e. the 
Prime Minifter, who lik’d him very 

F 6 - wells 
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5685. wells for his fweet and engaging Be- 
wry haviour, and above all, his Genias for 
Bufinefs, which nothing cou’d em- 
barafs, foon introduc’d him into the in- 
tire Confidence of his Mafter, who 
loaded him with Favours, and pre- 
fented him to the King as a Perfon 

capable of doing him faithful Service. 
Tue Prince had not known him 
long, before he repos’d a Confidence 
in him too; but from a Principle of 
Ingratitude which can never be enough 
‘lis Ingra- detefted, the new Favourite hating to 
tiene te: have a Competitor in the good Graces 
efter tat Of his Prince, and making ill Ufe of 
Miidhim. the Credit he had already obtain’d 
with him, firft render’d him jealous 
of the Barkalon, and foon after engag’d 
the King to get rid of a faithful Sub- 
jet, who had always done him good 
Services. M. Conflance having thus 
made his Benefactor the firft Victim 
which he facrificed to his Ambition, 
began to render himfelf odious to the 

whole Kingdom. 

Tue Mandarins and all the Great 
Men being, exafperated at a Proceeding 
which gave them Reafon to fear it 
His great Might be their own Turn next, held 
“Power with feveral Cabals againit the new Minifter, 
“8 and-hop’d to root him out of the King’s 
Favour; but it was too late, for he 
work’d upon the Prince’s Paffion to 
fuch 
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fuch a degree, againft thofe who had 168 5« 
attempted to crofs him in his Favour, www 
that above Three hundred paid for it 
with their Lives. He afterwards made 
fuch an Improvement of his Fortune, 
and of his Mafter’s Foibles, that what 
with his Extortion, and downright 
Violence, and what with Traffick, And im- 
which he had engrofs’d all into his mene 
own Hands, he amafs’d an immenfe 
Treafure. : 
So many Outrages, which never- The fecret 
thelefs he ‘always colour’d over with a conecate 
a pretended View tothe Publick Good, pie. ; 
had fet the whole Nation againtt 
him ; but their Refentment was kept 
fo fecret, that not a Man durft declare 
it; for they hop’d that the King’s old 
Age and crazy Conttitution, would 
bring about a fpeedy Revolution. 
CONSTANCE knew how ll- 
belov’d he was: He had too much 
Underftanding, and was too fenfible 
of the Injuries he had done them, to 
think that they cou’d foon forget them. 
Befides, no Man knew better than 
himfelf, what little Dependance there 
was upon the King’s Lite, whofe weak 
Conftitution was every Day declining. 
He alfo forefaw what he was to expect 
from a Revolution, and was fully con- 
vine’d that he cou’d never fave him- 
felf, but by the Eitablifhment of fome 
foreign 
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foreign Power in the Kingdom, to 
fupport and protect him. : 

Tuar in fhort was the only Card 
he had to play, and the only thing he 
had in View. In order to attain to it, 
his Bufinefs in the firft Place, was to 
perfuade the King to adinit Foreigners 
into his Dominions, and to truft them 
with the keeping of a Part of his 
Territories. M. Con/tance carricd this 
Point with no great Difficulty, for 
the King paid fuch a Deference to every 
thing that the Minister propos’d to 
him, and the Minifter fo artfully dif- 
play’d all the Advantages that wou’d 
redound from an Alliance with Fo- 
reigners, that this Prince gave an 
implicit Confent to every thing he 
ask’d: The great Difficulty that re- 
main’d, was to determin what Prince 
to apply to. 

CONSTANCE, who only atted 
for his own Intereft, cou’d not bear 
the Thoughts of applying to any 
Princes in the Neighbourhood ;_ they 
being fo notorious tor Breach of Faith, 
that he had too great Reafon to fear, 
they wou’d Grft inrich themfelves with 
his Spoils, and then deliver him over 
to the Mandarins for Juftice, or elfe 
make fome ‘lreaty, of which his Head 
wou'd be the Price. 


THE 
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Tue Englifh and Duich coud not 1685. 
be tempted to Siam with the Hopes LAA 
of Gain, becaufe it was a Country of 
no great Trade. For the fame Rea- And why he 
fons he could not prevail with himfelf Freuiine 
to apply to the Spaniards, nor to the than any 
Pirepieh and in‘fine, when he faw pee 
there was no other Remed y> he thought 
the French would be the moft eafily 
deceiv’d. With this View he engag’d 
his Mafter to court an Alliance with 
the King of France by the Embafly, 
of which we made mention at firfts 
and therefore when he had given it fo 
particularly in Charge to the Ambafla- 
dors to infinuate, that their Mafter had 
fome Inclination of embracing Chrifti- 
anity, which by the way, his Siamefe 
Majefty never had: a Thought of, the 
Moft Chriftian King in his great Piety 
thought fit to concur to fo good a 
Work, by fending Ambaffadors in his 
turn to the King of Siam. * 

CONSTANCE perceiving how well 
he had fucceeded in one Part of his 
Project, confider’d how to make the 
remaining Part of it turn to his Advan- 
tage. The firft han to whom he open’d 
his Lips about it, was M. de Chaumont 5 
he gave him to underftand, that the 
Dutch had long with’d for a Settlement 
at Siam, in hopes of enlarging their 

‘Trade; but that the King iors 
e 
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1685. the imperious Humour of that Nationy 
and fearing they might make them- 
felves Mafters of his Dominions, wou’d 
never hear the Mention of it; that 
however if the King of France, whofe 
Faith was more to be rely’d on, was 
difpos’d to enter into a Treaty with 
his Siamefe Majefty, he would engage 
that the Fortrefs of Bancock, a Place 
of Importance, andas it were the Key 
of the Kingdom, fhould be put into 
his Hands, provided he would fend 
Troops thither, with Engineers, and 
all the Money neceflary for beginning 
the Settlement. 

eat M. de Chaumont and the Abbé de 

e French <5 " 

Minifers, Choi/y, to whom this Matter was com- 

not f ‘ond municated, not thinking it feafible, 

Jed as their would not undertake it. Father 

Mle Zachard came into it without much 
Difficulty. His Eyes were immedi- 
ately dazzled with the Advantages he 
thought the King would reap from 
this Alliance, Advantages which Con- 
Jéance fet off at an extravagant Rate, 
far beyond the leaft Appearance of 

The Art of Truth. He was deluded in another 

Te ee! refpect by this crafty Minifter, this 

pitterte de occafional Hypocrite, who pretending 

fatter, a pious. Zeal, as a Cloak for all his 
fearet Prattices, reprefented how much 
Religion wou’d be advanc’d, as well 

by the King of Siam, who he made 

him 
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- him believe would certainly embrace 168 S 
Chriftianity, as by the Protection which war 
the Miffionaries would be fure of in 
the Work of the Miniftry from a 
French Garrifon at Bancock: He was 
wheedled alfe by the confiderable Efta- 
blifhment promifed for the Jefuits by 
M. Conftance, who engag’d that a 
College and an Obfervatory fhould be 
buile for them at Levvo, In a Word, 
the credulous Father perceiving nothing 
in the whole Propofal, but what was 
for the Advantage of the King, of 
Religion, and his Society, undertook 
to negotiate the Affair without .any 
Hefitation, and he was fo fanguine in 
his Expectation of bringing it to pafs, 
that he actually promis’d M. Conftance 
it fhou’d be done, admitting that Father 
de la Chaize would interfere in it, and 
ufe his Intereft with the King. 

From that Moment the whole Se- The Secret 
cret of the Embafly was repofed in why that 
Father Yachard, and he was deter- sab nciome 
min’d to return to France, with the Count For~ 
Siamefe Ambaffadors. Matters being apis 
fettled thus far, Conftance imagin’d that 
nothing cou’d be more prejudicial to 
his Project, than my Return to France; 
and his Reafon for it was this: In the 
various Negotiations which I had 
manag’d with him, by Virtue of my 
Function, as Major of the Embaffy, 

he 
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1685. he difcovered in me that Opennefs, 

wryn that Chara@er of Franknefs which 
render’d it impoffible for me to diffem- 
ble, or to call Things by their wrong . 
Names. Therefore he was apprehen- 
five, that as I had no very great No- 
tion of Siam, or of any Commerce 
that cou’d be fettled there, which I 
had declared very frankly, though I 
did not, in the leatt, fufpe& his De- 
fign; he apprehended, I fay, that 
when I came to France, I fhou’d make 
the fame Declaration as I had done at 
Siam, and that, by divulging my intire 
Opinion of this Country, I fhould, with - 
a Word’s fpeaking, dafh that Project 
in Pieces, on the Succefs of which he 
founded all his Hopes. 

Anp, if I muft {peak the Truth,. he 
was much in the right to be diffident 
of me upon this Article ; for I fhou’d 
certainly have told every Thing that I 
knew ; having the Intereft of my King 
too much at Heart, to give Way, by 
my Silence, to an Undertaking of very 
great Expence, and no Profit. The 
Minifter fearing therefore that I fhou’d 
mar all the Meafures which he had 
hitherto conduéted with fo much Art, 
left no Stone un-turn’d to keep me at 
Siam, as I have already obferved. 

Tuese that I have mention’d were 
the true Reafons of my being detain’d, 

tho? 
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tho’ I was an utter Stranger to them, 168 Sa 
till the Ambaffadors were gone, when 
T had a long Conference with this Mi- 
nifter, in which he gave me the firft 
Hint of a great Part of what I have 
related and the reft I learnt afterwards, 
partly by private Difcourfe which I 
had with Perfons who knew the whole 
Secret, and, partly by the Contingence 
of future Events, of which I cou’d 
eafily trace the Spring, as faft as I faw 
them occur. I return now to my Life 
at Siam. 

Wuen the Anbafiidors were gone, Description 
T went with M. Csiance to Lowvo, % Lowes 
the King of Siam’s Country Seat, and Mandarin 
the Place of his ordinary Refidence ; 
for he goes to Foudia the Capital City, 
about Seven Leagues off, but very fel- 
dom, and on certain Days of Ceremony. 
Being introduced into the Palace here, 
for the firft Time, I cou’d not help 
being extremely furprized at the Situ- 
ation of the Mandarins. I was before 
very much concern’d to be left behind 
at Siam, but what I faw here, made 
me {till more chagrin. 

Axi the Mandarins were fitting in reir: dare 
a Circle, upon Mats of fmall Ofer. ee 
There was but one Lamp to illuminate Candie. 
the whole Court, and when a Manda- "cs. 
rin wanted to read or write any Thing, 
he took a Piece of yellow Wax-Can- 

dle 
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16845. dle out of his Pocket, which he kindled 

wry~ at this Lamp, and then put it upon a 
Piece of Wood, which, turning to 
either Side upon a Hinge, ferv’d for 
a Candleftick. 

Tuts Decoration, fo different from 
what I ever faw at the Court of France, 
made me fo curious as to ask M. 
Conftance if all the Grandeur of the 
Mandarins confifted in what I then faws 
to which he anfwered me in the Af- 
firmative ; and, perceiving that I was 
fo confounded, that I had not a Word 
to fay, he took me afide, and talking 
to me with more Freedom than ever 
he had done before, ¢ Don’t be fur- 
* priz’d, jays be, at what you now 
‘ fee. This, in good Truth, isa poor 
* Kingdom ; but, however, your For- 
* tune fhall not fuffer by it: Leave 
* that to me.’ And after this, being 
defirous to difcover his whole Mind 
to me, we had a long Converfation, 
wherein he let me into all his Views, 
that amounted to the fame which I - 
juft now mention’d. This Condué of 
the Minifter furpriz’d me altogether 
as much as the Mifery of the Manda- ° 
rins. For cou’d it be imagin’d, that 
one of his refined Politicks, wou’d 
have fo freely open’d his Breaft to a 
Man, whom he had fo lately hin- 
dered from returning to his own Coun- 


try, 
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try, becaufe he was always afraid to 168 5: 

truft to his Difcretion ? wy 
I went to the Palace every Day, none 

for two Months together, ane conte Ante te 

never, but once, get a Sight of the we ing 

King, but afterwards I faw him oftner. ak lm? 

This Prince afk’d me one Day, if I tiva Ss 

was not very glad to ftay at hisCourt? [ Court: 

did not think my felf obliged to tell 

him the Truth, but made Anfwer, that 

I efteem’d it a very great Happinets 

to be in his Majefty’s Service ; yet 

there was not fuch a Falfhood in Na- 

ture ; for my Vexation that I cou’d 

not get back to France, increafed at 

every turn, efpecially, when I faw 

with what Severity the {malleft Faults 

were punifh’d. 

Tue Perfon who caufes Juftice to 
be executed, is the King himfelf, who, 
as I have already faid, has always 
Four Hundred Executioners with him, 
for his ordinary Guard. Nobody can 
fcreen himfelf from the fevere Py- 
nifhments he inflicts ; for the Sons and 
Brothers of the Kings are no more 
exempt than other Men. 

THEY commonly flit the Mouths ThePunifh- 
to the very Ears, of fuch as don’t Adal ck 
fpeak enough, and few up theirs who Criminals 
talk too much. For very trivial Faults, #* 5!" 
they cut off Mens Legs, burn their 
Arms with a red-hot Iron, ftrike them 

with 
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with a Sabre, over their Heads, or 
pull their Teeth out. A Man is con- 
demn’d, for nothing at all almoft, to 
the Baftinado, to carry a Cangue, or 
Yoke about his Neck, or to be ex- 
pofed bare-headed to the fcorching 
Heat of the Sun ; and there’s fearce _ 
a Subject living, but, at one Time or 
other, has had the Points of Canes 
thraft under his Nails to the very 
Root, or his Feet pat in the Cep or 
Stocks, and other Puniihments of thé 
like Kind. 

My Surprize to fee the great Man- 
darins expofed to fuch fevere Treat- 
ment, made me ask M. Conftance if I. 
had not Reafon to expeét the like Fare. 
He anfwered in the Negative, and 
that this Severity did not extend to 
Foreigners ; but he told a Lye, for, 
as I heard afterwards, he himfelf was 
baftinado’d, while his Predeceffor was 
in the Adminiftration. 

To conclude, the King provided a 
very'little Houfe for me, where I had 
Thirty-fix Slaves to attend me, anda 
Couple of Elephants ; but the Men 
are fo temperate in this Country, and 
Provifions fo cheap, that my Houfe- 
keeping coft me but Five Sods a Day. 
As for my own Part, I tabled with 
M. Conftance. My Houfe being but 
meanly furnith’d, Twelve Silver 

Plates 
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Plates were added to it, and Two 
large Cups of the fame Metal, but 
none of them very fubftantial, with 
Four Dozen of Napkins, and Two 
yellow Wax -Candies, which were 
“tlow’d me‘every Day. This was the 
whole Equipage, in fhort, of the 
Great Admiral and General of the King’s 
Army. : 

Wuen the King went to take the 
Aa in.the, Country, or to hunt the Eles 
phant, he found~Provifion for all his 
Attendants. We were ferved at fuch 
Times with Rice and Ragous after the 
‘Siamefe Mode, which went down well 
enough with the Natives of the Coun- 
“ay but no Frenchman, who was not 
ufed to that Sort of Cookery, cou’d 
fancy them. Indecd M. Conftance, 
who was generally of the Retinue, took 
Care to have better Food provided ; 
but when fpecial Affairs detain’d him 
at Home, I had much ado to make 
a Meal on what was cook’d for the 
King. 

Tue King often did me the Honour, 
at Diverfions of this Kind, to converfe 
with me, and I anfwer’d him by the 
Mouth of the Interpreter who was 
allowed me by M. Conjtance. As this 
Prince wave me many Teftimonies of 
his good Will, I ventur’d fometimes to 
take Liberties which he conniv’d at ; 
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but would have coft another Man very 


wyvn™) dear. One Day when he was going 


Bis Pre. 
fumption 
upon it- 


to have one of his Domettics chaftis’d, 
for having forgot a Handkerchief, I, 
not knowing the Cuftoms of the Coun- 
try, and being ambitious to make ufe 
of my Favour at Court, to do the poor 
Man Service, ventur’d to beg a Pardon 
for him. 

Tue King, who was furpriz’d at 
my Prefumption, was downright angry 
with me, infomuch that M. Conflance, 
who was prefent, waxed pale, and was 
afraid I fhou’d undergo a fevere 
Punifhment ; but for my own Part, I 
had the Prefence of Mind to tell the 
Prince, thay the King of France my 
Matter, when Mercy was bege’d for 
Criminals, was charm’d that he had 
an Opportunity of fhewing his Mode- 
ration and Clemency ; and that his Sub- 
Jeéts, in Acknowledgment of  thofe 
Adts of his Grace, ferv’d him with the 
more Zeal and Affeétion, and were 
always ready to ftake their Lives for 
a Prince whofe Goodnefs render’d him 
fo amiable. The King’s Heart being 
melted by my Anfwer, he pardon’d the 
guilty Perfon, by faying that he wou’d 
follow the Example of the King of. 
France; but he added, that th’ fuch 
Kindnets was well beftow’d upon French 
Men, who are by Nature generous, 

it 
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it wou'd be dangerous to fhew it to 
the ungrateful Siamefe, who were not 
tobe reitraincd but by the fevereit 
Punifhments. 

Tuts Adventure made a Noife in 
the Kingdom, and furprized the Man- 
darins, “who expected I fthow’d have 
my Mouth fewed ap, jorimy Rafhness ; 
Conftance alfo admonifh’d nic in private 
to take Heed for the Future, and 
greatly blamed me for being fo pert 
and imprudent; but I made Antfwer, 
that I did nor repent of what I had 
done, fince it had fo well fucceeded. 

Iv fhort, it was fo far from hurting 
me, that I obferved, the King, from 
that very Day, took the more De- 
light in‘ converfing with me; for I 
diverted him by telling a thouiand 
Stories, after my Manner, which he 
feemed to be pleafed with. °Tis true 
that a little Matter wou’d do it, he 
being a ftupid and very ignorant Prince, 
One Day when he was hunting a young 
Elephant, he ask’d me what I thought 
of all thofe Preparations, which had 
really fomething in them that was 
magnificent, < Sire, feid I to him, 
* when I fee your Majefty, follow’d 
* by all this Train, methinks I behold 
‘ my. Mafter, at the Head of his 
‘ Troops, giving his Orders, and 
‘ making Difpofitions in a Day of 

Vou. I, G - * Battle.” 
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1685. © Battle.” This Anfwer, as I guefs‘d 
“errr w before-hand, pleas’d him hugely. For‘ 
Iknew, thathe was fo fond of nothing in 
the World, as tobecompared to Louis 

LE GRAND. 
The Splen- Anpd, to fpeak the Truth, this, 
agiwhee Which was only a Comparifon between 
he gees a the oucward Grandeur and Magnifi- 
wiond: cence of the two Princes, was not in 
all refpects unjuft, there being few 
Sights in the World finer than when 
toc King of Siam goes abroad in pub- 
lic. For, tho’ the Kingdom is poor, 
and one fees no Token of Grandeur 
in any Part of it; yet, when the King, 
who lives a reclufe Life in the midft 
of his Palace, without the Admiffion 
of any Body to him, not even of his 
moft intimate Confidents, to whom he 
never fpeaks, but thro’? a Window; 
when, I fay, this Prince appears in 
public, he fhines in all the Pomp 
fuitable to the Majefty of a Great 

King. 

Agreatin. Tue Time that he fhews himfelf in 
postion the greateft Splendor is when he goes 
Year. every Year upon the River, to com- 
mand the: Waters to retire. I have 
already faid, more than once, that the 
whole Kingdom is overflow’d — Six 
Months in the Year: The chief Caufe 
of it is the Melting of the Snow upon 
the Mountains of Zarfary: But when 
; the 
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thé Winter returns, and the Thaw ceafes, 
the Waters begin by Degrees to abate, 
and leaving the Country dry, the 
Siamefe take that Time to gather in 
their Harveft of Rice, which grows 
here in greater Plenty than in any 
other Country in the World. 

Ar this Seafon, after the Waters 
begin vifibly to be diminifh’d, the 
King goes abroad for the Ceremony I 
am fpeaking of. He appears upon a 
great Throne, all fhining with Gold, 
plac’d in the Middle of a ately Galley. 
Upon this Occafion, he is follow’d by 
a Crowd of great and little Mandarins 
aflembled from all the Provinces, each 
in magnificent Galleys, accompany’d 
with a Multitude of others ; and, with 
this Attendance, he goes to a certain 
Part of the River, where he ftrikes the 
Water with 2 Sabre, and commands It 
to retire. When they return from 
this Solemnity, there is a confiderable 
Reward for the Galley which comes 
back firft to the Palace. Nothing is 
fo pretty as this Struggle, and to fee 
the various Arts of the nimble Galleys 
to get the Start of one another. 

To return to our Hunting. After 
the Elephant was taken, the King 
continued his Difcourfe with me; and 
endeavour’d to convince me what a 
Share of Underftanding thofe Animals 
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feem to be endow’d with. « The Beaft 
« that I now ride on, fays the Prince, 
may be brought as an Inftance of it. 
Not long ago, there was a Corna or 
Groom that ufed to make him faft, 
by letting him have but half of the 
Food which was his ufual Allowance. 
This Animal, which had no other 
Way of complaining, but by its 
Cries, made fuch a horrid Noife that it 
was heard all over the Palace. Being 
at a great Lofs to think why he cry’d 
fo thuch, at laft, I miftrufted the 
Caufe, and plac’d a new Corna to 
take Care of him, who being more 
honeft, and giving him his, whole 
Meafure of Rice, without robbing 
him of a Grain, the Elephant parted 
it into two Parcels with his Trunk, 
and when he had eat juft one half, 
he cry’d out again, plainly hinting 
by it to thofe who came to fee what 
was the Matter with him, how un- 
faithful the former Corna was to him, 
who confefs’d his Crime, and was 
by my Orders feverely chattifed. 
Tue Prince alfo told me feveral 
other Paffiges upon this Head, which 
I fhou’d have hardly believed, if they 
had come from any Body elfe. But 
thefe that follow are Fa&s which I 
faw with my own Eyes. When the 
Elephants are rutting, they grow out- 
rageous, 
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tageous, fo that, to pacify them, their 1685 
Keepers are obliged to put a Female ee 
along with them, efpecially when they 
80 to be water’d ; at which time the Fe- 
male goes before, with a Man riding 
upon her, who founds a Sort of Horn, to 
warn People to be upon their Guard, and 
to retire out of the Way, 

Aw Elephant that they were thus 
leading to Water at Rutting - time, 
broke loofe, and ran into the Midit 
of the River, roaring and making 
every Body fly out of his Way. I 
took Horfe and follow’d to fee what 
was become of him. I found the Corna’s 
Wife running with her young Child to 
the Brink of the River, where fhe 
reproach’d the Creature, as it were, 
in thefe Terms. 20u want my Hufband’s 
Leg to be cut off, do Jou: For you 
know that’s the common Punifhment of 
th? Cornas when they let their Ele- 
Phants efcape s Well” then, * Jince. my 
Llufoand is to die, there's my Child 
too, come and kill it. When fhe had 
faid this, the laid the Child down, and 
went her Way. The Child began to 
cry, upon which the Elephant, feeming 
to be mov’d with’ Pity, leap’d out of 
the Water, took the Infant in his 
Trunk, and carry’d it to the Houft, 
where. it lay quiet. 
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Upow another Day, I faw another ~ 
Elephant, that was going to be wa- 
ter'd, which toffing his Trunk from 
one Side to the other, as it went 
along the Streets, carry’d it fo near 
to the Face of a Taylor, that he 
prick’d him with his Needle to make 
him keep of. When the Creature 
came back from the River, he had a 
Mind to have torher Fling at the’ 
‘Taylor, who prick’d him again, very 
gently; upon which, — the Animal 
{pouted upon the poor Taylor, in an 
Inftant, a Pail-full of dirty Water, 
which he had brought in his Trunk, 
to be revenged of him. This done, 
the Elephant,  feeing his Man fo 
fous’d, triumph’d over him, in his 
Way, as one Man does when he has 
outwitted another. 

Turse Beafts are as ufeful to the 
Siamefe as if they were Domeftic Ser- 
vants, efpecially in the Care they take 
of their young Children 5 for they 
fnatch them up in their Trunks when 
they cry, and carry them to fome 
Place where they Jul] them afleep, 
and when the Mother wants to have 
them, fhe demands them of the Ele- 
phant, who goes and brings them to her. 

*Tue King continued to give me 
frefh Marks of his Good-Will towards 
me Day after Day, and admitted me 

: more 
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more and more into Intimacy with 468 Fe 
him. One Day as he recurn’d from Way 
Hunting, he was taken ill, and next One 
Day grew worfe, upon which the Phy- + the 
ficians were call’d, who advis’d Bleed- £2", 
ing; but there was-fome Objedion ticir King. 
againft this Remedy, becaufe the'Siame/e, 

who look upon their King asa fort of 

Deity, never prefume fo far as to 

touch him. When the Affair was 

mov’d in Council, one of the Man- 

darins propos’d, that a great Curtain 

fhould be drawn before the King, and 

that a Slic might be made in it wide 

enough for his Majefly to put his 

Arm through it, by which means the 
Surgeon. might bleed him, and not 

know it was the King. 

Tus ridiculous Hint did not pleafe tre pig 
me by any means, and prefaming upon fairy ot 
that Freedom with which [ wes in- 0 
dulged, of fperking my Mind, T faid, 
that Kings are like Suns, whofe Light, 
tho’ obfcur’l by Clouds, is always" 
vifible ; that do what they wou'd,, 
they cou’d never be able to caft fuch 
a Veil over the Majetty of the Prince, 
as totally to eclipfe it; but that if 
Bleeding was abfolutely neceflary, there 
was a French Surgeon at Court, who 
being a Native of a Country where 
Kings and Princes, whenever they want 
it, are blooded without any {cruple 
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they need only fend for him, and I 
wou'd engage that his Majefty would 
not repent of the Confidence he fhould 
think fit to place in him. The King 
lik’d my Advice ; but he recover’d his 
Health, and had no Occafion to take 
it. eh & 
Mucu about that Time, an unfore- 
feen Accident happen’d,which difcover’d 
an Affair, wherein M. Conjftance had 
grofsly impofed upon M. de Chaumont 
and his Retinue. J took Notice, that 
while he was difplaying the Riches of 
Siam to him, he took great Care to 
fhew them the fineft Pagods in the 
Kingdom, and that he affirm’d the 

were all of folid Gold. Among tho 

Statues there was one like a Coloffus, 
fifteen or fixteen Foot high, which he 
made them believe was of the fame- 
Meal. Father Yacbard and the 
Abbé de Choify, were deceiv’d in it 
as well as the reft of our Countrymen, 
and they believ’d it to be fuch a cer- 
tain Matter of Fact, that they have 
put it down in their Hiftory. B 

Misfortune the Roof of the Chapel, 
wherein this Statue was ereéted, fell 
in and dafh’d the Pagod to pieces, 
which prov’d to be only of Plaifter 
gilt. The Impofture was difcover'd, 
but the Ambafladors were far enough 
off; I cou’d not help rallying M. Cox- 
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tance fo much upon this Head, that I 1685 
found it made him uneafy. Waves} 

Soon after this, M. Confance and 

I had Orders to go to Bancock, toa Fort 
build a new Fort there, which was to pidctldtobe 
be deliver’d to the French Soldiers Bincock 
that the King of Siam had fent for, fir'a: Frenalt 
and expected by the Return of the “> 
‘Ambaffadors. We there drew the 
Model of a Pentagon.. As Bancock is 
the Key of the Country, the King, 
' kept a Garrifon there ina little fquare 
Fort, of two Companies of Forty: 
Men ach, form’d of Portuguefe- 
Creolians, which is a Name they give 
to thofe born in the Indies, ‘whofe 
Father is a Portuguefe, and whofe 
Mother is a Faponefe Chriftian. This 
Garifon hearing that I was arriv’d with 
the Charaéter of a General, and that 
I was to be their Commander, mu- 
tiny’d. 

A Prrest of their Nation was the 8. muting, 
Author of its who had no fooner faid of Pt 
Mafs, but affuming the Air of a Per- 
fon infpir’d, turn’d to the People, and 
thus harangu’d them ; ¢ Dear Country- 

‘men, faid be, the Portuguc Nation 
* having always had the Predominancy 
* in the Indies, it wou'd be a Difgrace 
© to have it faid, that a Frere at: 
* this Time, pretends to lord it over 
© you. March out then with Courage, 
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© and fuffer not fuchan Affront. Fear. 
« nothing; God will blefs you as he 
© has always done hitherto; mean 
© time receive his Benediction; which 
© in his Name I now give.”? There 
wanted nothing more to put them all 
in Motion. 

Waite Conftance and I were em- 
ploy’d in the Difpofition of the Work- 
men to begin the Ditches of the Fort, 
a Portuguefe Colonc] came with News 
to Conftance, that his Soldiers had re- 
bell’?d : The Minifter asking the Rea- 
fon of it, the Colonel reply’d, it was 
becaufe they wou’d not obey a French 
Officer. 

Avr thefe Words I advane’d up to: 
one of the Baftions, and faw a Com- 
pany of Soldiers with their Mufkets 
fhoulder’d, marching direétly towards 
the Fort. I acquainted M. Conjtance 
of it, and taking him afide; ¢ This 
© Officer, faid I to him, is certainly 
an Accomplice with the Rebels, be- 
caufe he ftay’d till they were actually 
on the March, before he came to 
give you Notice of it. They have 
a Defign upon your Perfon as well 
asmine. ‘The firft ching I’ll do, fhall 
be to feize this Colonel, whom [ll 
eblige to fend his Soldiers back again, 
and if he refift, Ill kill him on the 
* Spot.’ Then drawing my Sword, I 

ran 
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‘ran at the Portuguefey difarm’d him 
with as much Eafe as I wou’d a Child, 
and holding the Point of my Sword 
to his Breait, I threaten’d to run him 
through, if he did not call out to the 
Rebels to return to their Quarters. 
CONSTANCE acquitted himfelf 
very well upon this Occafion; he 
fallied out of the Fort with a great 
deal of Refolution and Intrepidity, and 
facing the Mutineers, who were not 
above ten Paces from the Gate, he 
demanded of them, with a noble Air of 
Defiance, what they would be at ? 
They anfwer’d One and All, that they 
wou’d not have the Frexchman to be 
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their Commander. The Minifter, who- 


wanted neither Senfé nor Courage, 
affured them that I was indeed to have 
the Command of the Siamef’, but not 
of one Portuguese, 

THis Anfwer feem’d to pacify them, 
when one of the Company fzeing his 
Comrades on the one Hand uncertain 
what to do, and on the other Hand 
hearing the Colonel calling out to them 
with all his Strength trom the Top 
of the Baftion, to obey M. Conftance, he 
laid his Hand upon’ the Hilt of his 
Sword, * To whut purpofe, fend be, 
“are all thefe Arguments? haves we 
‘any Reafon to depend upon his 
© Promiles?’* Coufence, who faw him- 

Go felf 
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Bevo cut the next Moment, rufh’d upon the 
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Villain, took away his Sword, and 
after having {weeten’d his Comrades 
with good Words, fent them Home. 

As this Attempt might have been 
attended with dangerous Confequences, ; 
if it had gone off with Impunity, the 
Colonel was apprehended, as were alfo 
the Soldiers and Officers, who had 
enter’d into the Confpiracy ; and by 
Order of M. Confiauce, I call’d a Coun- 
cil of War, which in truth was very 
oddly regulated ; but we were in a 
Country where none had ever been 
affembled before ; however, we con- 
denmin’d the Soldier who had laid his 
Hand upon the Hilt of his Sword, 
to have his Hand cut off. Two others, 
who were convicted of having been the 
Heads of the Confpiracy, were fentene’d 
to Death; fome of the Officers were 
banifh’d, and the reft of the Soldiers 
condemn’d to the Gallies: But be- 
fore they were jent thither, they were 
chain’d two and two together, like 
our Galley Slaves, and oblig’d to 
work on the Fortifications. This Ex- 
ecution being over, and all the necefflary 
Orders given for carrying on the 
Works, M. Conflance and I return’d 
for Louvo, 


AT 
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AT our Arrival, M. Conftance found 
himfelf involv’d in a troublefome A flair, 
which had like to have ruin’d him, 
and I can truly fay, he wou’d never 
have got out of the Scrape, if it had 
not been for me. His Avarice for 
Gain, brought it upon him, and the 

* Occafion was this: Before we fet out 
for Bancock, he had a Mind to buy a 
Quantity of Sandal Wood, and apply’d 
for it to the Sieur de Rouan, a French 
Hugonot, who had fent for a great 
Quantity from the Ife of Timor, and 
made confiderable Profit by fome Par- 
cels of it which he had already fold. 
Cenjance was defirous to take the reft 
off his Hands; but he wanted it at 
a low Price, to which the Merchant 
would never hearken; whereupon a 
Mifunderftanding enfued, the Minifter 
fought to pick a Quarrel with him, 
and by virtue of his Authority, he 
caus’ him to be arrefted and clapp’d 
into Irons. 

Ar that very Time we fet out for 
Bancock. During our Abfence, the 
Factor of the reach Eattern Company 
being inform’d of the Sieur de Rouan’s 
Trouble, and refolv’d to have Satis- 
faction for the Afiront he faid had 
been put on his Country, went to 
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Louvo and fet up the white Flag op- Satisfxétion 
pofite to the Palace. The King pens demanded 
ur- °F 
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furpriz’d at the Novelty of it, fent a 
Mandarin to know the Caufe of it. 
The Faétor faid,-he was come to de- 
mand Juftice for the Wrong done to 
his Nation: That a Frenchman had 
been put in Irons, who had been guilty 
of no Crime; that he demanded Re- 
paration for it, and that otherwife he 
muft befeech his Majefty to give leave 
to him, and every Frenchman in the 
Kingdom, todepare it. 

Tre King, who knew not how far 
his Minifter had a Hand in it, fent 
to tell the Factor that he might re- 
turn to his Houfe, and that when M. 
Conftance and 1 were come back, he 
would inquire into the Affair, and 
caufe Juftice to be done. This Prince, 
efpecially ever fince the Embaffy, was 
very fond of the French, ready to pro- 
tect them, and forry whenever they 
left his Kingdom. 

W = were fcarce got to Loxvo, when 
M. Conftance was made acquainted with 
the Factor’s Proceeding, upon which, 
without Lofs of Time, he went to the 
Palace, thinking by one Word to over- 
throw all that had been alledg’d againft 
him; but he found himfelf miftaken, 
for the incens’d King gave him hard 
Words, and threaten’d to have him. 
punith’d, if he did not clear himfelf 
thoroughly. 

CON- 
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CONSTANCE anfwer’d in few 16 


Words, * That he was fo far from a 


* ill, that there were no People in the ¢ 


‘ Kingdom for whom he had fo much a 


* Refpect ; that he intreated his Ma- 
© jefty to appeal for a Teftimony of 
{it to me, who being both by my 
* Birth and Employments, far above 
that Faétor, ict was very likely that 
I fhould have complain’d to his Ma- 
« jefty, if there had been Occafion 3 
* but that he hop’d it would not be 
‘ long before I came in to bear Wit- 
“ nefs to his Innocence, and to certify 
to his Majefty how cautious he always 
had been of doing any thing which 
* might give Offence to the French 
* Nation. 

M. CONSTANCE, who went 
dire€tly from the Palace in queft of 
me, had no fooner found me out,, 
but he faid, * Sir, you have now an. 
* Opportunity of doing me fubftantial 
* Service. The Faétor of the French 
* Company has complain’d againft me 
‘ for the Imprifonment of the Sieur 
* de Rowan; who you know as well as 
“ I, tho’ by Birtha Frenchman, yet he is 
‘ a Hugonot, and that being therefore 
‘ oblig’d to leave France, he {pent 
‘ 
6 


© 


‘ 
© 


feveral Years in the Service of the 
Engiyb, and that he does not belong 
. * to 


* Thought of ufing the French Nation A 
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to the French Company, nor ever 
did: Notwithftanding this, the Factor 
protects him with all his Power; 
and tho’ he is not ignorant that the 
Sieur de Rouan is become a perfect 
Englifoman, not only by his De- 
parture from France, but by the Re- 
ligion which he profefles, yet he 
declares for him with a high Hand, 
and is for joining him to the Body 
of that Nation which he has fo 
folemnly renounc’d. No doubt, you 
are fenfible of the Injuftice of this 
Procedure: I hope you will go with 
‘me to the King to juftify me, and: 
that you will ferve me upon this 
Occafion, as I would ferve you, 
were you in my Cafe. 
Berore M. Confance left me, the 
King fent for me; upon which, I went 
forthwich to the Palace, where I found: 
the whole Council filently waiting the 
Ihe of this Antir. There was not 
one of the Mandarins but wifh’d for 
the Ruin of the Miniiter, which the 
greateft Part of them reckon’d una-’ 
voidable ; and they were the more con- 
fident of it, becaufe the Complainant 
being a Frenchman, they did not doube 
but I wou’d fupport the Factor’s Plea. 
But they were difappointed in their Ex- 
pectations, for I juftify’d M. Conjtance 
to the full. After having extol’d. his 
Zeal 
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Zeal for his Majefty’s Service, I repre- 168 Se 
fented, that the Frenchman who had J: 
been punith’d, ought not to be deem’d A 
as a Member of that Nation, becaufe diction of 
the King my Mafter had banifh’d him ae 
from his Dominions ; and if the Faétor couscil. 
had known ‘it, furely he wou’d not have 
interefted himfelf fo warmly for a Man 

who belong’d to the Englifo, and not to 

France. I declar’d that 1 wou’d take 

it upon myfelf to fatisfy the Faétor. 

I added, that I cou’d not exprefs my 
Gratitude to his Majefty for the Pro- 

teftion he vouchfafed to our Nation, 

and begg’d him to continue it ; affuring 

him, that the King my Mafter wou’d 

not fail to acknowledge it. 

My Teftimonial in Favour of Con- The King’s: 

ance, was fo effeftual with the King, Pon st 
that it appeas’d him in an Inftant ; for fer. 
turning towards me, he gracioufly told 
me, Choca di nacna, i.e. ?Tis enough, 
Lam fatisfy'd. 1 hatted immediately 
to the Minifter, to acquaint him with 
what had pafs’d ; for which he hung 
about my Neck, and embrac’d me a 
thoufand and a thoufand times ; affu- 
ting me, that he wou’d never forget 
the fignal Service I had done him. 

I reprefented to him, that in order 
to put a final Iffte to this Affair, «it 210 pono 
was convenient to knock off the French- Merchant 
man’s Irons, to fet him at full Liberty, tenn 

: and 
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1685. ae to reftore his Cargo of caer 
te Wood to him, praying him withal, for 
the future, to ee the ae have a free 
Trade over all his Dominions ; and 
adding, that, upon this Condition, I 
wou’d eafily mollify the Company’s 
Factor. Conflance promis’d, and per- 
form’d what I defir’d of him, fo that 
the Affair ended without any ill Confe- 

quence. 
tere ings. AFTER having done M. Conftancg 
tande of fuch important Service, I might well 
to our Au- expect to find him a fure Friend at all 
a times. Yet this fame Service was one 
of the -principal Caufes of all the Mif- 
chiefs he endeavour’d to do me here- 

after. 

Hisnatue CONSTANCE wasnaturally ve- 
gal Tem- ry jealous and miftruftful. He caft an 
ae evil Eye at firftupon the King’s Good- 
nefs towards me 3 and wifh’d from his 
Heart, that the Prince had not-in- * 
dulg’d me with fuch a Liberty of fay- 
ing what I pleas’d; yet all this prov’d 
no more than a flight Alarm to him. 
But when he faw, that only one Word 
His Jee. Of mine was fufficient to extricate him 
leufyofor out of great Trouble, he began to 
Autor beafraid of me in good Earneft ; and 
confidering with himfelf, chat fome 
Day or other perhaps, I might ruin 
him with as muchas Eafe asI had pro- 
tected him, he bethought himfelf fe- 
rioufly, 
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rioufly, which way he fhou’d blaft a 
Man who he imagin’d was already too 
far advanc’d in the King’s Favour ; and 
therefore refolved to ruin me, whatever 
it coft him. 

Wuite he was mufing about the 
Ways and Means to effect his Refolu- 
tion, he had Reafon to be confirm’d in 
it by a new Favour with which the 
King was pleas’d to honour me. This 
Prince order’d him to acquaint me, 
that he had nominated me to the Dig- 
nity of Opra fac di fon Craam, which 
isalmoft tantamount to that of Marthal 
of France. This barbarous Name 
means a Divinity which has all Know- 
ledge, and all Experience for War; at 
the fame time he appointed the Day 
for my Reception, and commanded 
him to take care that every thing was 
made ready. The Ceremony was as 
follows. fe oe 

Tue Mandarines came to my Houfe, 
and conduéted me from thence to the 
Court-yard of the Palace. When we 
were advanc’d as far as about one hun- 
dred Paces from the Window where the 
King was, I fell proftrate with my Bo- 
dy to the Ground, as did all the great 
Mandarins who-were with me. We 
march’d upon our Elbows and Knees 
for about fifty Paces, preceded by two 
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1685. Pofture. When we were come to a 
wy~w certain Diftance from the Place where 
we fet out, we all together made a fe- 
cond Obeifance, which was by rifing on 
our Knees, joining our Hands over our 
Heads, and ftriking the Earth with our 
Foreheads. All this was perform’d 
with a profound Silence ; and, in fine, 
when we arriv’d under the King’s Win- 
dow, we made our third Proftration ; 
at which time the Prince fent me fome 
Betel, and Ppronounc’d two Words 3 
which were as much as to fay, I receive 
you in my Service. 

The Bere  Te- Betel, which the King gives 
eye upon this Occafion, is one of the moft 
fingular Favours that he can confer up- 
on any Subject. ’*Tis a kind of Fruic 
almoft like an Acorn, with a green 
Rind, full of fmall Fibres and infipid 
Liquor. They quarter it, and mix it 
with Lime made of Shells reduc’d to a 
Powder, and then wrap it up ina Leat 
refembling that of Ivy. The Siamefe 
take a great Pleafure in chewing it, and 

think ’tis very wholfome. 
Moreofthe LHE Ceremony of my Inftallment 
above Ce. concluded much in the fame manner as 
memory it began: We return’d in the fame Pot. 
ture upon our Elbows" and Knees, ma- 
king three Reverences as we went back, 
the King ftanding all the time at the 
Window, and keeping his Eye upon 
us. 
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ftarted. NG 

We were no fooner come thither, 
but a Mafter of the Ceremonies gave 
me the Bouffette, with its Cafe, and a 
red Box to put them in. This Bouffette 
isa fort of little Cabinet of Gold and 
Silver laid on very thin, neatly en- 
grav’d with feveral Figures of Dragons 
reprefented on the Outfide. In this Ca- 
binet are two little Cups of Gold, which 
are very thin likewife, one for the Be- 
tel, and the other to hold the Leaves 
to put itin. There isalfoa Gold Cafe 
to put the Lime in, a finall kind of 
Spoon of the fame Metal, to apply 
the Lime to the Betel, and a little Knife 
witha Gold Haft to cut the Nur. 

Wuen all was over, the Mandarins, 
who accompany’d me, paid me a very 
fhort Compliment according to Cuftom, 
bowing their Heads, with their Hands 
join’d upon their Breafts, and then re- 
conducted me to my own Habitation, 
This Ceremony ended, the King being 
difpos’d to add one Favour to another, 
fent me two Pieces of India Stuffs with 
Gold Flowers, which were large enough 
to make me two rich Suits, 

Tress laft Marks of the King’s 
Good-will to me, having, as I obferv’d, 
tais’d the Jealoufy of M. Conftance to 
a more violent Pitch than ever, he, 

without 
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¥685. without farther Scruple, refelv’d to 
‘www leave no Stone unturn’d to get rid of 
Peet, me. As he faw it in vain for him to 
‘of the ~~ pretendany longer to difparage me in 
fee" the King’s Efteem, he refolv’d at firft 
poifon him. to poifon me 3 but I had notice of-it 

froma Friend, which determined me to 
eat by myfelf. ‘ P 

THo?’ this was enough to make him 
miftruft that I had at leaft fome Flint of 
his Defign, yetit did not alter his Pur- 
pofe ; for one Day when I had an Ague, 
not knowing my Indifpofition, he fent 
me fome Milk curdled, of which he 
knew I was not a little fond; tho’ if I 
had been ever fo well, I fhou’d have 
been far from touching it, after what I 
had been told. I happen’d unawares 
to leave it where my Slaves cou’d come 
at it, fo that four of ’em eat it, and 
dy’d upon the Spot. I fpoke of this 
Affair to the Bithop of Méeletopslis, who 
told me, that he knew no Remedy for 
me, but to put my Truft in God, and 

8 be always on my Guard. 

“Anotherto CONSTANCE having mifcarry’d in 
fom vchin his firft Attempt, contriv’da Project to 
Court. remove meat Jeaft from the Court; and 

the State of Affairs foon furnifh’d him 
with an Opportunity to effect it. But 
being refolv’d not only to remove me, 
but to purfue me to Deffruftion, his 
Brain, which was always teeming with 

Expe- 
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Expedients, fuggefted fo many other 168 5s 
Methods to him of getting me out of A\~ned 
the way, that he did not doubt but at 

laft I fhou’d fuccamb. I fhall now re- 

late the Opportunity he had, and the 
Advantage he made of it. 

Owe of the Princes of the Macaffars, The Ma: 

with about three hundred of his Sub- cular By 
jects, having fled from the Oppreffion Refvee. 
of the Dutch, had taken Refuge for 
fome time in the Kingdom of Siam, 
At his Arrival, he addrefs’d himfelf to 
the King,*who pitying his Misfortune, 
Kindly receiv’d him, anil allotted him 
a Camp according to the Cuitom of the 
Country ; that is to fay, a certain Por- 
tion of Ground, to which he and his 
Men might retire. 

Tuis turbulent, ambitious Macaffar Theic Prot 
cou’d not be long at quiet ; but con- Rinoter = 
fpir’d with the Princes of Cambodia, ant es 
Malacca, and Chiampa, to put the King °°" 
to Death, and to {eize the Kingdom, 
which they had already fhar’d betwixt 
them. And as they were all Mahome- 
tans, they had agreed to make fuch a 
Maffacre of the Portuguefe and T aponefe 
Chriftians, as not to leave one Man 
alive. M. Conftance being inform’d of 
the Confpiracy, and of the very Day 
that it was to break out, had a Confe- 
rence with the King, and iffued the ne- 

ceffary 
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ceffary Orders for the Safety of the 
Kingdom. 

Tere cou?d not bea more fair Op- 
portunity to remove me from Court. 
Bancock, of which I was Governor, was 
a Place of too great Importance to be 
abandon’ at fuch a perillous Junéture. 
I had Orders therefore, to repair thi- 
ther forthwith, to fee the Fortifications 
finifh’d without Delay, to raife a new 
Levy of Siamefe Soldiers, to the Num- 
ber of Two thoufand Men, and to dif- 
cipline them 4-la-mode de France. 

To defray the Charge of my Poft of 
General, Conflance had Orders to pay 
me One hundred Cati’s, which dmount 
to Fifteen thoufand French Livres, but 
Treceiv’d no more than One thoufand 


‘Crowns ; the Minifter pretending there 


was not Money enough at that -time in 
the Treafury, fo that he only gave me 
his Note, with an Affurance, that when 
certain Ships came home, which he ex- 
pected every Day from China, I thou’d 
be paid the remaining Twelve thoufand 
Livres. 

Tue King, that I might have all 
due Obedience and Refpect paid me in 
my Government, gave me four of his 
Executioners, for the fake of doing 
Juttice upon Criminals; which, how- 
ever, extended no farther than a Bafti- 
nado or cues none but the King, gene- 

rally 
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rally fpeaking, or upon certain Occa- 
fions, his Chief Minitter, having a 
Power to pafs Sentence of Death. 

« I ser out without knowing one Tit- 
tle of the Confpiracy, or why I was 
fent- t° my Government. Conftance, 
who knew the very Day upon which 
the Rebels were to make their final 
Rendezvous, concerted his Meafures fo 
well, and timed my Departure fo nice- 
ly for my falling into their Clutches, 
that when I knew nothing of the Mat- 
ter, I found myfelf in the middle of the 
Confpirators, who met exaly in my 
Road, and yet, for what Reafon I 
can’t tell, fuiter’d me to pafs on, their 
Plot being to break out next Day, or 
the Day after at farthett. 

Wuen I came to Bancock, 1 ran as 
great a Rifqueas I had efcap’d before : 

_ for Conftance, unknown to me, had no 
fooner heard of this Confpiracy, but he 
fent Orders for releafing thote Porty- 
guefe who had been condemn’d to the 
Gallies by a Council of War ; and had 
order’d, that Companies fhou’d be 
form’d out of themas heretofore, and 
that their Officers thou’d be recall’d 
from Banifhment. 

To fend me hither in this Manner, 
without giving me the leaft Intimation 
of the Favour intended to the Portu- 
Suse, was delivering me, as it were, 

Vou. I. H bound 
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1686. bound Hands and Feet to my Enemies. 
aA. [perfectly underftood the Meaning of 
PheComn's it when Larriv’d, and found Menunder . 
Arifee © “Arms, whom I had but a little before 

putin Chains. But the Malice of Con- 
fiance did me no Prejudice 5 1 was upon 
my Guard in the very Beginning, and 
I manag’d the Soldiers and Officers fo 
artfully, by feafting the latter, and by 
my obliging Carriage to the former, 
that I won the Hearts of both ; and 
tho’ they were Enemies to me when I 
left them before, I made them now fo 
muchmy Friends, that they lov’d me for 

the future, ‘fincerely and cordially. 
Avett of ~M. CONSTANCE, tho’ fornewhat 
teMit pleas’d he had remov’d me from Court, 
ctoembyoi yetenrag’d that he had not yet carry’d 
‘kmwth his main Point, laid a new Trap for 
cage, me, which he thought cou’d not mifs, 
and which wou’d infallibly have fuc- 
ceeded, if the Lord had not vifibly 
protected me bucat length I efeap’d 
it fo well, that I receiv’d no Damage 
from itas tomy Perfon, tho’ it put me 
toa great deal of Fatigue in other 
Refpeéts, and occafion’d the Effufion 
of much Blood ; as will appear from 

what Iam going to relate. 

Tue Captain of a Galley of one of the 
Macaffars Mflands, who came to Siam to 
trade, was deeply engag’d in the Confpi- 
racy, but finding it had mifcarry’d, was 
. return’d 
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‘Teturn’d aboard, refolv’d to go home, if ; 6g 6 
he faw an Opportunity, or elfe to fell nn 
“his Life dearly, if they offer’d to force : 
chim. M., Conjtance, that he might have 
the fewer'Enemies to deal with, want- 
ed to feparate him from the reft of the. 
Confpirators, and. therefore made him 
the Offer of a Pafs ; by means of which he 
and his Crew, to the Number of Fifty-- 
three Men,) might depart the Kingdom 
m Peace, and go where they pleas’d. .. 
Tue Captain was-fo fond of . the 
Offer, that he made no Scruple to ac- 
cept it, M. Conftance Perceiving then 
that it was in his Power at the fame 
time both to_ divide.’ the Enemy; and 
to ruin me without Remedy, ‘fent a 
Courier to me, with Orders from the * 
King, to hang out the Chain, and to 
hinder the Departure of the Ship. He 
declar’d to me, that the Captain. and 
the whole Crew were Accomplices in’ 
the Confpiracy, and order’d me to 
have no Regard to their Pafs, which 
had only been’ granted to deceive and 
weaken them. ~ - ’: Sa 
Tue Order fignify’d likewife; that 
when the Galley was arriv’d at the 
Chain, I thou’d 80 aboard her, take 
an exact Inventory of all her Cargo, 
and then make a Seizure of the Cap- / 
tain and all the Crew, and detain them; 
under: Arreft, till freth Orders: And, 
H 2 . by. 
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by a feparate Article, I was moft ex: 
_prefly forbid to let any Soul know the 
Orders I had receiv’d, becaufe certain” 
Reafons of State demanded iriviolable 
Secrecy upon this Head. “Thus did he 
fend me, as it were, to the Slaughter- 
houfe, by prefcribing me, time after. 
time, every Step that I fhou’d take, to 
my utter Deftruction. FT soe eal 

Twarrepa long time for the Artis 
val of this Galley to the Chain, and 
amus'd myfelf in the mean while, by 
Exercifing the Troops 1 had _rais’d ac* 
cording to my Commiffion; which I 
executed indeed, without much Diffi- 
culty; for Leyies of this Kind are 


. made at Siam in a very Tittle time, and 
.. with a vaft deal of Eafe,becaufe the King 


being abfolute Mafter of-all_ his Sub- 
jects, the Governors in his Name take 
up-whom they think fit; and the Peo- 
ple, who are very tractable, march and 
obey without Grumbling. ~ ; 
~ J pivipep my new-rais’d Soldier’ 
into Companies of fifty Men each, pla- 
cing at the Head of each, a Captain, a 
Lieutenant, an Enfign, two Serjeants, 
four Corporals, and four Lancepefades. 
I took.fo much Care in Exercifing them, 
that with the Help of fome Portuguefe 
Soldiers, who underftood the Siamefe 
Language, and of a Frenchman whom 
¥ made a. Serjeant, they were in lefs 
~ than 
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than fix Days able to mount and come 769 ie 
‘off of the Guard, to fx the Centries, war 
and to relieve them, as they do in 
France... Ne ia Sark 
“ Tuave already obferv’d, that thefe 
‘People are fo wonderfully traGable, that 
One may make them do what one will ;° 
for thefe Two thoufand Men perform’d 
their Exercife afterwards, and were.as 
well difciplin’d as any Soldiers of the - 
Guards. BN re hg fet 
~ I sriux expected the Macaffars. As 
Thad no Prifon where I cou’d keep 
them, I caus’d one to be built Joining 
to the Courtain, over-againft the New 
Fort. It was form’d of great Piles; 
and I made it fo ftrong, that a very 
fmall Guard wou’d fuffice to keep fifty 
Prifoners there in fafe Cuftody. : 
Tue Chain had been hung ‘up in- 
ceflantly Day and Night for three 
Weeks, for fear of a Surprize, before 
the Galley (which I had Orders to ftop) 
came in Sight. According to the Plan 
Thad form’d for the furer Execution of 
my Commiffion, I deviated in fome 
meafure from the Inftructions of M. 
Conflance. For as I did not think it 
confiftent either with my Safety or my 
Dignity to go aboard her, while the 
Macaffars were in Poffeffion of her, I 
refolv’d to engage them to come afhores 
and after I had arrefted them, then. to 


ei H 3 - 2, go 
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1686, go on board, and take the Inventory. 
wry: order’d by the Minifter. With this 
View, as foon as ever I cou’d fee them, 
-I pofted Soldiers at certain Places, réa- 
dy to furround them whenever I fent. - 
Orders. -- res 
, Tue Galley arriving at the Chain, 
and finding the Paffage ftop’d, the Cap-’~ 
tain, with feven of his Men, came 
afhore to fpeak with me. He was 
conduéted to the Old Fort, where I 
’ receiv’d him under a great fquare Pa- 
villion, which I had caus’d to be built 
with Canes in one of the Battions of 
the Fort; of which that. Side fronting 
the Neck of the Baftion, was inclos’d 
by alarge Curtain. = =: 


Sed 


ae 2 =, 
TheCownt's@ As, they enter’d-iny I made them a 


Conference Compliment ; and defiring them to fit 


Mecaffors. down round a Table where I common! 
Captain. din’d with the Officers, I afk’d the Cap- 
: tain from whence he came, and whither 
_ he was bound.. ‘ He told.me, that he 
came from Siam, and was. returning. to 
. the Ifland of the Macaffars; and at the 
fame time fhew’d me his Pafs. . After 
having made a Shew of examining it, 
I told him it was a very good one; but 
I added, ‘ That as I was a Foreigner, 
. © and but newly enter’d in the King’s 
© Service, I ought to be more punctual 
© than another in the Obfervation ofall 
£ Ordersgiven to mes and that by reafon 
* of 
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‘of the Rebéllion which he had un- 
* doubtedly heard of, I had receiv'’d ve- 
“ry ftri& Orders to hinder any Siamefe 
‘ from going out of the Kingdom. 
* The Captain faid- he had nobody 
“aboard but Macaffars. To which I 
© anfwer’d, that.I did not in the leaf 
* quettion the Truth of what he faid; 
* but that, as I was encompa{s’d with 
* Siamefey, who.had a Spy wpon alk 
“my Actions, I defir’d him, to the 
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* End that the Court might ‘have nos” 


* thing to lay to my Charge, to let alf 
© his Crew come afhore ; affuring him; 
‘that after they were known to be 
* Macaffars, they wou'’d have nothing’ 
* to do but to go aboard again; thar 
_* the Chain fhou’d be taken away, and 


.* that they fhou’d be at Liberty ‘to go 


. “where they pleas’d.? oie 7s 
Tue Captain, without Hefitation, 
reply’d, With all my Heart; but they foal} 
come afbore arm'd. Then, looking up 
on him with a Smile, What, faid I, aré 
weina State of Var? No, reply’d he = 
but the Crit (Dagger) which Ihave by 
my Side, and which is the Weapon we alt 
wear, is fuch a Mark of Honour among 
us, that "tis infamous for us to be with 


out it. "This Reafon [ thought was foun-, 


anfwerable, that I comply’d, not think- 
ing that a Weapon I then look’d upon 
TH go) 


The Me 
caffars Crit, 
or Dagger, 


with. 
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1685. with fach Contempt, wou’d prove fo 
wy~ dangerous as I afterwards found it. 

, Tus Critisa kind of Dagger about 
a Foot long, and an Inch and half 
broad towards the Hilt: ’Tis wav’d 
and pointed like an Adder’s Tongue, is 
forg’d out of well-temper’d Steel, and 
has two Edges that cut like a Razor; 
they put it into a wooden Sheath, and 
never lay it afide. 

“Tue Captain fent two. of his Men 
to fetch the reft that were aboard, du- 
ring which, I treated him with Tea, tll 
I had Word brought me, that they 
Were all landed, at which time I pro- 
pos’d to fend my Orders to appreheird 
them. As I thought it long before 
they came, I rofe up, and pretendin 
tart had fome Onc to iffue, I a 
fir’d a Mandarin who was prefent, to 
fupply my Place ; adding, that I wou’d 
return in an Inftant. 

My Siamefe Gentlemen, who were 
watchful of every Motion, were in greet. 
Pain to know for what I defign’d the 
Soldiers that I had pofted up and down, 
As I went.out of the Pavillion, I found 
an old Portuguefe Officer, a brave Man, 
whom I had preferr’d to be a Major, 
waiting for my Orders. Sir, faid dy 
Go.and warn fuch and fuch to be veadys 
and as foon as the Macaflars bave- pa; 

fuch a Place, which I: pointed to bim, do 
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Jou begin to furround them, and then aif 
“arm them, and keep em under Arreft till 
E fend you Word what muft be done with 
3 Cin. % ors tne OU? 2 i 45 = 

THe Portuguefe being ftartled at 
what I had been faying ; Sir, faid -he, 
I afk your Pardon; the Thing you prez 
pofe is not feasible 5 you don’t know the 
Macaffars as well as'T do:-I ama Brat 
of the Indies; believe me, they are a Pen 
ple not to be taken ; they'll lofe their Lives 
Sitft « And, let me tell jou, if you do but 
offer to lay Hands on that Captain now in 


the’ Pavillion, be and the Sew Men with 


bim, will kill every Mather’ s Son of us. 

I pip not pay that Attention which ¥ 
ought to have done to the Advice of the 
Portugues but perfitting in my Scheme}. 


which T thought very eafy to put in’ 


Execution, Go, faidI, fo him, care 


ry my Orders as punétually as yeu bave™ 


veceiw'd them I am perfaaded, that be® 
fore they'll lofe their Lives, they'll think 
of it more than once. The Major went. 
away very forrowful, leaving his good. 
Advice with me at parting, in thefe 
Words >:For, God’s fake, Sir; take heed 
what you do, they'll infallibly kill you 3 
believe what Ihave the Honour io tell 
“you, “tis for your Good. 
«? Tue Zeal of this Ofiicer fut me up- 
on’ Confideration, That I might run 


no. Rifque, I caus’d twenty Siame/e Sol-- 
' Hs hot dicrs. 
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1686, diers (ten of which were arm’d with 
Lances, and ten with Mufkets) to en- 
ter. into the Neck of the Baftion; then 
I caus’d the Curtain of the Pavillion to 
be drawn ; and advancing towards the 
Entrance, I order’d a Mandarin to go 
and tell the Captain from me, that I 
was very much concern’d at the Ordet 
Thad to afreft him,. but that he might 
depend on’t, I wou’d in all Refpects ufe 
him well. 

nis Ee © THIs poor Mandarin, “who ferv’d 
counter me as an Interpreter, readily obey’ds 
- Wieagere but he had no fooner fpoke the Word 
wien heat when the Six Macafars throwing their 
. Caps on-the Ground, drew their Dag- 
Pers, and falling on like Devils, kill’d 
in an Inftant my Interpreter and Six 
‘other Mandarins who were in the Pa- 
villion. | At the Sight of this Slaughter, 
1 retreated towards my Soldiers who 
‘were arm’d; I {natch’d the Lance of 
fone of them out of his Hand, and 
‘cry’d out to the others to fire." 
One of thefe Six Defperadoes rufh- 
“ing upon me with his drawn Dagger, 
“T plung’d my Lance into his Stomach 5 
imeverthelefs, the Macaffar, as if he“ 
“had no Senfe of Feeling, advanc’d upon 
sthe Weapon which I held faft in “his 
*Body, and made incredible Efforts to 
‘come: at me, in order tod run ‘me 
~ through 5 and he wou’d infallibly have 
? ; ‘ done 
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dont it, if the Hilt of the Blade had 3686. 
not hinder’d him. I found that my warw 
beft way was to retreat a little, ftill 
keeping the Lance in his Stomach,’ 
without venturing to repeat my Thruft, 
aill at length Iwas reliev’d ‘by others 
of the Lance-men, who laid him dead 
‘upon the Spots» «.: a : 
, Of the Six Macaffars; Four ‘were 
kil’d. in the Pavillion, and the two 
others, tho? fadly wounded, .made their 
Efcape by leaping down from the, 
Baftion. The Boldnefs, or rathef the 
“Rage of thefe fix Men having con+ 
vine’d me,’ that. what the Portuguefe 
had told me was true, and that they 
were indeed Men not to be taken, I 
- began to dread the other Forty-feven 
“who were on the March. * Therefore 
I chang’d the Order I had given for 
arrefting them,” and -knowing there 
was no other Remedy, I refolv’d. to 
have them all kill’d, if ic were poftl- 
ble. © With this View I not only fent, 
but went in Perfon to every Place tox 
affemble the Soldiers, 0-307 i" 
. Mean time the Macaffars being, 
‘Yanded, march’d towards the Fort,-up- si 
on which I fent Orders toan Engli/h Cap- 
tain, whom M. Conftance had put at the 
Head-of Forty Portuguefe, to intercept 
them and hinder their advancing 5 and 
_in cafe they refaufed, to fire upon them,. 
a, + HG adding,. 
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adding, that I wou’d be with him in- 
a Moment, to fupport him with all 
the Soldiers I cou’d get together. 
Upon the Order which the. Auglif-:. 
man fent them to halt, they made a 
fudden Stop, during which I caus’d 
my Men to advance in the beft Order. 
I coud. They were arm’d with - 


‘Mufkets and Lances; but were not 


“much. to be depended-on, for they * 


were all new-rais’d Soldiers, and by.- 
no means fit for Aton. fom 
Wuen we were about Fifty Paces 
Length from the Macaffars, we -made. 
a Halt. There were. feveral Parleys 


-betwixt us: I fent them. Word, that 


‘if they pleas’d, they might return to 


their Galley; for I imagin’ds that in 
that Cafe it would be an eafy Matter 
to kill every Man of ’em with Muiket-. 
Shot, becaufe they had none to defend. 
themfelves with, Fire Arms being what 
they never carry.” They made An- 
fwers. That they were very willing ‘to 
return aboard,. but ‘that they wou’d 
not leave the Shoar without their. 
Captain. 2.2 aaa. ak REE y 
‘+ Tue Englifh Captain tir’d with all. 
thefe Delays, fent to tell me, that fince 

they would nat: hearken to Reafon, 

he’would that Moment attack thofe_ 
infolent Scoundrels, and. accordingly 

without flaying for my Anfwer, he 

- march’d 
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march’d againft them very unad- 1686, 
vifedly. : ae 

He no fooner put himfelf in Motion, 
but the Forty-feven Macaffars, who one Ma. 
till then were fquatted on the Ground Vidtory, 
after their Manner, .rofe up all. at 
once, and rolling round: their Left 
» Arms afort of Scarf, which they us’d 

to gird themfelves with, they form’d’ 

a fort of Target with it, and thea 

fhielding their Bodies with that Bandage: 
about: their. Arms, they fell on the 

Portuguefe with their naked Daggers 

with fo much Fury and Vigour, that 
they broke their Ranks, and cut them 
» to Pieces almoft before we could per= 
ceive they had attack’d them. ‘When 
they had done. this, they puth’d on 
‘immediately towards the Troops under 
my Command. Tho’ I had above a 
Thoufand Soldiers arm’d with Lances. 
and Mutkets, yet they were fo terrify’d, 
that they were all in Confufion. . The. 
 Macaffars: defeated them, and killing: ° 
‘all they could meet with on the Right. 
and Left, thg. Slaughter prov’d very. 
terrible. ss 4 aed 
~. So general was.the Rout, that they: 
foon puth’d us under the Wall of the: 
new Fort. - ‘Six of them more bloody- 
minded than the others, who- purfied 
thofe that fled, enter’d the falfe Bray. 
that faced the River, hard by the bi ; 
“o 
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1686, of the little Square Fort, got over to 
Sexy the other Side of the River, and where- 
ever they came, made a dreadful De- 
ftruction of Women, Children, and 
all that came in their. Way, : without 
Diftinction of Age or Sex. 20 0s 
-> Iw this ~Diforder the greateft Part 
of my Soldiers were fo mutinous, that 
1 fufter’d them to. make their FE {cape, 
and: as a Lance was the only Weapon 
I had, I got to the Bank. of - the ; 
Ditch, being refolv’d: if I. was purfu’d 
to leap into it, the rather, becaufe it 
awas full of Mud, which J Pes 
axould, hinder.them from purfuing me 
swith their ufual Agility. ee = 2 
Tuey were fo bufy in killing, that 
they came within Ten Paces, and did 
shor. yencaine me. These was DOL UNE 
of the poor Siamefe, but was too much 
Sterrified..te :-face about in his own 
Defence, .At lafty when 1 fw no 
‘pofibility of rallying them, “I made 
hafte- to the Gate of the new Fort, 
‘which was only form’d of a Barrier, 
-and got upon a Baftion, from whence 
“I order’d fome Muskets to be fir'd 
supon the Enemy, who being -Mafters 
sof the Field of Battle,” and findine 
znobody elfe to kill, retir’d to the Brink 
tof the River... 2 on. a : 
4 “Arter having had a-thort Confé. 
rence With one another, being drove to 
the 
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to put themfelves under a Neceility of 
fighting, they went again aboard their 
Galley, fet fire to it, and after having 
arm’d” themfelves with Targets and 
Lances, return’d afhoar with 4 Defign 
to give no Quarter to any that theye 
met. 

.Tuey firft hie ail the Barracks 
of the Soldiers, which according. to 
the Cuftom of the Country, : were only 
“built of Canes, and then marching up 
again by the Side of the River, they’ 
attack’d and kill’d all that they found 
in their Paflage without Diftinétion.. 
Such a Maffacre fo alarm’d:-all the 
Parts ‘adjacent, that the River was 
quickly cover’d by, Mea and. Women, 
{wimming, with their Children on their 

. Backs. 3 

I was fo mov’d at this Speétacle, 
‘and fo provok’d to fee fo many -dead: 
Boilies on the Ficld of Battle, that I: 
“pick’d up Twenty Soldiers arm’d with 

’ “Mantkets, and went aboard a Galley with 
‘them, in purfuit of thofe Defperadoes, 
whom about a League from the Fort 
I overtook, and we gave ’em fuch @ 


Broadfide, as’ oblig*d’em to go farther- 


from the River Side, and tov retreat 
into fome Woods which they found - 
within Land. - Having not Menenou eho 


‘to purfue them, and they being ails 
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our Match, I did not prefume to en- 
deavour to force them, but chofe to 

return to the Fort. fas : 
“>As foon as I arriv’d there, I had 
Intelligence that the- fix. Macaffars, 
who had pafs’d to the other Side of 
the falfe Bray, had made themfelves 
Mafters of a Convent of Talapoins and 
had kil?d all the Monks, among 
whom was a Mandarin of fome Note, 
in whofe Body one of the. Maraffars 
had left his Dagger, ~which was brought. 
to me. I haiten’d thither with Four- 
{core of my Soldiers arm’d with ances, 
for as-yet they knew not ‘the Ufe of 
Fire Arms’; and when I arriv4d-at: the 
Place; I found that the Siameé, no 
longer able to’ hold out, -had been 
‘blig’d to fer the Convent on Fire. ~ 
T-was told that the Macaffars were 
hard by; {quatting down in a Field 
full of thick. Grafs, almoft three Foot 
in Height..: 1 conduéted my Troops 
thither, out of which I form’d two 
very: clofe. Ranks, threatning to kill 
the firft Man that offer’d to fly. .’ My 
Lancemen at firft did but juit move 
one Foot’ before the: other, but. by 
degrees my Prefence made them bolder, 
- Tue firlt Macaffar that we came 
to, rais’d himflf on. his Feet like a 
Fury, and lifting up ‘his Dagger, was 
Going to fall-upon my-Men,. but I 
pre- 


: 4 
prevented it, by knocking him on the 1686, 
Head with a Musket. Four others 
were kill’d fucceflively by our Siame/é, - 
who never once flinch’d upon this Oc- . 
cafion, but ftood by one another, and 
laid on their Lances heavily upon the 
miferable Wretches, who itill fought 
as ufual, chufing rather to meet Death. : 
by advancing, than to avoid it by 
retreating one Step. oe, es 
Wuen I was propofing to return, 
I was told that there was a fixth Ma- 
caffar fill behind, who prov’d to be_: 
a young Fellow, the very fame that 
had kill’d the Mandarin and left the 
Dagger in his Body, _ When. we found 
him among the Grafs, I charg’d my, 
Soldiers not to kill him, for T thould 
have been glad to have carry’dhimaway ~ 
alive, becaufe he was difarm’d; but. 
they were fo exafperated, and gave fo. 
little heed to what I faid to them 
that they ftabb’d him in a Thoufand, 
Places. Case perues 
Ar our Return to the Fort, I. 
affembled all the Mandarins, to con-: 
fult with them ‘what Courfe to take,” 
and it was refolv’d, that we fhould, 
rally..all our Forces and “purfue the - 
Enemy as foon as we cou’d learn to - 
what Place they were gone. I wes... 
defirous ‘then to know the Number. 
of the Dead, and found that I had loft! 
on* 
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on this fatal Occafion Three hundred 
and fixty-fix Men, and the Macaffars 
but Seventeen, viz. 6 killd in the 
Little Fort, Six in the Talapoins Con. 
vent, and 5 in the Field of Battle. 

As I was entring my Pavilion for 
a little neceffary Reft, after the Fa- 
tigues I had underwent, I was aftonith’d 
with a Speétacle which was the more 
difmal, beaaufe it was what I the leaft 
expected. Befides the. Corpfes of the. 
Macaffars and Siamefe which, as yet, 
we had not found Time to carry away, 
I found, ftretch’d at his Length, 
by my Bed-fide, a young Officer 
whofe Name was Beauregard, the Son- 
of one of the King’s Commiffaries at 
Breft. We was left behind at Siam, 
and I had made him Major of all the 
Siamefe Troops. When I faw him.in 
this Pofture, I thought him dead, and 
my Heart was ready to break. 

Preruaps what I am now going to 
mention will not be credited, becaufe™ 
indeed it has much more the Ait- of’ 
a Romance, than of any thing elfe’; 
yet I can affure the Reader, that I 
fhall add nothing to it of my own 
Invention, and relate nothing but the 


“nmiked Truth. As I drew near’~ ‘the 


Bed, and examined the young 
more ftritly , I faw that he breath’d 
ftill, but he could not fpeak, ands 

: ied Mouth 
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Mouth was all in a Froth; I found 
his Belly open, and his very Entrails 
and Stomach hanging out upon his 
Thighs. Not knowing what to do to 
help him, becaufe I had no Remedy 
nor Syrgeon, I ventur’d to manage 
him in the beft Manner I cou’d my- 
felf. 

Havine, to this End, provided a 
Couple of Needles and fome Silk, I 
reftor’d his Entrails to their Place, and 
fewed the Wound up, in the Manner 
as I had before obferved, on the like 
Occafions: I then nvuie a Couple of 
‘Ligatures, which I ty’d together, and 
after having beat the White of an Ege, 
and mingled it with fome Arrack, I 
try’d it for ten Days together upon the 
Patient, with fuch Succefs that he was 
cured. Indeed Beauregard never had 
any Fever, or other bad Symptom. 
I obferved that when I replaced his 
Entrails in his Beliy, they were grown 
as dry as Parchment, and clotted with 
coagulated Blood, yet it did not hin- 
der the perfect Cure which follow’d ‘in 
a few Days. 
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Nexr Morning I was informed 


that one of the fix AMacaffars, who had 
fought in the Pavilion, was not dead 5 
for fome of the Siamefe Soldiers had feiz’d 
him, and, for Fear he fhou’d make 
his Efcape, they had ty’d and bound 

him, 
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1686. him, to that Degree, that he look’d 

wayw like a Ball of Packthread: I went to 
fee him to afk Queftions, and to get 
out of him, if poflible, fome Account, 
not only of his Comrades, but of. the 
Commotions at Lowvo and Foudia. This 
Devil, for it is more than Man can do, 
and iufier, had lain all Night in the 
Dirt, with a Compofure of Mind that 
is perfectly aftonifhing, for he had no 
lefs than feventeen Wounds in his Body, 
made with the Lances. I afk’d him 
fome Queftions, but he made me An- 
fwer that he could not fatisfy me, till 
I.had.caus’d him to be un-harnefs’d. 
There was no Fear of his efcaping, 
fo that I ordcr’d a Freach Serjeant, 
who was with me, to unbind him; 
the Serjeant refted his Halbert againft 
a little Tree, very near the wounded 
Man, and let it lie there after he had 
loofed him, becaufe he thought he 
was in no Capacity to make any At- 
tempt. 

Tae Macafar was no fooner at 
Liberty, but he began to ftretch out 
his Legs and Arms, and to feel the Ufe 
of them. I perceived that, in his An- 
fwers to the Queftions which I put to 
him, he turned, and endeavouring to 
gain Ground, drew by Degrees nearer 
and nearer to the Halbert, to lay 
hold of it. I knew his Defign, and 

addrefling 
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addreffing myfelf to the Serjeant, Keep 1686; 

within Reacb of thy Halbert, faid 1, let wm 

us fee what this Furiofo durft do. As 

foon as he thought himielf near enough, 

he agtually rufhed upon it to feize it; 

but his Strength not being equal to 

his Courage, he fell, as it were, dead 

upon his Face, upen which I faw that 

there was no hopes of him, and there- 

fore I inftantly difpatch’d him. 

I was fo attonifh’d at every Action A generat 

I faw perform’d by thefe People, who ie me: 

feem’d to me fo different from all the firs. 

reft of Mankind, that I was curious to 

know how it came to pafg that they 

had fo much Courage, or rather fo 

much Fury. The Portugieje who had 

been born and bred in the Indies, to 

whom I put this Queflion, told me, 

that they were the Inhabitants of the 

IMand Celebes or Macaffar ; that they 

were Schifinatical Afabometans, and very 

fuperfticious ; “That their Priefts gave 

them Letters written in magic Cha- 

raéters, which they ty’d to their Arms, 

and affured ’em that as long as they 

wore them, they wou’d be invulnera- 

ble; That one Thing contributed not 

a little to render them cruel and intrepid, 

which was a firm Belief that all Perfons 

whom they kill’d in this World, except- 

ing Mabometans, fhou’d be as fo many 

Slaves to ferve them in the other. The 
Portuguese 
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Portuguefe- told” me moreover, -that 


Sery~ they are fo ftrongly imprefs’d from 


their very Infancy, with what they call 
the Point of Honour, which with them 
is never to fubmit, that it was never 
yet known that any one of them aéted 
in Breach of it. ; 
Bene full of thefe Notions, they 
never beg Quarter nor give it; and'ten* 
Macaffars, with ther drawn Daggers, 
will attack ten Thoufand Men; and 
no Wonder, for Men who have fuch 
Principles ingrafted in their very Na- 
ture, are void of all Fear, and are very 
dangetous People to deal with: They 
are of a middling Stature,” a tawny’ 
Complexion, nimble, and very lively. 
As for their Habit, they wear clofe 
Breeches after the Englifo Manner, a 
Waiftcoat of white or grey Cotton, and 
a Stuff Cap border’d with a Roll’ of 
f.innen about three Inches in Breadth. 
Their Legs are bare, but on their 
Feet they wear a Sort of Slippers call’d 
Babouches; and they gird their Loyns 
with a Scarf, in which they hang their 
devilifh Weapon. Such had thofe I 
was engaged with, who unhappily killP’d 
fo many of my Men. 
_ BEAUREGARD whom I had 
ftill under Cure, being in a fair Way 
after I had replaced his Entrails, and 
beginning to recover his Speech, I had. 
: : a Mind 


Cent Ds Forsix. 


a Mind to know how he came by 
his-Wound, becaufe while we were 
fighting with the fix Macafars in the 
Fort, he was witho:it, 

Hz told me, that when he faw two 
Men tumble Headlong from the Baftion, 
he thought one of them was the Captain, 
and ran thither to hinder the Stainefe 
from killing him. That the Macafar 
perceiving it, and counterfeiting as if 
he was dead, futfer’d him to come with- 
in his Reach, and then made a long 
Arm with hisDagger, and gave him that 
Wound which I had feen: That in this 
Condition, not knowing where to go, he 
made a Shift, with his Intrails in his 
Hands, to come to the Pavillion, 
where finding nobody to help him, he 
fainted, and fell on my Bed, almott in 
the fame, Pofture I had found him. 

T cave an Account of this unhappy 
Adventure to M. Couflance. Tho’ his 
Management was but too manifett an 
Indication of his il] Will towards me, 
yet I did not think it proper to let him 
fee that I refented it, and therefore I 
wrote to him in fuch a Style, as if I 
had noc the leag Sufpicion of him. I 
gave him a very circumftantial Detail 
of every Thing that had befallen me, 
and advifed him to be on his Guard 
againft the reft of the Macajar: who 
were intrenched in their Camp, and to 
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learn to beware by my Misfortune. 
When he had received my Narrative, 
he made fuch a Report to the King as 
he thought fit; and, as no doubt, the 
Minifter was not pleafed that I had 
behaved fo well, he fent me a Letter 
full of Reproaches, accufing me of 
Imprudence, and charging all the 
Maffacre on my want of Conduct ; 
and he concluded with an Order, that 
I fhould no longer arreft the Macaffars, 
but put all to the Sword that I could 
meet with. 

I pip. not ftay for his Inftradtions 
upon this Article; for the very next 
Day after we were routed, I call’d all 
the Mandarins together again, and di- 
{tributed Troops among them, with 
Orders to guard the Avenues on pur- 
pofe to prevent the Enemy, who were 
retir’d to the Woods, from returning 
to fpread another Alarm along the 
River Side, which is the moft popa- 
lous Part of the Country, and the 
Place where they might be capable of 
doing moft Mifchief. 

A Fortnicur after this, being in- 
form’d that they ha@ been feen two 
Leagues from Baacock, I haften’d 
thicher with fourfcore Soldiers, whom 
fput aboard my Galley, the Country 
being ftill under Water. I arrived at 
the very nick of Time to raife the 

Spirits 


Ci Dt Bro'r ary. 
Spirits of the People, of whom I faw 
above Fifteen hundred that fled like 
fo. many Sheep before about Twenty- 
four Macaffars. 

Ar my Arrival thofe Furiofos 
abandon’d fome Gallies which they had 
feized, and betook themfelves to {wim- 
ing: Torder’d my Mento fire at them, 
but they were toon out of the Reach 
of Mufquet-Shot, and retir’d to the 
Woods. I raily’d all the affrighted 
People together, and reproach’d them 
for their fcandalous Cowardice, in 
flying before fuch a Handful of Ene- 
mies. This fo animated the Cowards, 
that they purfued them to the Entrance 
of the Wood, where feeing it was im- 
poffible to force them, I returned to 
Bancock. 

Wuen I arrived, I found two of 
thofe Wamtches, who being fo wounded 
thawthey could not follow the others, 
were taken Prifoners by our Siamah, 
M. Manuel, a Miffionary, who was in 
my Company, thinking them Objects 
worthy of his compaffionate Zeal, 
took fo much Pains wich them, and 
argued with them fo powerfully, that 
they were converted, and died a little 
after they had receiv’d Baptifm. 

Some Days after this, a third 14- 
cafjar was brought to me. The 
Miffionary preach’d a great deal to 

Vou L I him, 
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him, but to no purpofe, for the poor 
Wretch asking whether his turning 
Chriftian would fave his Life, and 
being told no, faid, Jf J am to die, 
avbat maiters it whether [ flay with God 
or ibe Devil? Upon this his Head was 
cut off, and as 1 was ordering it to be 
carried away, and expofed at the Top 
of a Lance, a Siamefe defired me not to 
do it, affirming that one or other would 
certainly carry it off in the Night-time, 
to make ufe of it for Witchcraft, to 
which this Country is very much 
addiGted. I burft out a Laughing at 
what he faid, and after bantering the 
Siamefe Superftition, I gave Orders 
that the Head fhould be fet up in fome 
confpicuous Place, as a Terror to 
others. 

In about a Week’s time, fome 
Peafants in a great Fright car@ to tell 
me, that the Enemy had appear’d 
upon the Bank of the River, and 
robb’d a Garden of fome Herbs, and a 
very great Quantity of Fruit. 

TI went thither with about One hun- 
dred Soldiers, arm’d with Lances and 
Mafquets, and found above Two 
thoufand Siamefe there, who fhew’d me 
the very Place where the Macafars 
had eat and flept. 

Berne tir’d with the Dance which 
fuch a Handful of Enemies had led me 
fo 
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fo long, I refolved to bring it to a 
fpeedy End. I divided my Two thou- 
fand Men into two Bodies, which I 
polted on the Right and Left, and 
with One hundred Men I fet out in 
clofe purfuit of thofe wild Beatts. I 
followed the Track which they had 
open’d in the Water through the Grafs, 
As they were almoft famith’d, having 
had nothing to eat for a Month pait 
but wild Herbs, I faw it was high 
time to dally with them no longer, 
efpecially as I had none but freth Men 
with me, from whom I might expect 
fome Service ; Iiherefore order’d them 
to double their Pace. After we had 
march’d adout half a League, we per- 
ceived the Enemy, and put ourfelves 
in a Pofture to overtake them. 

I was very clofe at their Heels, 
to avoid which they threw themfelves 
into a Wood which was on the Left- 
Hand, from whence they fell on a 
Company of nty Soldiers, who the 
Moment they faw them, difcharged 
their fmall Arms at them, though they 
were out of the Reach of Shot, and 
then ran away with all the Legs they 
had. However this did not make me 
alter my Refolution; I overtook the 
Enemy, and put my Soldiers in Battle 
Array. As we were up tothe Mid- 
Leg in Water, where the Macaffars 
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1686. could not come at us with their ufual 

mr Adtivity, they got toa little Hill, en- 
compais’d with a Ditch, in which 
there was Water as high as a Man’s 
Neck. 

TinvestTep them, and when I came 
within ten or twelve Paces of them, I 
call?d out to them by the Mouth of 
an Interpreter to furrender, affuring 
them, that if they trufted to me, I 
would engage to get their Pardon from 
the King of Siam. They were fo 
offended at this Propofal, that they 
pointed their Lances to us in Token 
of their Indignation, and then leaping 
into the Water with their Daggers in 
thir Teeth, they fwam towards us, to 
attack us. 

Tue Siamefe, encouraged by what I 
faid and did, made fuch a proper 
Difcharge at thote Defperadoes, that 
not one of them etcap’d. Vhey were 
but Seventeen in all, for all the reft 
had perifh’d in thé Woods for Want, 
or elfe died of their Wounds, I caufed 
fome of them to be ftripp’d, and 
found them all as dry as fo many 
Mummies, their very Bones being 
ready to ftart out of the Skin. They 
had all upon their Left-Arms thofe 
Characters we fpoke of, with which 
they think themfelves Invincible; upon 
the Word of their Priefts, who, for a 

very 
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a very Trifle, wretchedly feduce them 
every Day of their Lives, 

Sucu was the End of this unhappy 
Adventure, which for a Month fub- 
jected me to incredible Fatigues, that 
had like to have coft me my Life, as 
it had done fo many of my Mens 
Lives, and which would never have 
happen’d, had it not been for the 
Envy of a jealous cruel Minifter. 

Bur to give a farther Proof of the 
Injuftice of the Reproaches that he cait 
upon me, when, in Anfwer to my Let- 
ter, he tax’d me with Imprudence, I will 
briefly relate what pals’ at Siam with 
regard to the Princg of the Macaffars, 
who after the Con{piracy was difcover'd, 
intrenched himfelf in his Camp. 
M. Conftance being refolv’d to attack 
him, had for that Purpofe affembled 
above Twenty thoufand Men, under 
the Command of forty Europeans, viz. 
French, Engiifh, and Dutch, With 
thefe Troops he undertook to force 
the Enemy’s Intrenchments, At firft 
the latter feem’d to give Way, which 
led Confance into an Error 3 for he 
thinking them routed, commanded the 
Siamefe to purfue them. His Men firft 
charg’d, and then follow’d them in 
good Order ; but not keeping together 
in.a Body, the Macaffars wheel’d about 
on a fudden, and fell upon them with 

I3 fuch 
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1686. fuch Vigour, that they prefently kill’d 

aov~ feventeen of the Exropeans, and above 
One thoufand of the Siamefe, and 

Gorftance M. Conftance himfelf narrowly efcap’d 

defeated by by leaping into the River, in which he 

ae would have been drown’d had it not 
been for one of his Slaves. 

Tue Number of dead Bodies which 
floated down the River before Bancock, 
were the firft Couriers that brought us 
the News of this Overthrow, after 
which the Minifter was not a little em- 
barafs’d, He caufed feveral Propofals 
to be made to the Prince of the Ma- 
caffars, but he would hearken to none. 
At laft, when he found that nothing 
eli@ would do, he refolv’d to make a 
fecond Attack, for which he was two 
Months preparing, and in which he 
came off with more Honour, becaufe 
he had concerted his Meafures more 
wifely than he had done before. Ex- 
perience having fhewn him, that he 
had to do with People whom he could 
not eafily Mafter by attacking them 
with open Force, he thought of a 
Stratagem which fucceeded, and “to 

: which he was obliged for the Victory. 
The Mica. _ AS the Country was overflow’d, fo 
. fr's deteat- that they were obliges {to march up to 
alee the Mid-Leg in Water, be caufed 
: Hurdles to be made of Canes, which 
were ftuck pretty thick with great 
: Nails 
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Nails with three Points, which ftood 
up half a Foot above the Hurdles. 
Thefe Machihes were carried before 
the Troops, and hid under the Water, 
in fuch a manner, that the Macaffars 
coming furioufly, as ufual, to make 
their Attack, and not feeing where 
they fet their Feet, were fo hamper’d 
for moft part, that not being able to 
advance or retreat, a confiderable 
‘Number of them were fhor dead 
ftanding. 

Tuose that efcap’d, intrench’d 
themfelves in Houfes of Canes, which 
being burnt about their Ears, they 
came out half roafted, and fuffer’d 
themfelves to be knock’d on the Head, 
rather than one Man of them would 
beg Quarter; nor were the Lives of 
any fpar’d but the Prince’s two young 
Sons, who were carried to Louvo. 
They afterwards went with Father 
Tachard to France, and ferv’d in the 
Navy. 

Arter this fhort Digreffion relating 
the manner how Conffance extricated 
himfelf out of the Broil’with the Ma- 
cafjars, Lreturn to my Bufinefs at Ban- 
cock. Having no more Enemies to com- 
bat, I employ’d myfelf in advancing 
the Fortifications, and difciplining my 
Soldiers, after which I was very de- 
firous to take a Tour through my 
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1686; Government, both to make myfelf 
known, and, to difcover the- State of 
the Country, - ; 

In order to be received’ with the 
Diftinétion fuitable to my Dignitys I 
did not fail to fend notice before-hand 
to all Places that I came to, fo that 
the Mandarins, and other Perfons of 
the greateft Diftinétion, were fure to 
provide for’ my Reception in the moft 
elegant Manner they could. They 
commonly came to meet me, and after. 
having put: me in fuch Lodgings as, 
made the beft Appearance, paid me 
‘Homage and Obedience as one that 
reprefented the Perfon of the King... 

Sometimes it happen’d, that feveral 
of them, to curry Favour with, me, 
and to give me to underftdnd that they . 
were - Perfons. of fome Note in their 
Village, declar’d they were akin: to’ 

AnAccount Baloan,. The Baloans are the Catholick 

of the Ca, Miffionaries; but as I did not know : 

fone what they meant by that Kindred, I 

Siaps. defired them to explain themfelves, 
I learn’d ftom them, that fome of our 
European Miffionaries, who pretended 
to be great Men at Court, and impos’d 
on the Credulity of the Siamefe, a 
fimple People, that loved to be 
footh’d, made no Scruple, when they 
were defired by thofe who courted 
théir Protection, to contraét certain 
' Mar- 
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Marriages, very cuftomary in the 1686, 
Country, and attended with this Con- wae 
veniency, that they laft no jonger than. 
they can give Pleafure. ; 

I ruoucur there was fomething fo andortheis 
comical in this unexpected Difcovery, able Mae * 
that I could not help laughing: at it riagea, 
heartily. When fome that I knew 
entertain’d thefe extravagant Whims,. 
came to pay me their Refpects, I did. 
not fail of being merry at their Ex- 
pence. The Generality of them were’ 

. really afham’d of their Folly, and there’ 
were one or two of them that needed 
no other Argument to reclaim them ; 
but ic was not fo with a Portuguefe who 
I knew had been married in this man- 
ner more than once,. When ‘he came 
to pay his Vifit to me, I faid to him, 
Father, I find you have a great many 
Kindred in this Country, My Jelt did 
not dafh him out of Countenance, for 
he made no more of it than a Trifle, 
and turn’d it off with a Banter. © 

Bur I. mutt fay, in. Juftice to the 
Truth, that the Number of thefe mar- 
ried People, is very.inconfiderable, and 
that excepting fome obfcure Pricfls, all. 
the other Miffionaries, generally fpeak- 
ing, fupport the Dignity of their Cha- 
racter by extraordinary Virtues, elpe-. 
cially the Jefuits, whofe Condué in the 
Indies, is as unblameable as itis inEurope. 

15° And 
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1686, And as to thofe few who deviate from 
wy~ their Duty, no wonder, that in 
; Countries fo far off, where they are 
left to themfelves without Superiors to 
inftru@ them, and watch over their 
Conduét, they lofe a Tafte for Piety 
by little and little, and then give Way 
to every Temptation which continually 
prefents itfelf in one Shape or other to 
feduce them; for in Europe we fome- 
times fee, that the Priefts and Fryars 
run into the fame Irregularities, in 
fpite of all the Opportunities they have 
to guard againft them. : 
FRR: In my Tour, I pafs’d through a 
ersViit Village where they told me that hard- 
their Tas by lived a Ta/apoin (one of their Fryars) 
pen who was fam’d all over the Country 
for his Virtues. His Fraternity had 
fuch a Veneration tor him, that they 
made him their Superior; fo that on 
account of his Dignity he was a Man 
of great Note among the Siamefe, asa 
Bifhop is in France. ¥ turn’d out of 
my Road to vifit him, and found him 
to be an old Gentleman, who claim’d 
Reverence, not only by his great Age, 
but by an Air of Modefty which grac’d 
him from Head to Foot. 
‘HisSquea- = In order to do me Honour, he put 
mresin fone Betel into bis Mouth, and after 


yefufing an 


Batoie having mumbled it a pretty while, 
liment  prefented it to me to chew in like 
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manger; but I was not yet fo recon- 1686,- 
ciled to the Naftinefs of the Siamefe, aS SNPS 
to accept of the Favour he defign’d me. 
One of the Mandarins who was with 
me, faid, that I did not do well to re- 
fufe an Honour which was only due to 
the King and to me. TI refign that 
Honour to you, faid 1, fwallow the Pill 
yourself if you like it. He did not make 
two Words of it, but opened his 
Mouth, and receiv’d the Betel which 
I had refufed, from the Talapoin’s 
Hands, with a great deal of Refpect. 

Tug Councry fwarms with Apes of A Detrip 
various Kinds, of which I faw a vatt Ancor ett 
Number in my Journey. They love Country. 
to be near the River, and commonly 
travel in Companies, with a Leader at 
their Head, of a much larger Size 
than the others. When the Tide is 
out, they feed upon the little Fith which 
the Water leaves behind upon the 
Land, and when it returns, they perch 
upop the Trees, where they flay cill 
the Country is dry. When two dif 
ferent Companies that happen to mect, 
are advanced within a certain Diftance 
of each other, they feem to make a 
Halt, and then the great Macons, or 
Leaders of the two Companies, ad- 
vance towards one another three or 
four Paces, chatter, and male fuch 
Grimaces, as ifthey confabulaced 3 and 


then 
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then wheeling about on a fudden, ‘each 
goes to join the Company of whrich he 
is the Leader, and they go different 
Ways. 

T orren took a Pleafure in obferving 
their Ways and Manners. I faw a 
Dozen of them one Day picking them- 
felves as they lay basking in the Sun. 
A Female, that was in the Height of 
her Luft, rambled from her Company, 
and was followed bya Male: Thegreat * 
Macon quickly perceiving it, ran after 
them. The Male was too nimble for 
him, but he brought the Female back, 
and, in the Prefence of the others, 
gave her above fifty Blows, by way of 
Chaftifement for her Incontinence. 

As Iwas paffing through a Village, 
where I juft ftay’d to refrefh myfelf, 
a Mandarin, who was the chief Perfon 
in ir, came in a great Hurry to make 
me_a Prefent of a Worm, about nine 
Inches long, and as big in Proportion. 
Tt was all over white, and in Shape 
like one of our Silk-Worms, only it. 
was much longer. This honeft Man 
reckon’d he had brought me a dainty 
Bit, fo that I could not help {miling 
at his Simplicity ; and turning towards 
another Mandarin that accompanied 
me, I ask’d him if this Worm was 
good to eat: °Tis moft excellent, faid 
he; upon which I defired him to acy 

gept 
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cept of it, and the Mandarin eat it 1686, 
alive very greedily. I obferved that aw 
fomething like Cream iffued out of” 
the Mandarin’s Mouth, which made 
‘me think the Infect could not be fo un- 
favoury. Had it not been fo un- 
pleafant to the Eye, I could willingly 
have tafted ir. ‘So thofe who never 
faw Oyfters, if they were to fee us eat 
them raw, would have an Averfion to 
them : Yet Oyfters are very good ; 
by which we may learn, that Cuftom 
makes Things more tolerable, and 
that we ought not to quarrel with 
People on account of their Tattes, 

Arrer having vifited my Govern- 
ment, I return’d to Bancock, where I 
{pent fome time in exercifing my Sol- 
diers, and forwarding the Fortifica- 
tions, that went on but flowly, which 
was pattly owing to the following Ac- 
cident. As the Siamefe always go 
bare-footed, my Workmen, as they 
were digging, were very often ftung 
by little Serpents, of a filver Colour, _ 
and about a Foot long, whofe Bite is se 
fo venomous, that in an Hour’s time 
it throws the Patients into Convulfions, 
and infallibly carries them of in 
Twenty-four Hours, if a fpeedy 
Remedy be not applied. The Chinc/e The Chinefe 
have an admirable Antidote for it ; errs: 
they put an artificial Stone to the oftncirPon 

Wound, fon, 
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3686. Wound, to which it fticks prefently, 

aa and foon after the Convulfions ceafe, 

the Patient recovers his Senfes, and the 

Stone drops off of its own accord, 

when it has attracted all the Venom. 

The fame Stone will ferve always for 

the fame Purpofe, provided it be 

fteep’d for Twenty-four Hours every 

time, in the Milk of a Woman’s 

Breatt. 

‘OurAnthor NotwitsTanpinc my Employment 

‘prowsweary at Bancock, I began to be weary of the 

ty Place. The Favours with which the 

. King had honour’d me at Loxvo, made 

my Stay in this Part of the World 

fomewhat tolerable ; but after my 

Departure from thence, “every Day 

made it more and more irkfome to me 

to live in a Place where there were no 

Pleafures, and where I faw no Profpect 

of advancing my Fortune. I therefore 

wifh’d to return to Court, and wrote 

concerning it to M. Conftance, but he did 

not defire to fee me about the King’s 

Pcrfon, and never wanted an Excufe for 
Non-compliance with my Requeft, . 

Ir was much about this time that 

“four of the Jefuits, who made the 

Voyage with us to Siam, came to fee 

me at Bancock. Father Tachard, as we 

have already faid, was return’d to 

France with the Ambaffadors. Con- 

ftance had retain’d Father /e Comte with 

him 5 






sy 
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him; and the four others, viz. the 1686.. 
Fathers de Fontenay, Bouvet, Gerbillon, oN 
and iden, having the Opportunity 
ofa Pafflage, failed to China. 
’T enterrainep them in the bett 
manner that 1 could, while they ftaid ; 
I often talk’d with them upon Con- 
frances Severity to me, and told them 
every particular Step that he had taken 
to ruinme., When I related the Ma- 
caffar’s Affair to them, I found that His Confe- 
they were appriz’d of it before in the rence with 
general; but they were ignorant, OF Wants 
at Jeaft had received a very confufed iimte te. 
: Account, of the Order which was fent Func” 
“.to me, ahd of the Condué which the 
Minifter defir’d me to obferve. 
I was convinced by what they faid, 
that I talk’d to Perfons who knew 
M. Conftance as well as I did; and 
tho’ the Fathers, in Point of Prudence, 
did not think proper to tell their Minds 
publickly, yet after fympathizing with 
allmy Troubles, and comforting me as 
far as lay in their Power, they advifed 
me toreturn toFrance with all convenient 
Speed. Thus we fpent feveral Days, 
I in Complaints againft the Minifter, 
and they in comforting me; and at 
laft, after a great many very fincere 
Demonttrations of Friendfhip on both 
Sides, we embrac’d with Tears in our 
Eyes, 
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Eyes, expecting never to meet again 


gaye inethis World. 


Tuovucn I had for fome time paft 
entertain’d Thoughts of preparing for 
my Return to France, yet the late 
Converfation I had with thofe four 
Jefuits more ftrongly confirm’d me in 
that Defign. I was continually reflect- 
ing on the miferable. State of the 
Country, for which I faw no Remedy, 
and on the Treachery of a Minifter, to 
whom [had done all the Good I could, 
and who, to reward my faithful Ser- 
vices, had not only removed me from 
Court, but had likewife offer’d to 
poifon me, and attempted to take 
away my Life many other Ways. 

Wawe my Thoughts were intirely 
taken up about my Return, I had 
Reafon to be confirii’d in my Purpofe, 
by a new Order which I received from 
Court, which made it very plain to 
me, that Cenjtaace had ftill Malice 
againft me in his Heart. 

An English Ship had been for fome 
time at the Bar, which carried forty 
Guns, and ninety Men, ali Europeans. 
M. Conftance pretended, that the 
Captain of this Ship had formerly 
cheated the King of Siam of Merchan- 


“Another of dize to a confiderable Value. Under 


the Mini- 


fer'sPlots this fair Pretext, he fent me Orders to 
againthim. 99 aboard her, with no more than two 


Men, 
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Men, and to arreft the {aid Captain 1686: 
for High-Treafon : The very Words arn 
of the Order Ihave preterved, as ’tis 
Written in French, in Father le Comics 
own Hand. - 
.T coutp plainly fee; as Ihave already 
faid, that this Commiffion, which was 
“not much unlike that of the Macafjari, 
was nothing more than a new Trap 
_,jaid for me by the Jealoufy of M. Con- 
rftance, However, I refolved to execute 
“his Orders literally. As I was walking 
up and down, mufing which Way I 
fhould accomplifh it, M. Manuel, my 
intimate Friend, perceiving me fo con- 
templative, ask’d me what had put 
me in fuch a profound Study? « There, 
* faid I, read that Order, which I bave juft 
* now receiv’d.’ This honeft Miffionary 
perceiving what it was, « M. Conftance, 
* faid be, does not think of it, and ’tis 
‘ an Order impofiible to execute. 
* However, J replied, the deep 
‘ Meditations in which you have 
‘ found me fo immerg’d, are to find 
out what Courfe I thall take to put it 
in Execution; for I confefs to you, 
that I am ftung to the Quick, and 
refolved to confound M. Conftance 
for ever, by letting him fee, thar 
thofe Projects which he thinks in the 
Main impoffible, and which he only 
puts upon me in hopes that I thall 
© perith ~ 
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1686, © perith in the Attempt, are not be+ 
war © yond my Reach.’ M. Manuel, fur-. 
prized at my. Refolution, did all he 
could to diffuade me from it. ‘ You, 
talk to no Purpofe, /aid I, my Refo- 
© lution is fixed, and I fhall not retract 
© it were it to coft me my Life. The 
© Macaffars were a late Inftance which 
© *tisgood to follow. We fhould always 
© pufh forward, and never go back- 
« wards. However, don’t be - caft 
«“ 


. 


down, I will ufe Precaution, and I 
ftill hope to extricate myfelf happily 
out of this wicked Snare. ” 

Ar thefe Words I left him abruptly, 
and went on board my Galley with 
fourfcore Oars. To be revenged on 
M. Conftance, 1 was fo malicious as to 
take his Wife’s Uncle along with me, 
who was a very honeft Man, the Son 
of an European and an Indian, but no 
Hero. I chofe him for one of my 
Seconds, becaufe he fhould run half 
the Rifque, and have an Opportunity 
of feeing with his own Eyes, what 
Bafenefs M. Con/tance was capable of. 

In our Paflage from Bancock to that 
Part of the Road where the Ship lay, | 
the honeft faponefe continually asked 
me whither I was going to carry him? 
Tt was yet too foon to let him know it, 
fo I only turn’d off his Queftions with a 
Banter. When we came to the Bar, 

there 


Coust De Forsin. 


there was a Neceffity for our quitting the 
Galley, becaufe Veffels of this Sort are 
. Only fit -for the River: I took a Boat 
proper for the Sea, and having put 
eight of my Men on Board, together 
with the Uncle of Madam Conjtance, 
:and the Governor of the Bar, we put 
“Out a great Way into the main Road. 
WeE were not two Leagues from 
the Englifo Ship when my Faponefe again 
asked me whither I was carrying him, 
All the Anfwer I made him, was pro- 
ducing the King’s Order, which I ex- 
plain’d to him in the Portuguefe. It 
frighten’d him out of his Wits. € What 
* have I done to you, Sir, faid he, that 
you fhould drag me thus to the 


ro 


do ye think the Englifo Captain will 
pay to the Orders of the King of 
Siam, whom in this Cafe he has no 
Reafon to fear, fince ’tis certain he 
will be too hard for him? Sir, faid 
I, They who are in the King’s Ser- 
vice, muft obey him in the Letter, 
without confidering the Dangers of 
ic, Our Lives and Fortunes are the 
Property of our Sovereigns, and they 
may difpofe of them as they pleafe.’ 

Aut thofe Arguments were fo far 
from convincing the good Man, that 
they only increafed his Terror, which 
prevailed the more the nearer we drew 
to 
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1686, to the Ship. To encourage the 
tery Coward, © Dll tell you, Sir, faid I, 
* an Expedient I have found for taking 
this Captain, without running too 
great a Rifque either for you or me. 
My Aim is to oblige him, under 
fome Pretext or other, to come on 
board my Veffel. To this End Pil 
go aboard his Ship, and you fhall fol- 
low me. He will not fail to thew 
me a great deal of Refpect, to which” 
I will make a Return; and, as I 
have contrived it, imagine I fhalt 
carry the Point: Mean time, there,. 
take the King’s Order, put it in 
your Pocket, and keep it till we 
have Occafion for it. But arm your- 
felf with Courage and Boldnefg,, 
otherwife all our Scheme will infalli- 
bly mifcarry. But, replied the over- 
cautious Man, if it fhould not fucceed 
as.you imagine, what will you do ? 
Then, faid I, I will a& the true 
Macaffar, VN draw my Sword, Pll 
tell the Captain that I have Orders to 
arreft him, and that if he makes the 
leaft Refiftance, I will kill him: At 
thefe Words you fhall produce the 
King’s Order, and call out to all the 
Crew, that if they refit, his Siamefe 
Majeity will caufe every one of them: 
to be hang’d, Alas! Sir, faid be, 
we han’t long to live. *Tis decreed 

* for 
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* for us, /aid I, to die to Day or To- 
* morrow, what matters it when, pro- 
vided it be glorioufly 2? 
Mean time we came up to the Ship ; 
I went aboard firft, followed by the 
Faponefe, who was half dead with Fear 
and Trembling. The Captain per- 
ceiving how he thook, asked me what 
ailed that Gentleman. Nothing at all, 
, faid I, only he is afraid of the Sea, We 
then enter’d the Cabbin, where Wine 
was fet before me, and I was welcom’d 
with the Difcharge of a great Number 
of Cannon. After the Captain had 
» made a great many Excufes for the 
Drefs in which he receiv’d me,. for J 
found him in his Night-Gown and Cap, 
he asked me what Affairs brought me 
aboard ? 
‘ AFFAIRS, faidI, of very great 
‘ Importance. His Siamefe Majefty 
having received Advice, that’ the 
Dutch have made a very confiderable 
Armament at Batavia, with 2 De- 
fign to come and burn all the Ships 
in the Road; and being moreover 
informed, that they are actually at 
Sea, I have Orders to affemble all 
the Captains of Ships, and the 
Mafters of other Vefiels, that we 
may hold a Conference together, 
and confult what Meafures to take, 
that we may not be furprized before 
* we 
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we are provided to give them a fuit- 
able Reception. As M. Conjftance 
knew you was here, he order’d me 
to apply chiefly to you, and to pay a 
Deference to your Opinion, becaufe 
he is convinc’d both cf your Valour 
and Experience.’ 

Tue Captain believing every Tittle 


of what I had told him, ‘PH fic my 


Ce 


Sloop out to Sea this Inttant, faid be, 
and fend to give Notice to all the 
Officers in thefe Parts, to come on 
board my Ship, and hold a Council 
upon an Affair of fuch Importance. 
A very good Thought, jad J, and 
then making a fhort Paufe, as if I 
had hit upon another Expedient, 
Bat, Sir, centinued I, your Ship 
being the furtheft off, would it not 
be better for you to go yourfelf in 
the Sloop, and then we will go, you 
one Way, and I another, and bring 
ail the Captains in the Road together? 
We need only carry them to the Ship. 
neareft the Bar, and when the Council 
is over, every one may return aboard 
his Veffel without going fo far 
about. * 

Tue Englifoman had no manner of 


Miftruft of what I had faid to him, 
and voluntarily acquiefced in the Pro- 
pofal. Still I fear’d that he would 
alter his Mind, therefore I faid, Let 


us - 
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us. us improve the Ti ime, I perceive the 1686, 
Tide is coming in. - At thefe Words I AASe 
. rofe up and went into my ‘Boat, but 
had no fooner feated myfelf down, 
: when pretending that I had forgot 
fomething that was very material, I 
call’d out to the Captain, who, todo me 
* Honour, kept itanding on the Side of 
the Ship to fee me put off, ¢ Sir, /aid J, 
* if you will give yourfelf the Trouble 
* to come into my Boat, I have fome- 
‘thing elfe of Importance to com 
* municate to you.” At the fame time 
Ibad one of my Rowers keep the 
» mooring Cable in his Hand, and todet 
it go when I order’d him. The 
Englifbman came on board to me very 
frankly, and when he was fate down, 
I {poke foftly to my Sailor, and in 
the Siamefe Language, that the Englib- 
man might not underftand me, com- 
manded him to let go the Cable. 
Then laying my Hand on the Captain’s 
Shoulder for the Conveniency of 
whifpering him, that we might not be 
Hiescs © Sir, faid I, fince | have Or- 
« ders from the King “of Siam, to follow 
your Advice preferably to any other 
Man’s, ’tis convenient that you 
fhould be here with me, and that 
we fhould alfo lay our Heads together, 
that we may be of one Opinion when 
we are all affembled,’ 
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1686. As it was a ftrong Tide, the 
Awa Englifoman quickly perceived it was 
driving him from his Ship, and ask’d 
me whither I was carrying him in that 
Undrefs 5 and at the fame time, without 
waiting for my Anfwer, call’d out to 
his Crew. Upon that, I order’d my 
Men to row away luitily to Land, and 
declaring to the Captain the Order 
that f had receiv’d, I told him how 
forry I was that I had been obliged to 
make ule of fo much Artifice in the 
Execution of my Commiflion, and 
begg’d him not to be uneafy, affuring 
him that he fhould not want Cloaths 
nor any Thing that was neceflary for 
his Subfiitence. 

Mean time the Englifh Sloop, which 
was mann’d out in a very fhort time, 
began to give me Chafe. When I 
perceiv’d I could not avoid being taken, 
Twent aboard a Portuguefe Ship, and 
taking my Piftol in my Hand, Go 
aboard that Ship, {aid 1 to my Prifoner 5 
if you befitate, you are a dead Man. When 
we were got aboard, 1 call’d on the 
Officer to affift me with all the Hands 
he had. The honeft Fellow put himfelf 
in Motion, but he had only eight or 
ten ftarving Wretches aboard, a feeble 
Support againft chirty Europeans that 
were coming towards us, well arm’d, 
and refolv’d to fight, 
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Weauen I cou’d think of no other 16868; 
Expedient to avoid being taken, I rw 
faid to the Captain, % Sir, command 
* your Sloop to return, and confider 
* that otherwife your Life is at Stake; 
© for if they come near, I will {acrifice 
* you firft, "and then perhaps I fhall 
‘ find a Way to defend myfelf againft 
“ your Men.’ I fpoke thefe Words 
with fuch a refolute Air, that the 
Eaglifoman was not willing to run the 
Hazard of its but order’d his Men to 
go back, and was inftantly obey’d, 
. .When they were got far enough off, 
Ireturn’d aboard my Boat, after having 
thank’d the Portugucfe Captain, and 
fail’d to Bancock, where I took care that 
nothing fhould be wanting to make my 
Englifoman’s Confinement tolerable to 

ITs 

I prp not delay to give Notice to 
M. Conflance, how faithfully I had ex- 
ecuted the King’s Commiffion ; but at 
the fame time I thought proper to 
complain of it, though I did it with 
Circumfpection, for he was above my 
Match, and I had to do with a 
dangerous Enemy. I contented my- 
felf with remonftrating, that the Com- 
miffions which he put me upon, were 
too mean for one of my Dignity, and 
thar it did not look well to fend an 
Admiral fuch Orders as wou’d be more 

Vou. I. K fuitable 
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1686. pra for Officers of an inferior 
a ow Rank. 
- Ar the fame time I fent my Prifoner 
to Louvo, where he made up his Affair 
for Ten thoufand Crowns, which M. 
Confance thought fit to put in his Pocket. 
As for me, this Minifter deny’d he 
had fent me the Order which I aéted 
by, tax’d me a fecond Time with 
Rafhnefs and Folly, and forbad me in 
the King’s Name, to go beyond two 
Gur Aw Leagues from Bancock. This was all’ 
sfnement to the Recompence I had for fo dangerous 
‘Bencock. an Expedition, in which I only engag’d. . 
in Obedience to the Orders that I had 
receiv’d. 
I was fo exafperated at this Pro- 
cedure, that without any more ado, | 
I refolved to go to France, the firft 
Opportunity that offer’d. But as I 
faw no Hopes of it yet, at leaft for © 
fome time, I chofe to diffemble my 
Chagrin, and to wait with Patience 
for the happy Moment. To divert 
myfelf in this fort of Exile, for fince 
the Jaft Lettcr I had from this Minifter, 
T Jook’d. upon myfelf in a State of 
Banifhment, I pafs’d away the tedious 
time in catching of Crocodiles. ; 
the Mane THERE’s a great Number of them 
Ticiing about Bancock. The Siamefe have two 
Crocodiles. Ways to take them, of which one is 
this: They take a live Duck, tye.a 
Piece 
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Piete of Wood under its Belly, about 
ten Inches long, and big in Proportion, 
pointed at both Ends. To this bit of 
Wood they tye ftrong Packthread, to 
which they faften Pieces of Bamboe 
Cane, a light Sort of Wood, which 
they make ufe of inftead of Cork. 
Then they throw the Duck into the 
Middle of the River, which when tis 
fatigu’d by the Piece of Wood, makes 
a Noife, ‘and beats its Wings to dif- 
engage itfelf. The Crocodile perceiving 
it, plunges into the Water, rifes up 
from the Bottom to feize it, and en- 
tangles himfelf by the Piece of Wood 
which fticks in “his Throat. When 
they perceive he is caught, which they. 
difcover by his pulling and haling, and 
by the Motion of the Bamboo, they 
firike at the Signal, and bring the 
Creature to the Top of the Water, 
notwithftanding all his Struggles to 
get loofe, When he appears, the 
Fifhermen dart their Harping Irons at 
him, which are a fort o Darts, with 
a Head refembling that of an Arrow, 
fix’d in a Stick of about five Foot 
‘ long for a Handle. To this Iron, 
“which is fplit where *tis join’d to the 
Socket, they tye a Piece of Pack- 
thread, which is twifted round the 
Handle, and which in floating upon 
the Water, fhews the Place where the 

K a2 Animal 
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Animal is. When he has been fufi- 
ciently gall’d by the Harping Irons, 
they draw him to Land, and hew him 
to Pieces with a Hatchet. 

Tuere’s another Way of taking 
them, which is as follows: ‘Thefe Crea- 
tures come fome times very near the 
Houfes ; but being exceeding timorous, 
they frighten them away either by their 
Voices, or by fhooting off their Muskets, 
upon which the Crocodile flies and 
dives to the Bottom of the Water. 
The River is immediately cover’d with 
Gallies, watching to fee where he comes 
up to breathe ; for he can’t lie above 
half an Hour under Water without 
gifing to the Top for the Air: As 
foon as he pops up his Head, he ftretches - 
open his wide Mouth, when the Harping 
Trons are darted at him from all Sides, 
and if he receives any in his Throat, 
in which the Siamefe are very dextrous, 
he is furely taken. The Handle of the 
Harping Iron which floats, being tied 
toa Cord, ferves as a Signal, whereby 
he who holds it, knows when the Ani- 
mal comes up from the Bottom, and 
advertifes the Fifhermen of it, who fail 
not as foon as he appears again, to 
dart him with frefh Harping Irons, and 
when he has received enough to be 
brought to fhoar, they drag him out 
and cut him in Pieces. 

THE 
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“fat Flethof the Crocodile is whitifh, 
much like that of a Sea-Dog; I have 


tafted it, and think it isnot bad : ?Tis Deferipr iat 
a frightful Creature to look at. There codile, 


are fome in the River from Twelve to 
Twenty Foot long: They have very 
flat Jaw-bones, with two great Teeth 
on each Side, one in the upper Jaw, 
and the other in the lower, which ftart 
out like the Tufks of a wild Boar, 

_ % that when they bite any thing, ’tis 
not: poffible to take it from them. 


One Day that I returh’d from the 


. hunting of the Crocodile, I was per- 
feétly furpriz’d when I came Home, 
to find the four Jefuirs there who fet 
eut not long before for China. Thofe 
Fathers were in a lamentable Cafe ; 
they had been fhipwreck’d on the 
Coatts of Cambodia and Siam, and had: 
fuffer’d beyond Expreffion, being under 
a Neceffity of paffing on Foot through 
Countries in a manner unpaffable. I 


embrac’d them with a great deal of: 


Joy, and did alf that lay in my Power 
to make them fome Amends for the 
Difafters they had met with. 

As all the wicked Proceedings of 
M. Conftance lay heavy at-my Heart, 
T fhew’d them the Orders I had re- 
ceiv’d about the Englif’ Captain, and 
the Minifter’s Anfwer to the Letter F 
wrote to him after that Expedition: 


oF: 
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1686. Ascautious as they were of what they 
trys faid, they cou’d not help expreffing 
their Indignation, and fpeaking with 
more Freedom to me than they did the 
Time before; they advis’d me, in plain 
Terms, to withdraw from the Country 
as foon as I could. 

THEY gave it as their Opinion, 
that the Minitter who had taken Um- 
brage at the Favour I was in at Court, 
and who wifh’d for nothing fo much 
as my Deftrudtion, woul? purfue me 
fo often with his Malice, and would at 
Jaft concert his Meafures fo well, that 
I thould not be able to efcape him, 
That fince the Lord had preferw’@ mé 
hitherto, I ought not to tempt his Pro- 
vidence ; but on the contrary to refign, 
and to withdraw from a Country where 
my Lite was in continual Perils. The 
Fathers added upon this Head all the 
obliging Things that can be imagined ; 
I detain’d them as‘long as I could; 
but after two Days were over, they 
were willing to return to Youdia, to 
wait for another Opportunity of em- 
barking again for China. 

As to my own Part, being loth’ 
to ftay much longer, I refolv’d to re- 
turn witha Ship of the Ea/-India Com- 
pany, that came a few Days before, and 
anchor’d at the Bar. This Ship came 
with Merchandize from Pontichery to 

take © 
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take up other Goods here, this being 1686. 
the ordinary Traffick which the Com- Uy, 
pany drives every Year from one Part 

of the Indies to the other. 

Consiperinc the Employments I The Coune_ 
had held at Siam, and the obliging (2"°,4¢. 
Manner in which the King had treated ta to 
me, I did not think it convenient to “"”"* 
go away like a Deferter. I wrote 
therefore to M. Conftance, and defir’d 
him to follicit the King to grant me 
his Licenfe to.depart. The Reafon I 
urg’d for it was, that my Health, which 
was more and more impair’d every 
Day, did not permit me to ftay longer 
in the Kingdom ; and I offer’d to go 
in Perfon to Court to defire Leave to 
retire, if he thought that would be the 
“heft Way to obtain it. This was what 
he was far from confenting to, and as 
he was now not afraid of my returning 
to France, he fent me in Anfwer, that: 
itnot being the King’s Intention to lay 
a Reftraint upon me, I was at my 
Liberty to go where I thought fit. 

Berore I Jeft Bancock, I wrote to 
a young Mandarin of my Acquaintance, 
whofe Name was Prepi; he had a great 
AffeGtion for me, forthe Service I did 
him formerly in faving him from a. 
Baftinado ; for tho” he was a Favourite 
with the. King, who lov’d him more 
than any young Man at Court, he 

K would 
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: 1687, would not have efcap’d that Chaftife. 
awry ment, if I had not interfer’d. I told . 

him when I took my Leave of him, 

that I was juft returning to France, 

and defir’d him to let me always have 

a Share in his F tiendfhip, to continue 

his Love to the French, to the Miffiona- 

ries, and to the Jefuits, and to protect 

them all as he had done hitherto. 

Bene King PREPI, who was forry that T was 

of Sian’s' going away, fpoke of it to the King, 

Ge'Comes Who knew not a Tittle of what had 

Departure. paffed, and feem’d farpriz’d at the. 

Tidings. He ask’d his Minifter what 

were the Reafons that oblig’d me to 

retire, and bad him fend: for me to 

Court, that he might inquire himfelf 

what Grounds I had for my Difguit.. 

Twas inform’d of all thefe Particulars 

by Prepi’s Anfwer, Upon this Order, 

Conftance was ina very great Perplexity : 

He was abfolutely bent againft my 

wm. aps, APPearance at Court, and yet the 

pte Mini: Order was pofitive. Toextricate him- 

Plot to de- felf ont of this Dilemma, he com- 

troyhim.  manded a Portuguefe Officer, who was 

entirely at his Devotion, to come on 

board the French Ship, on pretence of 

doing me Honour, and then to con- 

duct me to Court, as by Order from 

the King. : 

Tue Contrivance of this Snare was 

tao grofs to furprize me. I knew 

thar 
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that the King of Siam never fends his: 
Orders by any but the Soldiers of his 
Guard. The Bithop of Aéetelopolis,. 
M. Manuel, and the Faétor of the 
Loman, who. were all prefent, and: 
. h€afd what the Portuguefe faid to me,. 
made no Scruple to fignify to me that 
there was a Snake in the Grafs. The 
Bithop efpecially, taking me afide, faid,. 
Fake Care bow you put yourself into the 
Hands of thefe Portaguele ; I know M.. 
Conftance : you may depend on it, -thefe: 
People have Orders to affafinate you on 
the Road, and then the Minifter will 
Jecure bimfelf by getting them hanged, 
that they may not.accufe him,.. after which: 
he will tell the King that be caufed them. 
"to be executed, to revenge the Death of 
the Chevalier de Forbin, which this. 
Prince, who only fees with the Eyes of 
his Minifter,- will take to be as true as 
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that the Sun foines. Believe me,.it will « 
be your beft Way to get out of the Reach 


of an Enemy fo fubtle and fo malicious; 
Aince you are fo happy as to have it in 
your Power. 

I THawx’p him, as in Duty bound, 
for his good Advice,. and then, ad- 
dreffing myfelf to the Officer, told 
him, That I flouw'd pay no Manner of 


Regard to the Order he came with 5 that. 


his Majefty having given me Leave ta 
withdraw, it was not probable that he 
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68%, bad alter’d bis Mind fo foon, or that he 
Ney was difpos’d to detain me any longer in 
aA bis Dominions, after all the folid Argu- 

ments which I bad done myjelf the Ho- 
nour to fet before him that be might 
therefore go whenever he pleasd, and 
carry my Anfwer to M. Conftance. | 

Thecoun'’s I nap not talk’d in fuch a high 
eee’ Strain, only I confidered that as I had 

not long to ftay at Siam, I had nothing 

more to fear from the Malice of the 

Minifter. In fhort, we fet fail the 

very next Day. I was fo glad that I 

was leaving this curfed Country, that 

Talready forgot whatever I had fuffer’d 

init. As we pafs’d thro’ the Straits 

of Malacca, we met with -contrary 

Winds, which oblig’d us to caft An- 

He meets Chor. We went afhore and found ex- 

Hit Rock- cellent Oyfters, which ftuck fo to the 

“the Straits Rock, that we were glad to take out 
ef Malacca. the Fifh and leave the Shell. 

Wui eg we ftay’d in thefe Parts, - 

I went a pretty Way into the Country, 

where finding the Haunts of fome 

Fallow-Deer, I advanc’d a little far-. 

ther in hopes of finding fome Game 

His En- to kill with my Gun. It happen’d 

wih a Bz that whilft I was looking this Way 

boon. and that Way, a monftrous Ape came 

towards me with Eyes, as it were, 

darting Fire, and fuch an Air of Af- 

furance as wou'’d have quite daunted. 

me 
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me if I had not been'arm’d ; but I 1689. 
went to meet him, and when we were Wand 
about ten Paces diftant, I fir’d my 
Piece, and fhot him dead upon the 
Spot. 

Ir was really a frightful Animal to 

look at. It had a Tail as long as a Lyon, 
was above two Foot and a half trom 
the Ground, eight Foot from the Tip 
of the Tail to the Head, and had a 
great long Face deform’d with Pimples 
like the Vifage of fome Drunkard. 
The Country People affur’d me that 
I had good Luck to kill it, becaufe, 
if I had mifs’d my Mark, it wou’d 
certainly have ftrangled me. I went 
and ‘call’d our Seamen to carry ‘it 
aboard, and they protefted they had 
never feen fo large an Ape in all the 
Indies. 

From the Strait of Malacca, we A Deferip. 
pafs’d between the Iflands of Nicobar, tion of Be 
which are inhabited by People perfectly lands. . - 
favage, who go ftark naked, both the 
Men and Women, and live only upon 
Fith and fome Fruits whieh they find 
in the Woods. For their Iflands pro- 
duce neither Rice nor Pulfe, nor any 
Sort of Grain for their Nourifhment. 

Thirty Leagues from thefe Iflands lies 

that of Andaman, which we faw at @ 

great Diftance: The Inhabitants of it 
K 6 are 
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1687, are the crueleft Cannibals in all the 
wm Indies. . 
Ar aland Arr length we arrived at Pontichery, 
bals. one of the moft noted Faétories be- 
Ponrichery longing to the French Eaft-India Com- 
defrib'd.” “pany, who. have a Direétor General, 
and feveral Commiffioners. °Tis the 
Grand Magazine for Linnens, Muflins, 
and Goods of all Kinds brought from 
the Indies. The Company’s Ships 
come every Year from France to buy 
up thefe Linnen Goods, and carry them, 
to Port Louis. 
- M. MARTIN, who was at that 
hearty Re. Time Direétor of the Factory, enters 
- geption tain’d me with the greateft Civility in 
the World, and was continually heap- 
ing Favours on me all the time I ftay’d 
in the Country. It was not in my 
Power to go away as foon as I cou’d 
have wih’d, becaufe I was forc’d to« 
flay a pretty while for the Europeay 
Ships, which came in this Year fome- 
what later than ufual. My ordinary 
Diverfion during my Stay was Hunt- 
ing. In this Country are a Kind of 
Foxes which they call Chefnut Des, 
of which I caught fome almoft ever 
Day with Grey-Hounds that I had train’d 
up myfclf, and which were eafily form’d 
for this Kind of Hunting, which is 
very amufing. 





AN, 
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Aw Adventure happen’d here which 9° 

had like to have EAE aie my Life: 1687s 
The Commiffioner of one of the French ebecount? 
Company’s Ships who was lately ar- porfine 
riv’d, defired I would take him along ine. 
with me. After we had hunted fome 
Hours, my Grey-Hounds ftarted one 
of thefe Foxes, which, finding himfelf 
prefs’d, ran into a Soxt of Coney- 
burrow. I thought the beft Way, 
wou’d be to fmoak him out, and, for 
that Purpofe, I got a Bundle of Rice- 
Straw, with which I fill’d the Hole, 
and fet Fire to it. As I ftoop’d down 
to blow it, a Creature bolted out of 
it ona fudden, which rambled me down, 
bury’d me in Straw, Fire and Smoak, 
and then leap’d over my Head into a 
Riyer which was but juft by: All this 
was done in fiich a Trice, that the Ani- 
mal had plung’d itfelf into the Water 
hefore I was able to get upon my Legs. 
The Commiffioner made no doubt but 
*twas a Crocodile or a Cayman. What- 
ever it was, I was horridly terrify’d, 
and thought my felf well off, that I 
far’d no worfe. 

Tue, Inhabitants. of Pontichery are 1. ; 
very black, butnot of the Caffre-Kind 5 57Se,5, 
They have handfome Features, 2 Com- 
placency in their Looks, and fine live- 
ly Eyes; they let the Hair of their 
Heads grow down to their Waitt. 

e 7 Their 
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Their Nation is diftinguith’d by Cafts 
or Tribes. The Bramins, who are the 
Priefts of the Country, are in greater 
Veneration than all the others, and 
next to them are the Shepherds. Thefe 
People are, above all Things, cautious 
of matching with any but their Equals, 
fo that a Shepherd may not pretend to 
claim Kindred to a Bramin.. And if 
it happens that any one of a diftin- 
guifhed Tribe, marries a Woman of 
an inferior Rank, he falls from his 
own Rank to that of the Family to 
which he is ally’d: But the Women 


- lofe nothing by mif-matching. Among 


Their reli. 
gious Cere- 
monies and 
Superfti- 
tion, 


all thefe Cafts or Tribes, the moft con- 
temptible is that of the Shoe-makers, 
excepting that call’d Paria, which they 
look ‘upon with Horror, becaufe they 
don’t fcruple to feed upon the Fleth of 
al} Manner of Animals. 

Tuese People, who are Idolaters, 
have a famous Temple a League from’ 
‘Pontichery, to which they repair on a 
certain Day every Year to celebrate a 
Feftival in Honour of their principal 
Deities. There being a vaft Concourfe 
from all Parts, I went out of Curio- 
fity to fee it. After a Thoufand Ce- 
remonies, of which they gave me a 
Rehearfal, for I cou’d not enter the 
Temple, they brought out the God 
and Goddefs to whofe Honour they 

were 
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were‘affembled: Thefe Idols aré of a 1684; 
’ gipantick Figure, and. very well gilt. yaw 
They plac’d them Face to Face on a 
Chariot with four Wheels, and the 
Pofture and Attitude of both Deities 


‘ ‘was fomewhat lafcivious. The Chariot 


was drawn by two or three Hundred 
Men with Ropes, and the vaft Num- 
bers of People that were gather’d to- 
gether, fell flat on their Bellies to the 
Ground, while the whole Country 
echoed with Shouts of Joy ; and fome 
of them were fimple enough to hang 
upon the Chariot-Wheels, thinking it 
a Happinefs to be bruis’d or crufh’d 
to Pieces in Token of the Refpect they 
entertain’d for their God. 

Wuew this Ceremony was ended, I 
faw both Men and Women rolling on 
the Ground about the Temple, and 
ftark naked, except a Piece of Linnen 
which reach’d from the Waift to half 
way of the Thigh. I ask’d for what 
Reafon they thus mangled their Bodies, 
and was told, that they were fuch as 
had no Children, and hop’d by this 
Sort of Penance to prevail with their 
Gods to grant them Iffte. This is all 
I cou’d then learn of the faid Feftival, 
there being no Entrance for me, as I 
before obferved, into a Temple where 
none are admitted but Idolaters. 


However, 
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Howzver, I was curious to fee it, 


‘ywey-s and therefore two Days after I went 


“TheirTem. 
. and 


Hols, 


thither again. I ftood at the Door 
with feven other French Men, who 
were likewife defirous of Entrance, but 
the Chief of the Bramins would not 
admit us, on Pretence that it was not 
lawful. for. him to prophane it. by 
letting in Chriftians. Upon: this De- 
nial I faid not one Word, but ad- 
vancing to him, fnatch’d a Ponyard 
from his Side, prefented the Point to 
him, and threatned to kill him, upon 
which he fled without bidding. Then 
we enter’d, and found it a vaft Edi. 
fice, but nothing in it befides‘a ‘great 
Number of Idols of different Sizes, 
and all in wanton Poftures. While 
we were amufing ourfelves with the 
Sight of ’em, the Bramin, refenting 
the Affront we had put upon him, 
went and alarm’d the Neighbourhood, 
and came towards us at. the Head of* 
above three Hundred Men. But thefe 
People, who have actually not a. Dram 
of Courage, were fo terrified, when 
they faw us with Fire-Arms, that there 
was not. one of them that had the 


- Boldnefs to come near. 


A Sui belonging to the India Com- 
pany being ready. to fail much about” 
that Time for Majfulipatan, a City 
famous for Commerce, and the Ships 

from. 
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from France not being yet expeéted, I 16! 87. 
refolved to embark, and thought of ww 
travelling from that Town to Golconda, 

which is but Thirty Leagues from it ; 

for the Place being at that Time be- 

fieged by the Great Mogul, I long’d 

to fee after what Manner thofe People 

make War, and how they form Sieges 

and Attacks ; but it was not in my 

Power to gratify my Curiofity, as 

will appear from what I am going to 

rélate. . : 

Wuen we failed from Pontichery, 
we were in the Seafon of the Wefterly 
Wind, that is to fay, in the moft favour- 
able Seafon of the whole Year, fo that we 
had a very happy Paflage and a quick 
one. We ze tee borane pe 
from Majulipatan, when we {aw a black 
thick Cloud come off from Land, which 
we all thought to be a Storm,.and, 
for Fear of an Accident, immediately 
furl’d all our Sails. At length the A Storm of. 
Cloud came aboard us with very little Fiies. 
Wind, but attended with a vaft Num- 
ber of great Flies, with Tails of a 
purple Colour, like thofe we fee in 
France, which leave Maggots upon. our 
Meat. ; . 

Tue Ship’s Company was fo pefter’d 
with them, that, for a few Moments, 
every Man aboard was obliged to. hide 
from ’em. The Sea was quite cover’d 

with 
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1687, with "em; and we had fuch Swarms 

wey aboard the Ship, that it requir’d above 
Five Hundred Barrels of Water to 
cleanfe it. : 

Wuen we were about four Leagues 
from Majfulipatan, we perceiv’d fome- 
what like 2 Mift, which cover’d ic all 
over. .The nearer we came to it, the 
more it fpread ; fo that in a little time 
we faw nothing but the Point of Moun- 
tains, which ferv’d as a Guide to the 
Pilots. As we approach’d to Land, 
we faw that this Cloud was nothing 
but an incredible Multitude of Flies, 

: quite different from the former ; fot 
“Swarms of thefe had four Wings, and refembled 
Sat’ thofe we fee about our Rivers, whofe 
a Tails are ftrip’d with Yellow and Black. 
The nearer we came to the Town, the 

more we had of thefe Infeéts, of which: 

there were fuch Clouds, that we cou’d 

not fee and, but were oblig’d to make 

it by Sounding. When we were in fuch 

a Fathom, the Pilot gave Direction for 

cafting Anchor ; when Delande, one of 

the Company’s Commiffioners, who had 

Orders to vifit the Factory, took the 

Sloop to go afhore, and the Captain 

and I accompany’d him, ° The Multi- 

tude of thefe Flies was fo great, that 

we were oblia’d to carry a Compafs 

aboard, that we might not mifs the 

Land, 
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Land, which they hid from us entire- 168, 
ly but ac laft we arriv’d. ary 
TuERe being no Soul atthe Port, the coups 
fuch of our Ship’s Company as knew Artival at 
the Town, were our Guides to the pelele 
Cuftom-houfe. The Office was open, 
fo that we went into every Part of it, 
but found nobody attending. Being 
furpriz’d at this uncommon Incident, 
we walk’d to that Pare of the Town 
where the Office of the Factory of the 
Eaft-India Company was kept, and 
crofs’d feveral Streets without feeing 
Man, Woman, or Child. This defolate 
Afpect of the whole Town being accom- 
pany’d with an intolerable Stench, we A Plague 
quickly guefs’d what was the Matter, 
Arter we had. walk’d a great deal 
of.Ground, we came to the Company’s 
/Hopufe.” The Gates were open, and 
we found the Direétor dead, tho’ we 
guefs’d he had not been long deceas’d, 
becaufe every Part of him was intire. 
The Houfe had been ranfack’d, and 
every thing appear’d in Diforder. Be- 
ing aftonifh’d at fo frightful a Spe¢ta- 
dle, I return’d into the Street, and ad- 
dreffing myfelf to the Sieur Delande, 
Let’s go aboard again, faid I, there’s no 
Good to be got here. He told me, that 
his Commiffion oblig’d him to go far- 
ther 5 and that, as he muft give an Ac- 
count of his Voyage, he wou’d not re- 
turn 
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1687, turn aboard till he had at leaft feen fome 

““~ Perfon capable of giving him a parti- 
cular Account of the Caufes of all this 
Confufion. 

THEREFORE we march’d on till we 
came to the Englifo Factory, which we 
found clofe fhut; and tho’ we knock’d 
ready to break the Door down, nobody 
made Anfwer. From thence we- went 
to the Dutch Fa€tory, where, out of 
fourfcore Perfons, there remain’d but 
fourteen alive, who look’d more like 
Skeletons, than Men. They told us, 
that the Town had been brought to this 
Pafs by a Plague 5 that moft of the In- 
habitants were dead, and the reft” Bone 
into the Country ; that they could give: 
us nto'News relating to the French Fac- 
tory; that the Exglifb had abandon’d: 
theirs, after having loft the beft Part of 
their Officers; and that as for themfelves, 
they had an immenfe Treafure in their 
Houfe, and were forbid, on Pain of; 
Death, to quitit, or ele they had not 
ftay’d. : 

ConstpzRine the prefent Condi: . 
tion of this miferable Town, there was 
no Probability of meeting with a Vef- 
fel to carry me to Golconda: Fwas fore’ 
to drop all Thoughts of feeing the Siege, 
fo that we return’d on board, to telf 
what we had feen and heard. We fet 
fail immediately for the Port of Mergui; 

which. 
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whigh belongs to the King of Siam. I 1687. 
was very loth to return to a Country Vayay 
from which I found it fo hard a Matter 5 
to efcape ; but confidering, that this 
Harbour was above an hundred Leagues 

from the Court; and moreover, that I 

was on board a French Ship,. I thought 

I fhou’d be in no manner of Danger 

from the Malice of M. Conftance. 

Tue third Day after we fail’d from 
Moafulipatan, {ome of the Sailors, who 
werit afhore with the Sloop, fell fick. 

. The Caufe of their Ilnefs cou’d not 
be unknown. The Surgeon finding 
they hada Fever, let them Blood ; and 
next Day I had a Fever myfelf, but 
wou’d not be blooded. All the other 

‘Sailors, who came in the Sloop, fell 
fick likewife, and were bleoded as well 
as the others, but all of ’em dy’d ina 
_few Days. 

My Fever ftill continued, and was The Court's 

accompany’d with fuch an_ exceffive Sickrels & 
Sweating, as quickly brought me fo 
low, that I cou’d fcarce fpeak. The 
Violence of my Diftemper weaken’d 
my Eyes too, to fuch a degree, thatI 
cou’d not perfectly diftinguith Objeéts : 
And, to compleat my Misfortune, Pro- 
vifions began to fall fhort, fo that there 
was nothing left aboard to make Broth ; 
for we cou’d take in but very little Pro- 

- vifion at Ponticbery, where fuch a Dearth 

prevail’d, 
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1687, prevail’d, as was next akin to a‘Fa- 
wayrr mine. 

IT wever was in greater Diftrefsin all 
my Life. Not knowing what todo, I 
order’d my little Siamefe Lacquey, who 
never car’d to leave me, to bring mé 
fome Perfian Wine, of which I had a 
good Stock. I drank about half a 
Glafs, and took a hearty Nap for fome 
Hours, when I awoke all in a Sweat. 
My Sight feeming to be a little ftron- 
ger, I return’d to my Remedy, took 
a double Potion of it, and flept a fe- 
cond time ; after which I wak’d again 
all ina Bath, but found myfelf much 
ftronger. As the Rernedy operated, I 
took it a third time, fopping a Piece 
of Bifcuit in the Wine, which after- 
wards I eat. I repeated this for feve- 
tal Days, after which my continual Fe- 
ver chang’d toa double Tertian. 

M.DELANDE and the Captain, 
who were feiz’d with the fame Diftem-, 
per, refus’d Bleeding, after my Exam. 
ple, and wou’d have no Remedy but 
mine ; upon which their Ilnefs abated 
by degrees, and they recover’d as well 
asI. At laft we arriv’d at Mergui, 
where, by the Affiftance of Refreth- 
ments, which we were no longer in need 
of, we were ina few Days able to walk 
abroad. Of the feventeen Perfons that 
went afhore in the Sloop, all the four- 

teen 
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teen who were blooded, dy’d; and,ac- 16 87. 
cording to all Appearance, M..Delande, Wry~ng - 
the Captain and myfelf fav’d our Lives 

only by our refufing to be let Blood ; 

fo true is it, that Bleeding is mortal in 

all peftilential Fevers of this Kind. 

. We had not been many Days at 

Mergui, before M. Ceberet arriv’d there 

with a great Number of Mandarins at- 

tending him in his Return from Loxzvo, 


' to which Place he and M. /a Loubere 


had been fent from France to treat of 
Commerce, and to fettle all Matvers 
with Confiance, for Father Tachard had qe sec. 
fucceeded in the Commiffion, which cols ut Fa- 
he was inftruéted to negotiate. This Chords ne- 
Father having been dup’d by Conftance, sotiations 
as we have already faid, and thinking Cort of 
in good Earneft that he fhou’d do a “+ 
Service both to the Church and Strate, 
had left no Stone unturn’d to bring the 
Court into his Views, and to make the 
beft Ule of the Siamefe Minifter’s good 
Difpofition ; and accordingly, upon this 
Jefuit’s Promife, the Court accepted of 
the Projeét of an Alliance, and aétually 
fent Troops under the Command of the 
Chevalier Desfarges, who had the For- -rieir Em- 
trefs of Bancock deliver’d up to him ac- hafly fe 
cording to Agreement. ; 

Tue Mandarin, who had been fent 
Ambafiador to Frazvce, was one of thofe 
that accormpany’d M. Ceberct. As foon 

as 


216 
1687. 


The Count 
meets With 
an old 
Friend of 
his, a Siam- 
efe Manda. 
vin that 


in France. 


The French 
A aba l- 
dor's Opini- 
onof ML. 
Consiancy. 


MEMOIRS of the 


as he perceiv’d me, he ran to me, and 
his Head being full of the Magnificence 
he had feen in France, he told me, that 
Thad great Caufe to with for my Re- 
turn to my own Country ; that he had. 
feen all my Family there, and a great 
Number of my Friends, with whom he 
had talk’d of me; and after he had- 
extol’d the Court, and every thing 
which hit his Fancy more than ordi- 
nary, he added, in bald French, La 
France grand bon, Siam petit bon. 

M. CEBERET, who came by Land 
from Leuvo to Mergui, difmifs’d all the 
Mandarins, after having made them 
confiderable Prefents, and then em- 
bark’d with us on board the Company’s 
Ship, in which we fail’d for Pontichery, 
Upon our afking him how his Nego- 
tiation had fucceeded with M. Conftance, 
he publickly declar’d, that he was not 
pleas’d with him 5 and that he had 
trick’d the Court, by promifing them’ 
mere Trifles, which had not the leaft 
Appearance of Reality. 

M.CEBER ET and I were never ; 
afunder during the whole Voyage 3 
but our ordinary Difcourfe was about 
the Kingdom of Siam, and the Manner: 
and Cuftoms of the People. He was 
fo aftonifh’d to find them fo poor, and 
to fee the Mifery of the Kingdom, 
that it was unaccountable to him how 

any 


’ 


Count DE For Fry, 219 
any Perfons cou’d have the Affumance 168%, 
to give fuch a pompous Narrative of rd 
their Wealch and Guadeie . 
VET, {aid 1 to him one Day, What The Couns's 
you faw was the moft they have to beaft ae prion 
of: The twhole Kingdom, which is very bim, 
darge, islittle more than a vaft Defart , 
for as you advance within Land, Jou will 
Jind nothing but Forefts and wild Beats, 
the Inbabitants chufing to live on the 
Raiksvof the River, becaufe the Lands 
there being laid under Water fix Months 
in the Year, préduce almoft, with little or 
no Culture, a great Quantity of Rice, 
which only comes up and multiplies in 
watry Places, In this Rice the entire 
Riches of the Country confift ; fo that as 
Jou went up from the Bar to Louvo, you 
Saw everything that was worth feeing in 
tee t, both with Regard to 
the People, thet Towns, and their Com- 
motilies. ie 
Anorner time, the Country being ang of the, 
» ftill the Topic of our Convertation, he cuenta 

wifh’d I wou’d give him fome Account 
of the King’s Behaviour in his Palace. 
As to this Article, E reply’d, °Tis no eafy 
Matter to inform you. Thofe without Doors, 
be they of what Diftinition foever, are ne- 
ver admitted into that Part of the Palace 
where the King refides; and fuch as once 
enter it, never go abroad. All that can 
be faid in Particular is, that every thing 
Vou. I. L is 
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31687. is.condabted in it wiih the utmoft Secrecy. 

arn Every one has not only bis particular Em- 

ployment mark’d out for him, but bis fe- 

parate Quarter, beyond which be is never 

allow’d toramble. They who wait in the 

Chambers which are neareft ibe Gate, 

know no more of the Palace, than what 

Bappensin that Place. In the Chambers 

adjoining to thofe are Officers, wie Pity 

no. more than the others, and fa fucceffively 

to the King’s own Apartment, who gene- 

rally keeps clofe toit, and thinks that fuch 

Retirement is the principal Part of bis 

Grandeur 5 for wheu he confers with bis 

Minifters and bis greateft avourites, be 

appears at a Window almoft’% Fathom 

tesinr that the Ground 5 and after a 

Joort Declaration of bis Will and Plea- 
: jure to them, difappears again. 

“amma ot the ~=M.CEBERET afking” me Quetti- 

eMimiter” @ng alfo about M. Conftance, I told him 

all that I knew of that Minifter ; and 

tho’ he had a pretty good Gwéfs at his 

Views and Politicks, I gave him an 

Infight into many Things which had 

efeap’d him, and which he did not 

doubt the Truth of, when he was en- 

abled to compare what I told him with 

what he knew before. - os 

MisAni. . MEAN time, we came near to Ma- 

; val a es drafpatan, a Yown famous for its Com- 

erfore Sc. Merce. “There was no Appearance of 

George. our returning fiom the Indies to Europe, 

without 
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without carrying fome of the Stuffs and 
Rarities of the Country. Being refolv’d 
to lay out fome Money there, Idefir’d 
the Captain of the Ship to fet me afhore. 
The Enghjb are-Mafters of this Place. 
The Director-General! of their Compa- 
ny, who was a fworn Enemy to M. Con- 
fiance, hearing that 1 lodg’d with the 
French Capuchins, was refolv’d, at all 
Events, to take me to his Houfe. He 
alfe teok the Superior of thofe honeft 
Fryars to his Honfe, and upon my Ac- 
count, fhew’d him great Civility. ‘Thefe 
Fathers are fettled in the Suburbs, and 
adininifter the Sacraments to the Por- 
tuguefe, or Miftices, who are Roman Ca- 
tholicks, 

He prepar’d a very {plendid Din- 
ner for me; during which there was 
a Dilchar Qe of -«. great many Pieces of 
Cannon, and we drank the Healths. of 
the Kings of England and France, and 
both their Royal Families. Conflance 
was not fpar’d at Table; and the Di- 
rector “faid publickly, that he wou'd 
have him hang’d, if he cou’d but catch 
him. Mean time we continu’d drink- 
ing, till we were every one drunk, the 
Capuchin as well as the reft; tho’ it 
- Was not fo much his Fault, becaufe he 
was forc’d to drink almoft whether he 
wou'd or no. 
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Wuen I had bought up what I had 
a Mind to, the Direétor gave me a lit- 
tle Veflel to carry me to Ponticheri, 
which is but twenty Leagues from Ma- 
drqpatan. At my Arrival there, I 
found one of the King’s Ships that was 
come to fetch M. Ceberet. It wascom- 
manded by M. du Quene.Gyitton, who 
deliver’d into my Hands a fineGun anda 
pair of Piftols of admirable Workman- 
fhip. ’T'was a Prefent which M. Bon- 
tents fent me as a Token of his Friend- 
ip,’ and of his Gratitude for fome 
very curious Pieces which I had fent 
him by the ‘Retera- ofthe mbale- 
dos. ies: 
Arter M. Ceberet had finith’d all 
his Affairs at Powicheri, we embark’d 
and fail’d for France; and during the 
Voyage, he and I often talk’d about 
the Kingdom of Siam. He difcouts’d 
to me upon the Envy of M. Conftance, 
and the Dangers to Which he had fo of- 
ten expos’d me: And tho’ he had 
been inforn’d by our Countrymen, 
at Foudia and Louvo, both of my 
Adventure with the Macafars, . and 
with the Exgli/h Captain, he wifh’d I 
wou’d relate the whole to him myéelf. 
AFTER avery good Paflage, we caft 
Anchor at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
there took in fome Refrefhments. We 
anchor’d alfo at the Ifland of St. Helena, 
which 
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which belongs to the Exglifh, and foon 1688, 
after at Afcenfion INand, where we caught UAywu 
a great Number of Vortoifes, and other 

Fith. At Jength we arriv’d fafe in the 
Harbour of Bret, where we landed to- and at 
wards the latter cnd of Fuly, 1688 ; Bret 
which was about three Years and half 

after I departed thence with M. de 
Chaumen?. . 

Wuen IJ had landed all the Merchan- 
dize I bought at Madrafpatan, I fent 
the’ Bales to Paris by the Carrier, who 
goes thither every Week. But before 
Edeliver’d them, I had the Precaution 
to declare to him, and to enter into his 
Book. both the Quantity and Qua- 
liey..af the Goods, which confifted of 
Screens€bine: Cabinets, Fea, Porcellane 
biG feveral Pieces of India Stuffs of 

ta; Aad a very confiderable Quan- 
tity of Sh eos and See cand 
after I had’ given the whole in Charge sro sisoue 
to him, I fet out Poft for Paris, where terete 
I waited on M. de Seignelay, Minifter of nM. de 
the Marine, who receiv’d me very kind- S#is"e!> 
ly, and’ prefented me himfelf to the 
King, who gave Orders, that I fhou’d 
be paid all my Salary from the Time 
of my Departure to that Day. 

Tr was to the Friendfhip of M. Bor- vis one 
tems that Iwas oblig’d for fo favourable g#*ie"s*¢ 
a Reception ; for M. de Seignelay having M.boutems: 
taken it very il, that I paid char Defe- 

dis.*2 rence 
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1688, rence to the Orders of M. de Chau- 
LA mont, as not to return to France, had 
caus’d me to be ftruck off of the Efta- 
blifhment ; but when Boxtems heard of 
it, he mentioned it of his own Accord 
to the King, who commanded the Mi- 
nifter to make no Innovation upon my 
Account, but rather to advance mes 
when Opportunity offer’d, witha Pre- 
ference to many others. 

His atten. Ewas fo tranfporced with the Man- 
canine ner of my Reception, that I waited on 
and the’ the King at Dinner, who did me the 
sei Honour to afk me a great many Quef- 
“ty bis Ma- tions relating to the Kin; dom of Siam. 

Ha Ale afk’d me in the at 
sieeset' Country was rich: Sire, faid I, she 
‘Antwers, Kingdom of Siam neither produces nor 
confumes any thing. Thats a zreat deal 
faid in a few Words, reply’d the King. 
And among other Queftions which he 
continued to afk me, he inquir’d what 
Manner of Government it was, how the 
People liv’d, and how the King came 
by all the Prefents which he had fent 
him. I return’d for Anfwer, that the 
People were very poor: That there 
were no Perfons of Rank or Figure 
among them, becaufe they were all born 
Slaves to the King, and oblig’d to work 
for him one half of the Year, unlefs he 
pleafes to difpenfe with that Service by 
advancing them to the Dignity of a 
Mandarin: 


 Plaety: if ages 
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Mandarin: That tho’ this Dignity 
rdifes them out of the Duit, yet it does 
not fergen them from Difgrace by the 
Prince, in which they are eafily involv’d, 
and which is always follow’d with fe- 
vere :Chaftifements: That the Barkalon 
himfelf or Prime Minifter, who fills 
the chief Office in the State, is as much 
expos’d to it as the others: “That he 
only maintains himfelf in a Poft fo 
dangerous, by creeping fervilely before 

"his Mafter like the meaneft Subject : 
That if ke happens to fall into Dif- 
Brace, the mildeft Treatment he can 
expect, is to be feverely ee and 
then fent back to the Plough-Tail: 
That the People live only upon Fruits, 
and Rice, which grows: here in abun- 
dance: That as they all believe the 
Doétrine. of Tranfmigration, nobody 
durft eat any thing that has Life, for 
fear of devouring fome Parent, or other 
Kindred : That as to the Prefents which 
the King of Siam had fent to his Ma- 
jefty,. M. Conftance had drain’d the Ex- 
chequer, and been at fo much Expence, 
that it wou’d not be an eafy Matter for 
him to make it good : That the King- 
dom of Siam, which is in a manner but 
one Peninfula, might be a very conve- 
nient Place of Intercourfe to facilitate 
the. Trade to the Jndies, as it is the 
Frontier of two Seas, one on the Eaft- 

ies fide, 
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fide, which looks to China, Fapan, Tun- 


WW quin, Cochinchina, the Country of Lahor 


The King 
uathe only 
eMerchant 
ghere, 


and Cambodia ; and the other on the Weft 
Side fronting the Kingdom of Arracan, 
the Ganges, the Coafts of Coromandel and 
Malabar, and the City of Surat: Thac 
the Merchandize of all thefe different 
Countries was brought every Year to. 
Siam, which is the Place of Rendez- 
vous, and a kind of Fair, where the 
Siamefe make fome Profit by the Sale 
of their Provifions: That the princi- 
pal Revenue of the King confifts in the: 
Commerce which he carries on almoft 
folely throughout the Kingdom ; the 
only Produce of which is“Rice, Lara’, 
of which they make Betc/, a little Pew- 
ter, fome Elephants, which they fell, 
and fome Skins of Fallow Deer, of 
which the Country is full: ‘Fhat the 
Siamefe going in a manner naked, ex- 
cept a Linen Cloth which they wear 
from the Waift to the Mid-leg, they 
have no Manufacture of their own, 
but fome Muflins, of which the Man- 
darins only have a Right to make them- 
felves a fort of Waiftcoats that they 
wear on Days of Ceremony : That when 
a Mandarin has been fo Cunning as to 
raife a little Stock of Money, his beft 
Way is to keep it conceal’d, otherwife 
the Prince will fend for it: That nobody . 
has a Foot of Land in the Kingdom, 
all 
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all the. Lagds appertaining by Right 7689, 
to the King 3 which is the Reafon that : 
the greateft Part of the Soil lies fallow, And the 
ogee - A o ¥ landed? 
Robody thinking ic worth his while te: Mun. 
cultivate Acres which will be taken 
from them.as foon as they are in a good 
- Cafe: That, in fine, the People are Tie good 

fuch good Hufbands,. that a private Woenhy 
Man, who gets but fifteen or twenty re. 
Livres a Year, has more than is ne- 
ceflary for his Maintenance. 

_ Tue King afk’d me likewife, what 
Sort of Money was current in Siam. Their 
Money, faid T to him, is a round Bit of Their Mos. 
Silver like a Mufket-Builet, mark’d with "" 
two Siamefe Letters 5 and this Bullet, 
which is the Prince’s Coin, is call’d Tical, 
and worth forty French Sous.  Befides 
the Tical, theres the half Vical, and 
another Sort of Money call’d Faon, worth 
about five Sous. As to their finall Me- 
ney, they make ufe of Sheils of the Sea, 
which come from the Maldive “Ifands, 
and of whiew, jx Score amount lo five 
Sous. 

NOW, faid the King, Let us talk 
of their Religion: Ave there inaiy Chii 
Slians in the Kingdom of Siam? and does 
the King realty ibiik of embracing Chri- 
fianity 2 Sive, faid 1 to him, Th 
Prince never entertaii?d a Tonight of il, 
nor durft any Mortal i 
poe it to him, PTs irize, 

oe 
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4688, Chaumont, in the Speech which be made 
‘ to him at bis firft Audience, mention’d 
Religion; but M. Conftance, who offi- 

ciated as an Interpreter, craftily fupprefs*d 

that Article 5 and the Apoftolical Vicar, 

who was prefent, and underftands the 
Siamefe Language perfectly, iook great ~ 

Notice of it, but durft not fpeak of it, for 

fear of incurring the Difpleafure of M. 
Conftance ; who, if be had but open’d 

bis Lips about it, woud never have for- 

given bim. 

Tue King, furpriz’d at what I faid, 

heard me very attentively. I added, 

that in the feveral Audiences which M. 

de Chaumont had during his Embaffy, 

he always expatiated upon the Beauty 

The Craft of the Chriftian Religion ; but that 
Met Conftance, who was always the Inter- 
preter, cunningly acted in two Cha- 
racers, by telling the King of Siam 

what pleas’d him, and by making 
agreeable Anfwers to the Ambaffador 5 

fo that nothing was refolv’d on the Part 

of the King, and on that of the Am- 
baffador, but what M. Conflance thought 

fit to fuggeft to both: That I had learnt 

this Circumftance from the Apoftolical 

Vicar himfelf, who was prefent at all 

their particular Conferences ; and told 

it me asa great Secret. Upon this the 

King fmild, and faid, That it was a 

great Misfortune for Princes to be 
oblig’d 
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oblig’d to take every thing upon Truft 1688, 
from their Interpreters, who are often UAA 
not fo faithful as they fhou’d be. aa 

Tuzn the King afk’d me whether An ar 
the: Miffionaries did much Good at Mitiona- 
Siam; and in particular, whether they riesin Siam 
had’ converted many of the Siame/e. 
Not a Soul, Sir, faid T 5 but as the greateft 
Part of the Inhabitants is a Medley of 
different Naticns 5 and as amang the 
Siamefé there's a great Mixture of Por- 
tuguefe, Cochinchinefe, and Japonefé 
‘Chrifitaus, thofe bone} Mifionaries take 
care of them, and adminifter the Sacra- 
ments to them: They go from one Village 
to another, and introduce themfelves into 
the Peoples Houfes, on Pretence of prac-. 
tifing Phyfick, and diftributing fmall Re- 
medies; yet all their Tnduftry has not yet 
produe’d any thing in Favour of Retigion. 
Lhe moft Service they do, is the baptifing 
Of the Siamefe Foundlings : For the'Péo- 
ple being ugry poor, bring up but few of 
their Children, aud think it no Crimie to 
expofe the reft in the Fiels , the baptifing 
of which Infants is all the Advantage pro- 
ductd by the Miffions in this Country. 

Wuen I rofe from the King’s ne 
Table, M. de Seignelay carry’d me into ae re 
his Clofet, where he put a greatmany slay, 
Queftions to me,’ efpecially in Matters 
wherein the King’s Intereft was con- 
cern’d, particularly whether there was 

z L. 6 
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any Hopes of eftablifhing a confiderable 
Trade at Siam, and what I thought 
were the Views of M. Con/tance, in the 
Fondnefs he fhew’d for inviting the 
French thither. I fatisfied him on this 
laft Head, by giving him an ample 
Account of all that I knew of the 
Siamefe Minifter’s Views and Defigns. 

As to the Article of Conmerce, I 
told him, as I did the King, that as 
the Country produc’d nothing of its 
own, it could only be look’d upon as 
a Place of convenient Situation to faci- 
litate the Commerce to China, Fapan, 
and the other Kingdoms of the Indies: 
That this being the Cafe, the Eitablith- 
ment begun Ly fending Troops thither, 
was abfolutely unneceffary, the Com- 
pany having already there more than 
ufficient for that End. That as to the 
Fortrefs of Bancock, it would remain 
in the Hands of the Jeach as long as 
the King of Sia and Mt Conflrsce 
liv’d; but that when either of them 
happen’d to die, the Sieme?, follicited 
by their own Intereft, and by the Ene- 
mies of France, would not fail to dif- 
lodge our Troops froma Place, which 
render’d them Mafters of the King- 
dom. : 

Two Days after this, the Cardinal 
de Fanfon told me, that Father de Ja | 
Chaifeé wanted to difcourfe me about 

the 
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the new Settlement of the Frénch in the 1688, 
Kingdom of Siam. * Coufin, faid the A~y 
‘ Cardinal to me, take heed what you — 
‘ fay, for you are going to talk with 

* the craftieft Man in all the Kingdom. 

* It gives me no Concern, faid J, for 

‘ I thal fay nothing bur the Truth.’ 
On that very Day I was introduc’d by 
the Back Stairs, and pretented to his 
Reverence by Fryar Vatable. 

Tuts Reverend Father’s Difcourfe Father deta 
turn’d: almoft wholly upon Religion, Chafee 
and the King of Siam’s Defign to retain (7% 
the Jefuits in his Dominions, by build- Aurion fe: 
ing a College und an Obfervatory for Jeluirs “at 
them at Lowve. 1 told him that M. ‘*™ 
Conftance who was refolv’d, whatever it 
coft him, to obtain our King’s Pro- 
tection, had promis’d more than he 
could perform. That the Obfervatory- 
and de College too would be built, 
perhaps, during the King of Siam’s 
Life, and that the Jeluits would be 
maintain’d there ; but that whenever 
this Prince dies, the Government of 
France would be oblig’d to find out 
Funds for the Maintenance of the 
Miffionaries, there being little Appear- 
ance that a new King would contribute 
to their Support. 

Wrew Father de/a Chaife had heard About Fas 
me talk thus, Your Account, {aid he, t,t 
does not agree with Father Tachard’s, I 

reply’d, 
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reply’d, That I had told him nothing 
but the naked Truth; that I did not 
know what Father Tachard had faid, 
nor his Motives for faying it, but that 
his Friendthip for M. Conjftance, who 
to attain to his own Ends, had left no 
Stone unturn’d to beguile him, might 
very well have blinded him, and con- 
fequently render’d his Accounts of 
Matters fufpicious. That during the 
little Time he ftaid at Siam with M. 
de Chaumont, he was intirely in that 
Minitter’s Confidence ; that upon fome 
Occafions he had a@tually ferv’d in the 
Quality of French Secretary, and that 
I myfelf. had feen Warrants of. that 
Father’s own Hand-writing, fign’d by 
my Lord Ambaffador, and underneath 
Fachard. At this the Reverend Father 
fmiled, but inftantly refuming that 
Gravity and Precifenefs which gene- 
rally fits upon his Countenance, he 
ask’d whether the Miffionaries made 
great Improvement in this Kingdom. 

I mape the fume Anfwer to him 
upon this Article as Thad done to the 
King, adding, that what moft of all 
rctarded the Progrefs of the Gofpel, 
was the rigid and auftere Life of the 
Talapoins: ¢ Thefe Priefts or Monks ; 
< of the Country, faid I, live in con; 
© tinual Abftinence, having, nothing. to : 
© fobfitt upon but the Charity which 

‘is 
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is diftributed to them from Day to 
Day: What they receive beyond 
what is ftri€tly neceflary, they give 
to the Poor, and referve nothing for 
the next Day. They never go out of 
their Monaftery, but to beg Charity, 


. for which they never open their Lips, 


but only hold out their Basket, which 
indeed is foon full; for the Siame‘% 
are very charitable. When the Tala- 
poins go through the Town, they 
carry a Fan in their Hands, whica 
they fpread before their Faces, to 
prevent their feeing the Women; for 
they live in very itrict Rules of Con- 
tinence, and never difpenfe with them 
but when they are determin’d to quit 
the Order and marry. The Siamefe 
have neither publick Prayers nor Sa- 
crifices. The Talapoins affemble 
them fometimes in their Pagods, 
where they preach tothem; and the 
common Subject of their Sermons is 
Charity, which isa Virtue highly re- 
commended all over the Kingdom, 
where you meet with few fo poor «s 
to be reducd to beg their Bread. 
¢ Tue Women here are naturally 
very Chafte; for the Siamee are 
pretty honeft, and the Children are 
fo fubmiffive to their Parents, that 
they fuffer themfelves to be fold by 
their Parents, without repining, when 
© they 
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they are forc’d to it for Relief of their 
Neceffities. This being the Cafe, 
there can be no yee of converting 
any Siamefe to the Chriftian Religion: 
For befides that they are too ftupid 
to be made eafily fenfible of the 
Nature of our Myfteries, and think 
their Morality moie perfect than 
ours; they have not a dpe Effeem 
for our Miffionaries, who do not 
live fo aufterely as the Talapoins 
do. 
¢ Wuewn our Priefts go to. preach 
the Truths of the Chriltian Religion 
at Siam, the filly People who are 
very docile, hearken to them as if 
they were telling them Fablés “or 
Tales to pleafe Children. Their 
natural Compiaifance inclines them to 
approve of any fort of Religion. 
According to them, Paradife is a 
great Palace, inhabited by the chief 
Sovereign, which has feveral Gates 
for all Nations to enter at, to ferve 
the chief Sovereign according to his 
Occafions. They compare it to the 
King’s Palace, which has feveral 
Eftries, and where every Mandarin 
has his particular Funétions. *Tis 
the fame, fay they, as to Heaven, 
the Palace of the Almighty, to 
which all Religions open like fo many 
Gates, becauie all the Creeds of 
« Man-. 


Count De For sin. 233 


© Mankind, whatever they be, tend 1688. 
to honour the firft Being, and refer avew) 
tohim, in fome degree or other, more 
or Iefs. The Talapoins never dif. 
pute with any body about Religion ; 
and talk to them of the Chrifian, 
or any other Religion, they approve 
whatever you fay of it: But wiscn a 
Man offers to find Faule with their 
Religion, they anfwer coldly, 7 ave 
been fo complaifant as to approve of 

"your Religion, why do not you then 
approve of mine 2 As to ‘external 
Acts of Penance, and the Mortifica- 
tion of the Paifions, it would nor be 
Proper to talk to them on thoie 

‘ints, becaufe they are in thofe re- 
fpects exemplary, and furpafs our- 
moft rigid Fraternities by far, at 
leaft externally. 

“« Bur, Father, Said I, the Jefuits 

© never fail of Enemies in thefe Miffions ; 

for your Miffionaries, who have fu- 
perior Talents, eafily ingratiate them- 

‘felves with the Princes, and obtain 
their Favour, for the Support of the 
Chriftian Religion ; fo thatno wonder 
that Envy raifes many Cabals amongft 
them not only in Ewrope, but alfo 
in the Indies. 
© Ware I ftav’d at Siam, feveral 

© Chinefe of great’ Wit and Learning, 

* confefs’d to me, that they could not 

* com- 
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* comprehend how People of one ant 
* the fame Faith, who had left their 
“native Country, and made long 
“ Voyages thro’ fuch vaft Seas, could 
* propofe to convert Pagans, while 
* they themfelves were not agreed in 
* their Conduét, fome living with very 
© great Modefty and Charity, and 
© others abandoning themfelves to 
« Malice and Strif€, to call ic by no 
© worfe Name. This was the Lan- 
© guage of all the Chinefe with whom 
¢ Tralk’d. And ’tis a Truth fo con- 
© {tant and notorious all over the Indies, 
© that I not only thought it my Duty 
© to inform you of it, but alfo to pub- 
© lifh ic upon all Occafions. 

I HAp been for fome Days at Paris, 
and not feeing the Carrier arrive from 
Breft, 1 began to be uneafy for the 
Bales I had committed to, his Care. 
In Order to know the Meaning of ic, 
I went to the Office, when I found 
what I had apprehended true to a 
Tittle. The Commiffioners of the 
Cuftom-Houfe at Pontorfon had feized 
all my Effects there, and, not fatisfy’d 
with the Seizure of them, on Pretence 
that I had in my Bales India Goods, 
which were at that Time prohibited, 
they condemned me to a Fine of Five 
Hundred Livres, for having contra- 
ven’d the King’s Orders. 

Brine 
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Bzinc much puzzled what to do, 1688. 
T at laft thought it my bet Way to Uynu 
have Recourfe to M. Ceberet, who I 
knew was very well acquainted with 
the Farmers General. After informing 
him of the Difafter which had befallen 
me, Itold him, that as I knew nothing 
of the King’s Prohibition, I ought not 
to be punifh’d for the Breach of it; 
that my Sincerity in my whole Condu& 
was fufficient to juftify me, becaufe I 
Wad myfelf declared to the Carrier the 
Quality of my Merchandize, and ex- 
prefly fpecified the Jvdian Goods, which 
I fhou’d not have done if I had thought 
they were prohibited. Ceberet gave 
me all the Encouragement that was in 
his Power; for he told me, that he 
knew the Farmers of the Cuftoms, that 
they -were very honeft People, that I 
might go to them myfelf when there 
was a Board, and that he was fure they 
would give me Satisfaction. 

Accorpine to his Advice, I waited His Com- 
6n thofe Gentlemen, complain’d of the fret, 
Condemnation pafs’d upon me, and of the Re: 
made the beft Ufe I cou’d of the Ar-"""~ 
guments I had urg’d to M. Ceberet. 

I infifted chiefly on my Sincerity, and 
demanded that, on that Confideration, 
they would order my Bales to be re- 
ftor’d to me. Upon my Reprefenta- 
tion, they unanimoufly condemned 

what 
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1688. what the Commiffioners had done, 
“war with refpeét to the Merchandize which 
was not prohibited ; but as for the 
Indian Goods, they faid they cou’d 
not releafe them, becaufe of the Edi&, 
by which they were prohibited , but 
that I might apply to the King, who 
might be prevail’d on by my Intereft, 
and that of my Friends, to give Or- 
ders for the Reftitution of them. 

Arter this Confultation, I defired 
thofe Gentlemen to fend their Orders 
to Pontorfon, for the bringing all my 
Bales to their Office at Paris, and } 
declar’d that I was ready to pay, not 
only all the Duties, but the Charges of 
Carriage : Upon which M. de Lulie, 
who was Prefident of the Afferrbly, 
immediately oader*d a Letter to be 
writ to the Commiffioners, and it was 

fign’d and feal’d in my Prefence. 
ArtrerR I went from the Office, I 
pofted immediately to M. Bontems at 
Verfailles, and, telling him what had 
happen’d, I defir’d him to fpeak of it 
to M./e Pelletier the Comptroller Ge- 
heral of the Finances. Bontems ftirr’d 
for me with his ufual Zeal. The Mi- 
nifter, who had an Affection for him, 
faid he cou’d refufe him nothing ; but 
that before he made any Order upon 
it, he thought it convenient to mention 
it to the King. His Majefty granted 
whatever 
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whatever he defir’d of him, whereupon, 
the Minifter to oblige M. Bontems, 
procur’d an Order to be difpatch’d for 
me, from the King to the Farmers 
General, enjoyning them to take Care 
that all the Merchandize which belong- 
ed to the Chevalier de Forbin, was re- 
ftor’d forthwith, without paying any 
Duty. 

I pip not mention the Favour I 
bad receiv’d from Court to any one 
Perfon living ; but when I heard that 
my Bales were arriv’d at Paris, T went 
myfelf and acquainted M. Lidice with 
the Order I had obtain’d. He was fo 
overjoy’d at the Satisfaction it gave 
me, that he went to the Office and 
caufed every Thing that was mine to 
be reftor’d to me. Thus did this At- 
fair prove, in the Iffue, to my Ad- 
vantage, for which good Succefs, I 
was obliged to the Friendfhip of M. 
Bontems, who, todo him Juftice, never 
fai'd to exert himfelf upon all Occaf- 
ons that I had to trouble him, as has 
been already obferved, and as will 
appear, more than once, in the Sequel 
of thefe Memoirs. 

As to this Friend of mine, I mutt 
take Notice, by the Way, that there 
was icarce a Man at Court, whofe 
Proteétion was fo ufeful, and fo much 
follicited as his, becaufe there were few 

of 
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£688, of the Nobility that had fo much In- 
“ery tereft. I might here mention a great 

many Things to his Advantage; but I 

pais them over in Silence, becaufe they 

wou’d carry me to too great a Length: 

But I cannot omit one Thing, which 

fets him in a Rank above fo many 

others of fuperior Birth, and that is his 

Zeal and fincere Attachment to the 

Perfon of the King, which had gain’d ° 
him fuch a Share of his Sovereign’s 

Confidence, which he poffefs’d to the 

Day of his Death, that he obtain’d 

every Thing he afk’d; and, what is, 
fcarce to be parallel’d elfewhere, he 

always made fo proper an Ufe of his 

Favour, that never any Perfon envy’d 

him 5 and he always took Care to ém- 

ploy his Intereft to do Service, and 

never to hurt any Man whatfoever. 

I spenvr the reft of this Year at 
Paris, where, fome Months after my 
Arrival, we had an Account of the 
Enterprize of the Mandarin Pitracha, 
upon the Kingdom of Siam. Tho’ I 
was not Witneis of it, yet every Thing 
that pafs’d on this Occafion has fuch a 
Conneétion with what has been already 
faid, and fo fully juftifies, in the Event; 
all that I had prediéted from the Al- 
liance of the two Crowns, and from 
the Settlement of the French at Bancock, 
that Iam perfuaded the Reader will 

be 
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what was the Succefs of this Enter- 
prize, and how our Countrymen were 
oblig’d to abandon that Place in this 
Kingdonf which was put into their 
Hands. 

» Ir was about the Middle of May 
1688, that the Kingdom of Siam, which 
had been violently difturb’d for fome 
Time, by Commotions that were the 
more dangerous, becaufe they were con- 
cealed, became all at once the Thea- 
tre of a Revolution which alter’d the 
Face of the whole Country, and which, 
by extinguifhing the whole Royal Fa- 
mily, was very fatal to all thofe who 
ull then had the Management of Affairs, 
and in a Moment overturn’d every 
Step that had been taken, in regard to 
the Alliance with the French. 

T wave already obferved, that tho’ 
every Thing feemed in a profound 
Tranquillity at Siam, there were but 
few of the Mandarins, but, from the 
Bottom of their Hearts, with’d for a 
Change of Affairs. I difcover’d that 
they hanker’d after a Revolution, while 
I ftay’d at Siam, and I had the more 
Reafon to be convinced of it, from the 
Affair of the Sieur de Rouan, in which 
we obferved that the Mandarins were 
baulk’d in their Expeétations, by the 
Care I took to vindicate M. Conftance. 
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In the Number of thofe chat were capa- 
ble of making the greateft Difturbance, 
was the Mandarin Pitracha ; a Man of 
Refolution, efteem’d by his Country- 
men for his Courage, and *refpected 
for the Aufterity of his Manners. This 
very Man form’d a Plot to fhake off 
the Yoke, and to place himfelf, upon 
the Throne. . 

Tuis Man, whom I knew perfectly 
well, was advanc’d in Years, but had 
all the Vigour of Youth; He con- 
duéted himfelf with fo much Prudence, 
and {fo artfully managed the People, 
that, after he had engaged the Zala- 
poins on bis Side, he not only brought 
ever the Mandarins, by flattering their 
Ambition, and promifing them a Share 
in the Government, but the Populace 
too, who, being always fond of No- 
velty, hop’d for a milder Government’ 
under another Sovereign. 

Att his Wiles, however, were not 
fo fecret, but Conflance had a Hint of 
them; and he might eafily have pre- 
vented the Confpiracy: but whether it 
was owing to an ill-grounded Scruple 
that he had, of impeaching and ar~ 
refting Pitracha, till he had fufficient! 
Proof in his Hands to conviét him, or- 
whether he thought himfelf ftrong’ 
enough at any Time to fupprefs the 
Faion, he fuffered the Affair to go 

on 
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ontoolong. He perceived his Miftake 
when *twas too late, and, in order to 
retrieve it the beft he cou’d, he had 
Recourfe to the French at Bancock. 
But my Countrymen, upon the falf 
Accounts that were brought them of 
the Troubles, and of the Commotions ae 
Court, being cautious of engaging in 
an Ariair that might be attended with 
Confequences tital to their own Nation, 
lay ftill in their Fort, notwith{tanding 
Me. Conftance {ent them Letters and 
Couriers, one upon the Heels of ano- 
ther, to conjure them to come to his 
Adittance. 
Wauen } heard this Circumftance, I 
wis fo angry at the Behaviour of my 
Country:men, thet IT cowd nor help 
faying to M. Seigneley, who told me 
the Story, that if I had been then at 
Beoxcock, V woud have flown, without 
any Scruple, to the Affiftance of M. 
Conjlance, whatcver Reafon T had to 
complain of his ill Uage of me in 
other Refpeéts. And, to fpeak the 
Pruth, Ihave fo mean an Opinion of 
the Siamefe Valour, that, I am per- 
fuaded, if I had gone to Louvo but 
* with Fifty Men of my Garifon, the very 
Sight of me wou’d have been fafficient 
to have difperfed all the Populace, who 
wou’d have given up their Leader to 
me, without ftriking a Stroke, and been 

Vou, I. M glad 
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awd, and expect from the Drench C.u0n, not 
hist fter : wo oor Phi ? 
clap) ia coming in,and every T hing concurring to 


Trons favour Pitracha’s Undertaking, he made 
publick Declaration of his Defign, put 
himfelf at the Head of the People, and 
then made himfclf Matter of the King’s 
Palace and Perfo. At tle very firft 
Rumour of this Step, Comtance Hed to 
the King, refolving to die in the De- 
fence of him 3 but it was too late, for. 
he himfelf was arrefted and clapp’d in 
Trons. 

The Ure PITRACHA, to render his Ufurpa- 

peste! tion the lefs odious, imagining that the 

Royal Pb King, whofe Ditemper increafed every, 

. Day, had not long to live, not only 
forbore any Manner of Infult upon the 
Perfon of his Prince, after he had made 
him his Prifoner, but taking upon him 
no higher Quality than that of a 
great Mandarin, he iMued no Order 
but in the Name of the King, to whom 
he made no Scruple to eave all the ex- 
terior Part of Sovereignty. 

As every Thing had hitherto fuc- 
ceeded to the Ufurper’s With, fo thd 
Confequences prov’d altogether as fa~ 
vourable ; The feveral Orders of th 
State having fubmitted to his Dominion 
nothing remained for him, but to driv 

t 
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the French out of the Kingdom, that 
he might reap the Fruit of his Crimes 
in Peace. He was afraid of none but 
them, and, in short, they were the 
only People that were capable of put- 
ting a Spoke in his Wheel 3 but he foon 
perceived that he had no need to ftand 
In Fear of them. When he was made 


fepfible how weak they were, and how 


little. they car’d what became of M. 
Conftance, whofe Life he had only 
fpar’d till then, becaufe he did not 
know how the French were affeéted to- 
wards him, he firt ftript him of all 
his Treafure, and then, without more 
ado, rid his Hands of an Enemy that 
he fo much hated. 

Wuart Kind of Death he put him 
to, is not known. They who were at 
Siam during the Revolution, fay, that 
he fupported all thefe Misfortunes with 
the Sentiments of a Chriftian, and the 
Courage of 2 Hero. And, notwith. 
flanding the many ill Turns he did to 
me, I frankly own that I 2m inclined 
to believe their Report. For M. Con- 
Stance had a Soul that was great, noble, 
and fublime, and fich a fuperior Ge- 
nius as enabled him to conduét the 
ereateit Projects to an Iffue, with a 
world of Prudence and Sagacity. 
Happy Conflance! if all thefe great 
Qualities had not been clouded over by 

2 grofs 
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1688. grofs Defedts, efpecially by 2 boundlefs 
wan Ambition, by infitiable Avarice, often 
even to a Degree of Sordidnefs, and_ 
by a Jealoufy, which, taking Fire 
on the leaft Occafions, render’d him 
harfh, cruel, unplacable, infincere, and 
capable of the moit hateful Things in 
: Life. 
“The King’s THe King died in a few Days after 
Beat, and his Miniter, and Piiracha was with one 
mation of Voice acknowledged King of Siam. 
the Ufa . 2 * 
per. And, to compleat his Happinefs, our 
Seeds Countrymen, after a. Siege of fome 
“at Bancock Months, in which they iuier’d all that 
‘tone Men cou’d do in their Circumftances,,, 
were obliged to abandon Bancocks and 
return with their melancholy Remnants 
to France, where we faw ia what Pickle 
they arriv’d. This was all our Na- 
tion gain’d by that ill-concerted Un- 
dertaking, which tho’ very expen- 
five, cou’d be of no Advantdge to 
the Kingdom, and which the Court 
was meerly wheecled into by Promifes 
that were fpecious in Appearance, but 
had no foltid Foundation. 
Reval Soon after this Revolution, there 
~*~ happen’d one in England, which en- 
tirely chang’d the Face of Affairs in 
Europe. “very body knows what: 
pafs’d in this great Turn, fo that I’ 
fhall fay but two Words about it, jufti 
as much as is neceffary for the under- 


ftanding 
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flanding of what I am to take Notice 
of hereafter. 

THE Proteftants of England had for 
a long time conceiv’d violent Umbrage 
at the Prote€tion which was granted 
to the Catholicks by King Fames the 
Second. They were afraid” that this 
Prince, after having by degrees abo- 
lifh’d the feveral Acts paffed at fundry 
times againft the Members of the Re- 
mifh Communion, wou’d at lait make 
it the prevailing Religion of his Do- 


minions. But being refolv’d to leave’ 


no Stone unturn’d to ward off this Blow, 
they privately fent a Deputation to 
Llolland, to treat with the Prince of 
Orange, and to offer him the Kingdom 
of Great Britain, if he wou'd protect 
them, 

Tuts Proceeding cou’d not be kept 
fo fecret, but France had ‘Advice of it. 
The King complain’d of it to the States 
General, who diffembling the Matter, 
in order to gain ‘Time, return’d no- 
thing but loofe Anfwers of no Signifi- 
cance. The Prince of Orange, who 
had been long contriving a Scheme to 
make himfelf King of England, and 
who faw all his Hopes jaft ready to be 
fruitrated, becaufe the Qucen was big 
with Child, hearken’d to the Propofals 
of the Deputics, and made all the ne- 

M 2 ceflary 
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1688. ceflary Preparations underhand for his 
wace Enterprize. 

As he had need of the Seven United 
Provinces, and feveral Princes of Ger- 
many to fupport him, he engag’d them 
fo warmly in his Party, that they af- 
fitted him with all their Forces, and 
were not afraid even to expofe their 
own Dominions to Danger, by fending 
the ‘Proops which protected them, to 
his Sepport. Ali things being ready, 
ihe Prince put co Sea with a numerous 
Fleet, and hoifted the Flag of England, 
with this Infeription, For Religion and 
Liberty. 

Arter fome crofs Accidents, which 
only hinder’d his Suiling fora few Days, 
he janded {afely at Dartmouth and Tor- 
bay 5 where he was receiv’d by the Peo- 
ple as a Deliverer fent them from Hea- 
ven. London, the Country, and the 
Armizs both by Sea and Land, all de- 
clar’d for him. The King then feeing 
it dangerous for him to ftay, fed from 
the Storm, and went over to rance, 
whiting for better Days to return to 
England, and to affert his Right Sword 
in Hand. Thus was that great Revo- 
lution brought about, which occafion’d 
a War, that was immediately declar’d 
by the King of France againft the Em- 
peror and the Dutch. 
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By reafon of this new War, there 1689. 
were few of the Officers that wanted nr 
Employment. I waited on M. de Seigne- The Count 
lay, who fent me to Dunkirk, where 1 ‘Dunkirk to 
had a Frigate of fixteen Guns given ae 
me to cruife with in the Channel. I Channel. 
had been at Sea for fome Days, when 
the Governor of Calais fent me W ord, 
that the Spaniards having declar’d War 
againit us, I might ftop all the Ships 
of that Nation which I met with. Next 

ay I met with four fmall Offenders, in ‘raves four 
the Rear of a Fleet of Englifh Mer- Mies 
chant-men. I ftop’d them without any 
Difficulty ; and as they did not know 
that we were at War with Spain, they 
fuffer’d themfelves to be carry’d into 
Dunkirk, where they were confifcated 
to the King. 

Tsaiu’p again not many Days after 

with the Sieur Fobn Bart, Captain of 
a {mall Frigate of twenty-four Guns. 
We had Orders to convoy fome Ships 
laden for the King’s Account to the 
Port of Breft., Befides my Crew, which 
confifted of One hundred and twenty 
Men, I put on board One hundred. 
Soldiers at Dunkirk, who were alfo to 
be carry’d to Brejt. : 

In our Paflage, a Dutch Privateer of 
fourteen Guns came to take a View of 
us, which I gave Chafe to, and over- 
took. Her Imprudence was the Rea- 

M 4 fon 
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*168 9. fon that fhe loft above half of her Crew: 


For when fhe faw that I was going to 


Bie Wight board her, fhe nail’d down her Hatches, 
Yuce Pri. to the End that the Crew, having no 


vateer. 


Hopes of their Efcape, might be oblig’d 
to defend themfelves to the laft Extre- 
mity. : 
We had no fooner boarded her, but 
one of the moft bloody Battles enfu’d 
that IT ever faw. The Fellows fought 
like Madmen ; fo that their Deck was 
inftantly cover’d with dead Bodies: At 
the Sight of which, [leap’d into the 
Ship to put an end to the Slaughter, 
elfe there had not been a Man left 
alive, fo exafperated were my Men at - 
the Refiftance they met with. 
Havinea convoy’d our Ships to 
Brefi, we fail’d to Havre de Grace ; 
where we leara’d that War was de- 
clar’d againft the English, The Orders 
we had upon this Occafion to attack 
them, were the Caufe of a very bold 
Action that happen’d not many Days 
after, in which the Reader will find, 
by what follows, we had ill Succefs. 
A? our Arrival in the Harbour, we 
found twenty Merchant Ships ready to 
fail. They defir’d our Convoy, and 
we readily granted it. When we came 
over-againit the Ife of Wight, we were 
chas’d by two -Exeli/b Ships of fifty 
Guns. The Weather was fair, and 
the 


Count De Forse, 


the Sea very calm, little Wind ftirring. 
When we faw thefe two Ships bearing 
down upon the Fleet, Bart and I con- 
fider’d what Courfe to take. The 
fureft Way was to abandon the Fleet ; 
and, to fpeak the Truth, it was hardly 
poflible for us to fave our Ships by any 
other Means. Neverthelefs, in’ {pite 


of the Danger we ran in facing the’ 


Enemy, I thoughe it by no Means 
Convenient to fly. I reprefented to 
Bart, that indeed, our Ships were light, 
and good Sailors; and that we might 
‘therefore cafily efcape if we wou'd ; 
but that tho’ this wou'd certainly fave 
us, it wou’d as certainly expofe us to 
the Reproach*of Mankind: That we 
might be fure thefe two Ships wou’d 


“carry away above half of our Merchant-. 


men: That we fhou’d infallibly be 
call’d to an Account for fo unhappy 
an Events and, that it wou’d be given 
out we might have prevented the L.ofs, 
by ftanding in our Defince. 

Tappep, that if he wou’d follow 
my Advice, we wou’d run the Hazard 
of ftriking a bold Stroke, which wou’d 
give us a Reputation, and infallibly 
contribute to advance our Affairs at 


Court : That the only thing to be+ 


done, was to arm two of the biggett 
Merchant Ships, and to ftrengthen the 
Crews, by taking Sailors out of other 


M 5 Ships + 
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Ships: That with this Reinforcement, 
we wou’d go and attack the two Englifh 
Ships, if they continued to give us 
Chafe: That he and I wou’d board 
the Commodore, while the two Mer- 
chant-men kept the other employ’d, 
by cannonading him :° And, in fine, 
that if we were fo happy as to take the 
Ship that we engag’d, we wou’d make 
ufe of her for the Attack of the fe- 
cond, which then cou’d hardly efcape 
us. He approv’d of my Arguments. 
We attack’d and boarded the Englifb 
Ship; but by Misfortune, Bart miftoek 
in Boarding her, which I perceiv’d, 
and faw plainly that we fhou’d be ta- 
ken 3 but Ichofe to run’ the Rifque of 
my Life, rather than fy from my Co- 
lours. The Soldiers and Sailors of our 
Frigates, that cou’d not enter into the 
Enemy’s Ship, ply’d the Head of her 
with Gunfhot and Grenado’s. 
IrLarrerR’p myfelf for fome time 
with the Hopes, that either the Tide or 
the Wind wou’d favour our Boarding. 
But this Remedy quickly fail’d us, by 
the Cowardice of the two Merchant- 
men, who abandon’d us, inftead of 
Fighting, as they had promis’d: Upon 
which, the other Ship came to his 
Companion’s Affiftance ; fo that then we 
were by no means a Match for them: 
But tho’ we faw very plainly, that it 
was 


=Gonmet DE Forain. 
was ‘ina manner jmpoffible for us to 
efcape, we ftill fought, that the Fleet 
might have the more Time to get away, 
or at leaft that they might not have 
altogether fo cheap a Conquett. 

Ir was a bloody Fight for two long 
Hours 5 which is much more Time 
than is requilite to board a Veftl: 
Two-thiris of my Crew had loft their 
Lives, and Thad receiv’d fix Wounds, 
Which were not fo dangerous as they 
were troublefome 5 yet we ftill fought 
on. I went off of Deck to be drefs'd, 
for I loft a great deal of Blood. My 
Valet de Ciambre, who thought me 
dangeroufly wounded, follow’d me with 
agreat Lamentation, but I threaten’d 
to break -his Head, if he did not get 
up again upon Deck and fight on, as J 
wou’d do as foon as my Blood was 
ftaunch’d. 

‘Tue Crew having nobody to com- 
mand them, znd feing the Deck ftrew’d 
with dead Bodies, thought of nothing 
but flying. My Footman, who was 
by this time got upon Deck, perceiving 
how they ftood affected, and feeing fix 
Sailors getting of in the Sloop, he 
follow’d them, and without being con- 
cern’d at the Condition he left me in, 
went with them aboard one of the 
Merchant Ships of the Fleet, which 
took him in. 

M6 WHILE 
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1689, _ WuiieT was thus mortify’d, Bart 
aeryns fared no better. The greateit Part of 
: his Men had been kill’d or wounded, 
and he himfelf had recciv’d a Wound 
in his Head. At laft, when we faw 
it was in vain to hold out any longer, 
he Count we yiclded our two Frigates, and went 
forenders. on board the Enemy’s Ship. TheCap- 
tain of her was kill’d. The Purfer took 
care of my Wounds. I had a hand- 
fome Suit of Cloaths oa, which with 
the reft of my Goods, the Crew foon 
accommodated themfelves with, and 
Ms ftrip'd. they ftrip’d “me as bare as my Hand. 
Initead of a Shirt they gave me a Waitt- 
coat, anda great Pair of Breeches, with 
a Hole on the left Buttock. A Sea- 
man pull’d off his Shoes to give them 
to me, and another gave me a forry 

Cap. 
Bove to BART had better Luck thanI; for 
Miymouwt. becaufe he fpoke Englifh a little, they 
did not ftrip him. While I was in this 
fine Trim, we were carry’d to Plymouth, 
where the Governor made a great En- 
tertainment for us. As my Name was 
Known, notwithitanding the ridiculous 
Figure I made, I was honour’d with 
an Elbow-Chair at the upper End of 
the Room. I caa hardly forbear f{mil- 
ing, whenever I think cf the Contraft 
there was between tie Poft ef Honour 
I was feated in upon that Gccafion, and 
the 
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the Garb in which I was equip’d. How- 168 9° 

ever, I was not then fo merrily difpos’d ; wane - 

“for Iwas too fenfible of the Governor's 

Unkindnefs, whofe Civility extended 

no farther chan this fingle Repaft. wee 
Tuo’ he faw I was in want of every plaint ot his 

thing, he had not the good Nature fo Uge by 


much as to give mea Shirt; and the saan 
Officers who din’d with us, among wanes: 
whom were {feveral Frenchmen, whote 
Names I {pare to mention, for fear of 
putting them to the Bluth, were as un- 
generous as he. I was fo provok’d at 

this Treatment from the onc and from, 

the other, that after having taken a 

little Food, I gave the Governor to 
underftand, that I wanted Reft more 

than any thing elfe, and defir’d him to 

let me havea Room where I might not 

be difturb’d. He took fuch Pity of 

me, that he fent me with Bart, to a 
Tavern, where he kept us under a 

ftrong Guard. 

As foon almoft as I came to the He is vif. 
Place, I went to Bed, mufing upon t4iahis 
my Misfortune ; but I had fearce lain ment. by 
down, when Word was brought that a Goldtinithe 
Man wanted to fpeak with me. I rofe pow 4 Res 

° . ugee from - 
j up to fee who it was, and was imme- Barjeillen 
diately furpriz’d witha Vifit from Ro- of Religey, 
mieu the Goldfmith, the very Man to 
Whom, when I was at Maryeilles, I gave 
the 
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the Silver-hafted Forks that I filch’d 
from my Brother. 

Tue King’s Edits again the Hw- 
gonots, had ‘drove the ‘good old Man 


‘over to England. I was overjoy’d to 


fee him, and call’d him by his Name. 
He knew me, and with Years in his 


‘Eyes, faid, ds joon as I heard you was 


* Mle fupplies 
the Count 

“with Mo- 
ney. 


come hither, I left every ibing to come and 
embrace you. What gives me the greateft 
Pain is, that I am not able to relieve you 
in your prefent unbappy Plight. I bave 
been fore’d to leave Marfeilles on account 
of my Rétigion. I bave lyjt all my ane 
and am fored to ferve in a Shop to gt 
my Bread. Dea’t trouble yourjelf, faid I, 
T know jou are a generous Soul 5 and 
what you woud do for me if it was in 
your Power: And I thank you. But fince 
the Diforder of your Affairs does not per- 
mit you to affift me with your own Purfe, 
don’t you know fome Merchant bere that 
woud lend me a little Money upon your 
Credit 2 He will certainly be no Lofer 
by its for Iwill pay him by a Bill inany 
Part of France be foall name. After a 
Moment’s Paufe, he told me that he 
had a Friend to apply to, and that he 
wou’d fee what he cou’d do for me. 
In fhort, in two Hours time he 
brought me one Ozvarin, a Merchant, 
who offer’d to let me have what Mo- 


ney 


ney I pleas’d for a Bill of Exchange of 
the like Sum payable to M. le Gendre 
at Roan. This was all I wanted ; and 
immediately I drew a Bill for five hun- 
dred Crowns upon M. de Louvigny, the 
Intendant at Havre de Grace; of which 
Bill I only took twenty Crowns for the 
Score at the Tavern ; and having de- 
fir’d the Sicur Ouvarin to befpeak me 
fome Shirts and other wearing Apparel, 
Treceiv’d a Note for the reft. 

Tue Day after I came to Plymouth, 
I wrote to M. de Seiguelay a full Ac- 
count of all that had happen’d, and 

‘as I did not know what Conftruétion 
the Court might pafs upon our Adven- 
ture, I took care to omit nothing that 
might ferve to clear up our Cha- 
racters. 

I uap fo much Time upon my 
Hands for the greateft Part of the 
Day, and fometimes too in the Night, 
that I ftudied which Way to extricate 
myfelf out of my prefene Condition. 
I thoughe that the Protection of the 
Marfhal de Schomberg, who was come 
over to Egland on account of Religion, 
might be of fome Service to me. I 
directed my Lettcr to him at London, 
and defir’d he wou’d make Intereft for 
my being brought thither, that I might 
be nearer at hand to negotiate my Ex- 
change. 

He 
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He fent me for Anfwer, That he 
was glad of an Opportunity to oblige 
me, and that he wou’d fpeak about it 
to the King. I know not whether he 
was fo good as his Word; perhaps he 
did me that Service ; but I did not give 
time for the Effect of it. My Impa- 
tience to be at Liberty, my Dread of 
the Delays that always accompany 
Exchanges, which are feldom made 
at the Term fix’d, together with the 
Hardthips we were like to fuffer from 
the Governor of Plymouth, who ftill 
refus’d té let us out upon our Parole ~ 


~ of Honour, determin’d, both Bart and 


@The Count 
Jeontrives 
dhus Efcape. 


myfelf, to contrive fome way or other 
for our Efcape. 

A Farr Opportunity foon prefented. 
An Oftend Seaman, who was related to 
Bart, having the Steerage of a little 
Vef:l, was oblie’d to put in at Ply- 
mouth. Ele came to fee us; we ac- 
quainted him with our Scheme, and 
T ofier’d him Four hundred Crowns for 
my own Part, if he would befriend us, 
This Sum made him prick up his Ears, 
and perfeétly fecur’d him in our In- 
tereft. The firft ching he did was of 
great Service to us, for he brought us 
a File to faw off the Iron Bars of our 
Window. 1 fil’d one of ’em fo cleverly 
that it fcarce held together ; and that 
my Craft might not be detected, I 

cover’d 
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- cover’d it as well as I cou'd with 168.9%: 

chew’d Bread which I mix’d with Soot. GAA: 
Iw the mean time my Wounds 
began to heal, by the Care of the Go- 
vernor’s own Surgeon, who was a 
Fleming, and long’d to go to France, 
but could not for want of Money ; 
therefore we brought him into our 
Plot. We alfo engag’d in our Defign 

a couple of Swabbers that were fet to ° 
attend us, and who could not fail 
being of great Service to us, becaufe 
of the Liberty they had to «a, abroad 
whenever they pleas’d. g - 
THERE was nothing wanting now 
but a Ship to carry us off. The 
Oftewder would have given us his with 
all his Heart; but the Veffel was not 
entirely at his Difpofal, and what was 
ftill worfe, was, that we fhould have 
been under a Neceffity of admitting 

too many People into the Secret. 

WHILE we were confidering what 
to do next, the Swabbers, who, in 
hopes of a Gratuity, were very diligent 
to ferve us, came to tell us, in a great 
burry one Nighi, after we had been 
Eleven Days in Prifon, that it was in 
our own Power to make our Efcape, 
and that they had provided every thing 
that was neceffary for the Purpofe. 
That they had found a Wherry or 
Yawl of Norway, with nobody aboard 
bue 
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but the Waterman dead drunk, whom 
they had remov’d into another {mall 
Veffel hard by, and then carry’d the 
Wherry toacertain Nook of the Har- 
bour, where we might embark in the 
Night-time without being feen. 
Inprep I thought it was not poffi- 
ble for a better Opportunity to offer, 
and fo did Bart, upon which without 


“Lofs of Time, when the Surgeon came 


to drefs me, I bad him find out the 
Oftend Pilot, and charge him, from 
me, to,-cnifh the Boat which the 
Sevauber's would thew him, with Bread, 
Cheefe, Beer, a Sea-Compafs, a Pair 
of Compaffes, and a Sca-Chart, to pre- 
pare every thing without the leaft Noife, 
and then to come and give us Natice 
much about Midnight. For a Signal, 
he was to throw a Stone at our Window. 
Every thing was pundtually perform’d, 
and as foon as they had given the 
Signal, I broke off the Al’d Bar, and 
tying the Sheets of our Bed together, 

we made ready to get down. 
Berore we went, I wrote two 
Letters which I left on my Table, one 
for the Governor, thanking him for 
all his Civilities, and promifing to do 
as much for him when Opportunity 
ferv’d, and the other for the Sicur 
Ouvarin, in which after expreffing my 
Gratitude for the good Offices he had 
done 
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done me, I defired him to pay my 
Landlord the Score I had run up at 
the Bar, to make a Bill of what he 
had expended for me, and to fend it 
to M. le Gendre, that the whole might 
be paid off without delay. 

Wuen every thing was ready for 
our Efcape, I took leave of my Lieu- 
tenant, who was our Fellow-Prifoner, 
and would have been glad of going 
off with us; but having only one 
Arm, and being 2 {winging great 
Fellow, he would infallibls-have dif- 
cover’d us, if he had attempted treba 
order to make him eafy, Laffur’d him 
that if we were fo happy as to get to 
France, I wou'd ufe all my Intereit to 
procure his Liberty. When he faw 
that his Efcape was impracticable, he 
eafily confented to tarry, and even 
favour’d us as much as poffible, by 
amuling our Guards while we made off, 
and by talking to himfelf with an 
audible Voice for a long time after we 
were gone, as if he was all the while 
fpcaking to us. When we were got down, 
Bari and I, the Surgeon and the two 
Swabbers embark’d in the Yawl. 

°’Tis fuch a Satisfaction to a Man 
when he is got out of a Prifon, that 
the Danger which follows, be it never 
fo great, goes for nothing. We went 
on board this little Veffet with as much 

Secu- 
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~1G89, Security as if it had been an Admiral’s 
weaaens Ship. We found but two Oars in her, 
or rather an Oar and a Sculler. As 
my Wounds were ftill bleeding, I was 
not in a Condition to row, fo that I 
was Steerfman while Bart took the Oar, 
and one of the Swabbers the Sculler. 
In this manner we fcudded through 
the Road in the Middle of Twenty 
Ships, the Men aboard calling out on 
all Sides to us, Whither bound ? to which 
Bart made anfwer, That we were Fifher~ 
MEN. prow 
- mks ‘Danger added Wings to ‘our 
Flight. We fail’d two Days and a 
Half in che Channel with very fair 
Weather, and a Mift which favour’d 
our Efcape. Bart row’d all the Way 
with indefatigable Vigour, hardly giving 
himfelf time to take a Morfel of Food 5 
igtis Arriva, ANd at laft we arrived on the Coatt of 
fee sreceat Bretagne, after having ran Sixty-four 
"" Leagues in lefs than Forty-eight 
Hours. 
Barty in the Morning we landed 
fix Leagues from St. Malo, near a 
Village call’d Hargui. As we went 
afhore, we were vifited by a Brigade 
of fix Men, who were commanded to 
patrol along the Coaft, and to ftop thofe 
that were flying for Refuge to England 
on account of Religion. “One of thofe 
Soldiers who was formerly a Serjeant on 
board. 
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boarda Ship, and knew me very well, 1689. 
came up to me, and after paffing a Cap 
Compliment, faid, Ob! Sir, bow glad 
am I to fee you! It was reported you was 
dead, And indeed it was generally 
believ’d, becaufe my Footman that ran 
away from me, had given People to 
underftand by his Talk, that I was 
dead of my Wounds: For my eldeft 
Brother, a Captain of a Ship, that was 
fent out to’ get Intelligence, meeting 
with the Merchant Man.that had taken 
my Mariners on board, dic»at doubt, 
from the Report that was matte 
of the Condition I was left in, but I 
was actually dead. The Marfhal 
@ Eftrées who then commanded at Breft, 
would fain have had my Footman 
punifhed for thus leaving me: But 
after his Examination, the Circum- 
ftlances of his Efcape appear’d fo fa- 
vourable, that he was acquitted and 
difmifs’d. 

Wuen J arriv’dat St. Malo, feveral The Fae 
Merchants hearing how I had been di- yours dune 
{trefs’d, came and offer’d me their Purfe, "3" 56 
and all the Service they could do me. 
T thank’d them for their Generofity, 
and taking only Twenty Lewid’ors 
from M. Dugue, Commiffioner of the 
Navy at that Station, I fet out Poft Set cut Pott 
for Court: But Bart, who was of a for Purir; 
. : : . but Bars 

~tmorous Difpofition, fearing that our jays a 
Manage- hind, 
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Management had thrown us under Dif- 


weon—~ pleafure, would not accompany me, 
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but was glad to let me go firft to feel 
their Pulfes. , 

I roox Dunkirk in my Way to Havre 
de Grace, where I faw M. de Louvigni 
the Intendant, to whom I fpoke con- 
cerning the Bill of Exchange I had 
drawn upon him for Five hundred 
Crowns, which he promifed me to pay 
as foon as it was prefented to him. 
Upon this I. went through Roaz to fee 
M. le Ggedre, to whom I deliver’d the 
Site Wid from the Sieur Oxvarin, de- 
firing him to fettle every thing to the 
Satisfaction of that Merchant, * who 
had done me this Service with fo good 
a Grace. I told him that for this end 
he had nothing to do but to apply to 
M. de Louvigni, who would pay him 
all the Moncy due according as it had 
been agreed on by us. 

From Roan I went to Paris, where 
my firft Care was to wait on the Car- 
dina] de Fanjon, to know what the Court 
thought of our Adventure, and of the 
Lofs of two of the King’s Ships. The 
good old Cardinal, who was but jut 
return’d from Verfailles, fhouted for 
Joy when he firft fc his Eyes on me, 
ran to embrace me, and declar’d how 
glad he was to fee me come to Life 

again, 
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again, and deliver’d from my Prifon 1689, 

in England, ala 
I Kwew by the Reception he gave 

me, that the Court was not diffatisty’d 

with us; however, I put the proper 

Queftions to him. < Coufin, /aid be, 

you may go without fear of any 

thing; M. de Seignelay receiv’d your 

Letter, and wenz this very Morning 

to read it to the King. The Court 

is very well pleas’d both with you 

and M. Bart: The Sacrifice you | 

made of your Pexfons, andthe Danger 

you expos’d your {elves ~sqjahoemeha_ 

Prefervation of the Fleeta havi 

charm’d both the King and the whole 

Court. You have no need of me. 

Go with Courage to the Minifter of 

the Marine, and depend upon a hearty 

Reception. 

TRANSPORTED at this News, T and by Me 

waited on MM, de Seignelay ; I was fearce de Seigne-4 

enter’d the Hull, bur the Valet de“™ 

Chambre, who food at the Door of 

his Clofet to tell his Mafter the Names 

of all Comers, ran in a Hurry to 

acquaint him that I was there. Hat 

art turn’d Fool? {aid the Minifter to him, 

the Chevalier de Forbin is a Prifoner in 

England, and not in my Antichamber. 

The Valet affured his Mafter that he 

knew me very well, and perfifted that 

T was the Man. : 


a a a a a 


TH 
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Tut Minifter, willing to be fatisfy’d 
with his own Eyes, came out of his 
Clofet, and feeing me actually ftanding 
before him, From whence came you? 
faid he; I told him I was come from 
England: But bow the Devil came you 
away? reply’d the Minifter; Through 
the Window, my Lord, {aid I, at which 
he fell a laughing. 

Ten he was Gefirous to knew the 
Circumftances of our Efcape, of which 
I gave him a particu! ar Account, and 
perceivj S that ‘the “Narrative pleas’d 





Tatily ace that he was highly facisfy’d 


And by the, 


King. 


with say Conduét, I defir’d him to let 
me have wherewithal to take my Re- 
venge. At thefe Words te Jook’d upon 
me again with a Smile, and rifing up, 
without making me any Anfwer, 
carry’d me dircétly to the King, who 
wanted to be inform’d of our whole 
Adventure. 
I wap fearce made an End of fpeak- 
ing, when the Minilter addreffing him- 
felf to his Majetty, faid, Sire, the 
very firft Words of the Chevalier, were a 
Requeft to me to enable bim to take his 
Revenge. What does be mean by Revenge ? 
faid the King to me. Sire, faid I, 
what I mean by it is this, that as your 
Majefty’s Ships are fuperior to the Enemy’ s, 
and much better built, if I bad bad the 
Advantage to command a Fifty-Gun Ship, 
I 
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I fhould have infallibly taken the Two 1689. 
Englith Ships which made us Prifoners. ~~ 
‘This Saying was very pleafing to M. de 
Seignelay, and could fcarce have made 

my Court to him in a Manner more 
agreeable. 

Next Day I put myfelf in his Way who ad 
as he return’d from the King; being Se cane 
in his Chair, he order’d his Men to fet tain of a ° 
him down, and frid tome, MM. le Che- ShP 
valier, the King .bas made you Captain of 
a Ship, and gives Suu Four hundred Crowns 


as a Gratifirsti Lowindemnity your 

Loffes. Being charm’d ithmaynond 
eae: : 

News, I thank’d him for his rots<tion, 


which I acknowledg’d the Favour I 
had receiv’d was owing to: And then 
Ireprefented to him, that asno Notice 

"was taken of the Sieur Yobn Bart, it 
look’d as if the Court had forgot him, 

" but that however he deferv'd to be re. 
member’d ; that he was my Com- 
mander, and that on the late Occafion 
he had merited as much as I. M. de 
Seignelay litten’d to me attentively 5 
but after having drawn up his Glaffes, 
Went on without making me any An- 
iwer. 

ArreR this laft Favour granted me 
by the King, I was not willing to defer 
my Acknowledgments, and in order 
to be introduc’d to his Majefty, I 
waited on M, de Luxembourg, the Cap- 

Vou. I °N tain 
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1689. tain of the Guards then upon Duty. 
bey ~When I had acquainted him of the 
Reafon why I wantéd to fpeak with 
his Majefty, he made a very obliging 
Offer to accompany me. I reprefented 
to him, as we went along, that the 
Court had forgot to gratity M.-Bart, 
a Soldier of Fortune indeed, put a Man 
of diftinguifh’d Valour, and who ought 
not to pafs unrewarded. Tadded, that 
if he wou’d pleafe to hgnour him with 
his Proteétion, and fecond my Motion, 
I _wou’q-take the L+herey to mention 
ale, ing. The Marthal, 
* charm&. with’ my Generofity, embrac’ d 
me, and with a Complaifance in his 
very Looks, faid to me: ie steed only 
Speak one Word in Bart's Favour 5 Pil 
do the reft, never fear. 
Tue King was going abroad that very 
Morning to Mafs. I thank’d him for his 
Favours, and he made Anfwer in thefe 
Words, You need only continue to Jerve 
me, Til take Care of you. Y anfwer’d, 
TneCount's Witha profound Reverence, [beg Leave, 
Recommen: Sire, to acquaint your Majefty, that you 
Bart to the fem to have forgot the Sicur Bart, a Man 
King. of Merit, that deferves to be rewarded, 
and who, in this laft Aftion, ferv’d your 
Majefty with as much Zeal and Valour 
as I did. Sire, added M. de Luxem- 
burg, what the Chevalier fays, is true, 
Bart is a Man of good Reputation. 
The 
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The King ftop’d, and turning towards 1689. 
M. de Louvois, who was by him, Tbe , 
Chevalier de Forbin, fays he, has done 
a Thing that’s truly gencrous, of which 
my Court fearce affords an Example. 

Nex Day I waited on M. de Seig- 
nelay;~xho, 2s foon as he fet Eyes on 
me, ran tt embrace me, faying, Ob! 
Sir, you have cavry’d your Point 5 The 
King bas order’d me to treat M. Bart 
and you aliger. What you did yeferday 
gave me a yenfite Pleafure. ’Twas even 
4 braver and PI sy a 
when you exposd your Tawa a te 
Jervation of the Flect. Then While he wispecoms 
Was in that good Humour, I pray’d orn 
him to remember my Lieutenant, whom tenant, 
I had left a Prifoner at Plymouth. I 
added, that he was a brave Man, that 
he had ferved his Majefty well, and 
that he ought not to be paffed by. 
You are a generous Soul, faid the Mi- 
nifter to me, you forget nobody, 

Wuite I was thus making Intereft 
for my Friends, I found generous Peo- 
ple that did the like for me, and thought 
me worthy of their Regard. Madame Madam 
Rouillet, the Lady whofe Coral J Rouiticr's 
fold at Batavia, had been told of my Ad- S™22%F 
venture. As foon as fhe heard I wag Count. 
at Paris, the came to fee me, and of- 
fered me Two hundred Piftoles, asa 
Prefent, which the wou’d force me to 

N2 take. 
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1680. take. I know, faid fhe, that you are 

aw jut come out of a Prifon, and that you 
have been ftript of all, even to the very 
Cloaths upon your Back 5 I befeech you 
take this Sum, You gain’d Two thoufand’ 
Crowns for me by my Coral, which I did 
not dream of ; what I offer you_by Fay of 
Acknowledgment for the Service you have 
done me, is not too much. I was fo 
charm’d with this Lady’s Generofity, 
that, without offering to-touch her Mo- 
ney, which I had noOccifion for, I 
heartily thapl’2sbe-7r204 begg’d her 
arn ter hes Eitoers affuring 
her thé I fhou’d for ever remember 
the Kindnefs fhe did me the Honour 
to fhew to me. 

PheConnt’s Aru my Afiairs at Paris being fertled 
par ture - 
to his Pot to my Heart’s Content, I fet out for 
at By, Bret, to ferve there, under my Brother, 
Seigne'oy’s in Quality of Second Captain ; and M. 
Advice at de Scignelay arriv’d there not long after 
ae to command the Forces. I had the 

" Satisfaction to find that he propos’d 
me to the Officers as a Pattern, and 
publickly applauded the Generofity of 
my Interceffion in favour of Bart, whom 
the Court had forgot. He defired them 
all to follow my Stepsas Occafion ferv’d, 
and exhorted the Officers to fupprefs 
that mean Spirit of Envy, which pre- 
vailed fo much in the Navy, and which 

put 
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Put them continually upon doing one 16895, 
“}another ill Offices. , 

Iw a few Days after M. de Seignelay’s 
Arrival, the Fleet of the Engle and 
Dutch appeared off of Breft ; but they 
foon difappeared upon the Arrival of 
thesSquadron which M. de Tourville 
brought fom Provence. With this Re- 
inforcement the King’s Eleet put to Sea, 
and caft Anchor before Belle [fle, wait- 
ing there fomg Time for the Enemy ; 

~ bue the: la ee Nie appearing, it was 
agreed to tUmviet . 
retir’d to Breft, and un ; 
Louis and Rechefort. 8 

Wuen I arrived at Bre, I found 
the Lieutenant whom I left at Plymouth 
for M. de Seignelay, at my Requeft, made 
no Delay to releafe him; which.I took 
as a great Obligation. Being defirous 
to know what paffed there after I came 
away, I went to him for that Pur- 
pote. 

He told me, that afterhe had drawn A Name 
the Sheets into the Window, by which tive of what 
we let ourfelves down, he went to Bed, Pane; ms 
where he lay very quiet till next Day, when they 
when he es sctsid by the Concnt: the “Coune 
who afking him where we were, he ¥sefcap'é 
anfwered him very coldly that we were 
in the other Room; whereupon the , 
Englifoman going into it, and feeing 
nobody there, he cried out, They are 

N 3 not. 
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1686. not bere, they have certainly made their 
gryns Efcape. 

; ae tbis, continued the Lieutenant, 
I pretended to be furprizd, and complain’ d 
of your ill Treatment of me, and of your 
Cruelty in not making me a Sharer of your 
good Fortune. They afk’d me_bezral 
Queftions about you, particulggty whether 
I did not know which Way you were gone. 
The treacherous Knaves, faid I, told me 
not a Word of their Defon, All I know 
is, that Bart, as he fiitai ona new Pair 
of Shoes two Da». gzattoer’ d upon them 

reecriep on bis Feet, and faid 
they whe fpecial Shoes for a March. 
The Lieutenant added, that the Gover- 
nour was fo nettled with the Letter I 
left for him, that he immediately fent 
Horfemen in Queit of us. 

Wuen I beard bim fay this, conti- 
nued the Lieutenant, J cou’d not belp 
laughing in my Sleeve at the Simplicity of 
thofe credulous Gentlemen, to believe what 
L told ’em, and to put themfelves to the 
Expence of purfuing you by Land, while 
jou were at Sea. When the Lieutenant 
had ended his Narrative, I again em- 
braced him, and, for his Part,he thought 

‘ he cou’d not fufficiently exprefs his 
Acknowledgments to me, for the Care 
I had taken, fo foon to procure his 
Return. 
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As foon as I had un-rigg’d at Bref, 1689; 
“as I faid juft now, I hated to be idle, 3 
and therefore refolved to go a cruifing. He goes: 
I went on Board a Pink named, Tbe Mar- ei 
feillian, a very good Sailor, and took 
for my Officers the Sieurs de Beancaire 
amrdhBelle-I/fe, with whom I went a 
cruifing tothe Mouth of the Channel. 

I Hap been {carce two Days at Sea, HisFngsge: 
when I met with an Englio Merchant 2,0 
Ship, which | refolved to make Prize Merchane : 
of. The Yea fwell’d, the Night came“ - 
on, and the. was very foul. 
Neverthelefs, Loy nae 
the Waves were fo boiiterous.that it 
was not poffible for us to fix our 
Grappling Irons. We fought a long 
Time, during which the Enemy fuffer’d 
very much, and loft their Main Top- 

Matt. 

Tue Night prov’d fo dark that we 
cou’d hardly fee her ; however I wou'd 
not quit her, Irefolved to keep clofe to 
her till Day-Light, hoping that then 
the Weather would be calmer, and it 
would be eafy for me to board her. 

We were in this Situation for fome 
Hours, when I received a Difcharge of 
Hail Shot, in my Face, from a Mutf- 
ket, which, in a Moment, cover’d me . 
all over with Blood ; whereupon, turn- 
ing about to Belle-J/le, who was then. 
upon Watch, Keep this Ship, faid 1, as 
Noa I have 


Ny 
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1686. I have done to this Hour, I only go to 
warn have my Wounds dref?d, and will return 
after a little Refrefbment. 

I Know not how that Officer ma- 
naged it, but the Ship difappear’d ;_ 
whether fhe went to the Bottom, which 
was not unlikely, becaufe fhe was-ery 
much damag’d, or whether Belle- Ile 
fuffered her to make her Eféape, which 
‘was yet more probable ; however it was, 
I fevercly reprimanded pry, Lieutenant, 

who made the beft Ekeule he cou’d, 
by affuring me 4id not know 





Taxes enc “T'wof-Days after this, I took a Ship 

geen, Mit Jaden with Sugar, which was bound from 

ee Bajton, a Port which the Englifh have 

in Canada. The Storm, and the Con- 

tinuance of foul Weather, obliged me 

to put into a Port of Ireland nam’d 

Waterford, where I re§tted and took 

in fome Refrefhments. As foon as the 

Weather was calmer, I return’d a 

cruifing, and fent my Prize to Bref. 

Flis Danger The ftormy Weather to which I was 

Chance ‘till expos’d for three Weeks, oblig’d 

me to lie by, fo that I was drove by 

: the Tide into Brijfol Channel, where, 

i being Windbound, I often found myfelf 

but Twelve Hours fail from being 

aground upon the Coatts of England, 

and but fix from the fame Fate on the 
Coafts of Ireland. 

Ir 
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Ir was fo dreadful a Sea, that, for 1689, 
--thofe three Weeks, I did not let the CYNE 


‘Pot boil; my Crew was quite tir’d 
out, above halfof my Men were down- 
right fick, and the reft not extraordi- 
nary well, 

“Ware the Sea was thus raging, 
one Morning about Ten o° Clock, 
Word was brought me, that the Land 
was feen to moves I went upon Deck 
to fee whatywas the Matter, and ob- 
ferv’d, thar, this pretended Land was 


nothing elf bue a great Number of 
Whirlwinds (Geahee ahi vd the — 
Water into the Air, At it ¥ary fame 
Moment my Ship received fuch a Shock 
from the Sea, as fplit the Main Sail, 
broke the Long-boat which was upon 
the Deck in Pieces, fili’d the Ship with 
Water, and turn’d her Keel upwards, 
as Vefiéls lie when they are careen’d. 
The fick Men, who were between the 
Decks, were drown’d ; the affrighted 
Crew lamented, and made Vows to all 
the Saints in Paradife. Seeing them in 
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this Diforder, Courage, my Lads, faid tle orders 
I, all thefe Vows are goods bus St. Pump, 22 Iroc. 


ticn of St. 


St. Pump is the Saint you muft all ad- Punp. 


arefs to; make no Doubt but he'll fave 
you. 

Wituovur Lofs of Time, I order’d 
the Sieur de Beaucaire to go to the Prow, 
if he cou’d, and put up a Mificn Sail, to 

N« 


5 fee 
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fee if the Ship, which was upon her 


Side, would recover. This Officer, 7 


whofe Valour was not fhock’d by the 
Difficulty of the Attempt, did fo accord- 
ingly, and, being followed by fome of 
the Seamen, a Miffen Sail was hoifted, 
and the Ship turned up in the Manrct 
I wifhed. Then I caus’d theDeck to 
be tore up with Crows,upon which, fome 
of the Water ran off, the sft fell into 
the Hold, and the Ship deing fet a 
little to rights, becangte secover her 
true Motion. : 


ee Large” any Provifions left ; 


He runs bis 
Ship afhere 
at Dunca- 
‘non, 


for the#3aic Water had fpoil’d all we 
had. We went before the Wind; I 
caus’d the Bodies of thofe who had 
been drown’d between the Decks to be 
thrown overboard, and the reft of the 
Crew being unfit for farther Service, 
T refolv’d, while it was yet Day, to run 
my Veffel upon the Coaft of Ireland, to 
theend, that, happen what wou’d, the 
Crew might not be made Prifoners. 
For we were not at War with Ireland, 
and the King’s Declaration extended 
only to England and Scotland. 

A smart Glimmering of Light 
from a Ray of the Sun, made me dif- 
cover the Mountains of Danguemont, 
by which I found that we were not 
above four Leagues from the Port of 
Duncanon, We follow’d the any 

an 


N 
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and after having found the Entrance 1689. 
- of the Port, we ran athore there a little warn 
» before Night. M. du Gueftre Munier, 

and M. Dyua the Commanders of two 

of the King’s Frigates in Waterford 

River, when they heard who we were, 

“fant their Long-boat to carry us afhore, 

and “with, this Affiftance I made the 

Ship fecure. 

As foom as I was landed, my firft 
Care was te make Hofpitals for my fick 
Men. Out of-I'wo hundred and thirty 
Men that i tock with me from Breft, 

I had no more than Seventy-five left, 

all the reft having dy‘2:cf$Labour,~ ~ 

Fear, or Sickneis. Being not able to 

continue cruifing with fuch a Handful 

of Men, I fcrap’d an Acquaintance with 

theMerchants of theCoun try, who loaded 

my Ship with Hides, Tallow, and Wool, 

by which Cargo I got Twelve choufand 

Livres. 

In my Return to Bret I took ano- Takes a 
ther Prize trom the Flufhingers, which Ree ale 
Icarry’d in with me. When the People bref. 
faw me come into the Harbour, they 
look’d upon me as a Man rifen from 
the Dead. For, as the Time I had been 
out, was too long for the Provifions E 
took with me, and as the Storm had caft 
away a vait Number of Ships, I was 
reckon’d in the Number of thofe that 


were loft, 
N 6° THE 
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“4690. Tus next Year, that is to fay, in 

Nw\r~y 1690, I was nominated to go to Roche>- 
fort to command one of the King’s Ships, 
call’d la Fidele. ¥ carry’d my Ship to. 
Bre, which was the Place of Rendez- 
vous for the Squadron that was to be 
commanded by the Marfhal de Tourviller 
The Fleet had been for fome Days in 
the Channel, when we met shat of the 
Enemy off of the Ifle of Wigwt to which 
ours was fuperior by far 5 for the two 
Englifh and Dutch Squi adrons join’d to- 
gether made but Fifty-eight Ships of 
the Line of Battle, whereas we had 


“Fourfcoys 
Wight M. & Tourville gave the Signal to 
feween the range the Fleet in Order of Battle. The 
reed at Enemy attack’d us: An obftinate Fight 
‘Fleets ac enfued, in which a great many Men 
pea” were kilPd, and, though the Englifb. 
feem’d not to have fo great a Share 
in the Action as the Dutch, it may be 
faid, that, for above three Hours that 
it continued, the T'wo Fleets fhew’d a 
great deal of Valour, and fignaliz’d 
themfelves by Exploits worthy of being 
recorded in Hiftory; and I wou’d gladly 
mention them, but I ought to remem-. 
ber that I am only writing Memoirs, 
and not a Narrative of all the remark-. 
able Paffages that have happen’d in 
the feveral Adtions I have been engag’d 

in. 


if 
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Bur, to fay fomething of it in a 
few Words, the Enemy had the Wort 
-on’t, and their Fleet was incomparably 
‘more damag’d than ours. There were 
few of their Ships but what were mi- 
ferably thatter’d ; a great Number of 
“em had fcarce any Matts or Sails left, 
in fhort, their Fleet wou’d have been 
utterly ruin’d if they had not wifely 
had Recourse to the only Expedient 
that could bing them off. 

Wuen they faw they were ruin’d, 
they lay upon their Anchors fome 
Diftance from us without day Sail, and 
rang’d in Order of Battle. '7i¢ Know- 
ledge I had of the Channel gave me 
to underftand that they were at Anchor, 
and I foon faw what made them put 
themfelves in that Pofture. I told it 
to my Officers, and, as I was appointed 
Repeater of the Signals, I hada Mind 
to make a Signal for our Fleet to drop 
their Anchors. For we cou’d not 
fruftrate what they were doing, but by 
cafting Anchor ourfelves, in order to 
hinder our Fleet from driving with thé 
Tide fo far from the Enemy, as to. 
have it out of our Power to improve 
the Advantage we had over them. 

Tue Sieurs de Moiffe and Choifeuil 
(that Choifeuil who had been a Slave 
at Algier, and whofe Adventure I men- 
tion’d when I fpoke of the fecond: 

Bombard- 
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Bombardment of that Town) both my 
Lieutenants, made me alter my Refo>- 
lution, and reprefented to me, that it 
was not convenient for me to correct 
the General. Therefore we did not 
drop our Anchors. Our Fleet was 
drove with the Tide as the Enemy 
forefaw ; and therefore taking the Ad- 
vantage of the Diftance we were car- 
ry’d from them, they efcsp’d in the 
Night-time, without lofing more than * 
one fingle Ship, which having no An- 
chor, was drove upon us/* and taken. 
We purfued tfiéir Fleet for fome time, 
but with little Succefs ; for they 
were too far off, and were for moft 
part got into the Ports of England and 
Holland, before we cou’d come up with 
them. ‘I'wo of the Engli/o Ships ran 
aground on their own Coafts, which 
we oblig’d to burn one another, butall 
the reft got fafe into the Downs. 

For my own Part, I purfu’da Dutch 
Vice-Admiral’s Ship, which had three 
Decks, but had loft her Mainmaft. I 
Jet him run afhore before a little Har- 
bour in the Channel, and haften’d to 
carry Advice of it to M. de Tourville. 
He order’d me to find out the Mar- 
quis de Villete, the Lieutenant-General, 
and to take a Firefhip along with me 
out of the Rear of the main Batallia, 
and go and fet the Duschman on fire. 

M. de 
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Mg de Villete order’d M. de Riberet to 1690. 
- follow me, and we both came in ~wAY 
-Sight of the ftranded Ship; but Ribe- 
wet, what private Orders he might have 
Iknow not, return’d, and carry’d the 
Firethip back with him. Neverthelefs, 
4 purfu’d my Point. I made a Signal 
to the Firefhip to come and join me 5 
but as I wasnot the fenior Officer, he 
wou’d not obey me. 
Tue Chevalier de Si. Olere, Lieute- 
nant of a Ship, who commanded the 
Sloop which M. de Villete had given me 
for this Execution, went before me, 
founding the Bottom, to knew exaétly 
what Quantity of Water I had need of 
to approach the ftranded Ship, which 
fir’d feveral Volleys of Cannon and 
fmall Shot ; upon which I made a Sig- 
nal for the Sloop to return, that fhe 
might get out of Harm’s way. Being 
not able to do any Execution without 
the Firefhip, I return’d to join the 
Fleet, which went to caft Anchor in 
the Road of Chef de Bris before Havre 
de Grace. Ina few Days after this, 
M. de Relingue was detach’d to cruife 
Northwards. I was in that Squadron, 
but the Continuance of bad Weather 
quickly oblig’d us to return to Dun- 
kirk, where the Squadron was laid up. 
Mucs about the fame Time we re- The Death 
ceiv’d the melancholy News of the (Ay S& 
Death 
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1690. Death of the Marquis de Seignelay ; 
which was a confiderable Lofs to the 
Bis Charz- Navy, in which he had made great. 
Improvement, and wou’d, no doubt 
have brought it to a farther Degree of. 
Perfection, if he had not been cut off in 
the midft of his Career. As for my own 
Part, his Death was a confiderable Lofs 
to me: For this Minifter had always 
honour’d me with his Protection, and 
Thad as great Reafon to be fond of 
him, as J had to complain of his Suc- 
ceffor. In the mean time, to confine 
myfelf to M. de Seignelay, I will ven- 
ture to afftrm, that as he had an inde- 
fatigable Father to form him, and as 
he was himfelf a Perfon of confummate 
Abilities, France has had few Minifters 
fo active, fo laborious, and fo vigilant 
as he was ; and whatever Part of his 
Time he beftow’d upon his Pleafures, 
"it was without Prejudice to his Duties, 
which he always kept in his Eye, and 
never poftpon’d. 

Besipes a thoufand excellent Qua- 
lities, which gain’d him the Efteem of 
all that had the Pleafure of his Ac- 
quaintance; if we confider him as a 
Minifter, he was full of Zeal for the 
Service of his Sovereign, jealous of the 
Nation’s Honour, whofe Glory he 
had extremely at Heart, and a fincere 
Friend to Merit, which he never fuf 

fer’d. 
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fertd to languifh in Obfcurity, when- 1690. 
-* ever he found itout. I am perfuaded \a~ur 
the Reader will forgive me this thort 
Digreffion, and not take it amifs that 
} have deviated for a Moment from 
y Narration to exprefs my Gratitude. 
M. de Pontchartrain, Cemptroller- His sue 
General of the Finances, was appoint- “lr. 
ed to fucceed M. de Seignelay. This 
new Minifler made no Alteration in the 
Navy. Not long after this, the Court 
order’d three new Ships to, be built ; 
one of which call’d the Pearl, was to 
be under my Command. 
~  Wuen the Seafon came on for equip- The Dun. 
Ping the Fleet, Orders arriv’d at Dun- lrkers sa 
kirk for the fitting out of eight great 
Ships, and_I was appointed to go a- 
board the Pearl. ‘he Armament was 
finifh’d, and the Squadron was ina Rea- 
dinefs for Sailing, but could never get 
out of the Port, becaufe the Enemy 
being inform’d of this Armament,, be- 
fides the fitting up of feveral Privateers, 
came with forty Ships and block’d up 
the Road. 7 
Tue little Profpect there was of our. 
putting to Sea this Campaign, put me 
upon drawing up a new “Scheme for an 
Armament on the King’s Account. I 
communicated my Views to Barts and ay, Count’s 
after we had maturely examin’d them, Prejcct for 
he agreed, that they cow’d not but be 436" At 
of 
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169y. Of very great Benefit, and confented 
wy with all his Heart, that the whole 

fhou’d be fent to Court in his Name. ; 

I THEREFORE wrote to the Mini/ 

fter, and acquainted him, that th 

Ships ficted out for this Campaign be* 
ing render" unferviceable by the Ene- 
my’s Fleet, which ftop’d up the Road ; 
for it was impoffible that fuch large 
Ships as ours, which cou’d not ftir out 
butin the Day-time, and were oblig’d 
to make their Way thro’ narrow Paf- 
fages, fhou’d venture to quit the Har- 
bour without evident Danger of being 
taken. I acquainted him, I fay, that 
Things being in this Situation, I thought 
it convenient, rather than to leave the 
Enemy entire Matters of the Sea, that 
the Court fhou’d confent to arm a 
Squadron of little Ships, to be com- 
manded by myfelf and other Captains 
that I nam’d; that with the firft fair 
Wind, we fhou’d make our Way out 
between the Enemy’s Ships, without 
any Difficulty, or running any Rifque ; 
and, that when we were out at Sea, 

we fhou’d fail Northward to interrupt , 
their Trade, which they carry’d on 
now with too little Difturbance. ° 

Tue Minifter lik’d the Proje at 
the very firft Sight of it, and we began 
to work upon the Armament, which 
was already far advanc’d, when Bart. 
receiv’d 
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receiv’d avery difobliging Letterfrom 16 On. 
Court, wherein M. de Pontchartrain re- LANs 
Proach’d him for having abfurdly en- How twas 
pag’d the King in an Expence which Com. 
wou'd anfwer no End ; that the Scheme 

which he had fent up, was utterly im- 
‘practicable 5 and that he had impos’d 

upon the Court, or elfe they wou’d ne- 

ver have confented toa chimerical Un- 
dertaking fo ill digefted. He added a 
thoufand other difagreeable things, and 
concluded with a ftri& Charge to him 

not to go on. 

Tuts Mortification of M. Bart was 
owing to the Envy of fome ill-difpos’d 
Officers, who being piqu’d at the Per- 

: miffion he had obtain’d, and the Ad- 
vantages that wou’d accrue to him 
from it, if it had taken Place, wrote 
what they pleas’d to Court ; and the 
Minifter, who was not yet very well 
acquainted with the Affairs of the Na- 
vy, giving Credit to their falfe Sug- 
geftions, wrote this Letter in the firft 
Tranfports of his Anger. 

BART, as intrepid a Man as he was, 
was fo intimidated, that he came to 
me, and addreffing me with a Confter- 
nation in his Countenance, faid to me 
in the beft French he cou’d exprefs him- 
felf in, Vous tire caufe decay i.e. You 
are the Caufe of this. M. Bart (faid I) 
You don’t yet know what good Luck you 

may 
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1691. may meet with. Are not you fenfible as 

war well as I, that our Projett is feafible ? 

and that we fhall execute it in fpite of all 

that envy us, if the Court will but give 

into it ? ‘ 

IF you'll bave but Patience, Pil gi 

for you to the Minifter ; Pll tell him, 

that when you propos'd this Armament, 

you thought the Execution of it not only 

poffible, but very eafy; that you believ'’d 

it wou'd be advantageous to the King, and 

prejudicial to bis Enemies , that they who 

bad becn pleas’d, either by Word of Mouth 

or Writing, to fuggeft that you propos'd 

a Chimera, are either ignorant, or ill- 

difpos'd People. I will add, that ail 

Jou defire is only that they will repofe a 
Conjidence in you, and that you will un- 

dertake to anjwer for all the Confequences. 

that may attend the geiting out of the 

Road. Iam perfuaded, that upon the 

Receipt of this Letter, the Minifter will 

be of another Opinion, and that we fball 

have Orders to go on. The Event an- 

fwer’d my Expectation. M. de Pont- 

chartrain was undeceiv’d, and wrote to 

Bart in a very obliging Manner, com- 

manding him to proceed. 

TheCou's “Eur Armament was in a manner 

eee compleated, when a Misfortune hap- 

pac ®t pen’d to me which retarded our Depar- 

: ture for feveral Days. I had fummon’d 

a Burgher who ow’d me five hundred 

Livres, 
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Livres, before the Bailiff of Dunkirk, 1601. 
’ After a great many Delays which I was WAY 
fore’d to bear with, he was at length ae 
crder’d to pay me in a Week’s time. 
During this, I happen’d to meet him 
in the Street, where he had the Igpu- the Abuse 
dence to infult me with very ill Lan- e-recelvid 
guage. It wasnot in my Nature to be rhe street, 
too paffive, and being provok’d at the fem the 
many abufive Words he gave me, I 
ftruck him with my Cane, ‘which only 
made him more furious; fo that lift- 
ing up his Voice in the Hearing of all 
that pafs’d by, he call’d me all the 
vile Names he cou’d think of. Some 
of the Officers of the Garifon, who 
were on the Spot, were fo incens’d at 
it, that they cou’d not forbear laying 
Hands on him, and they curry’d him Tbe Ded 
to fuch a Degree, that he was in a Mo- ‘Treatment 
ment all over bloody. In fhort, I was Of, 
afraid they wou’d have kill’d him, Garifon. 
which oblig’d me to ftep in between 
them, and to beg them to leave off. 
In the mean time, my Spark com- His Com- 
plain’d, and fent an Account of this paint of 
Adventure to M. de Lowvois, who in- Affi to 
form’d the King of it. His Majefty °*°™* 
having been impos’d on by a great ma- 
ny Falfhoods, there was an Order to 
apprehend me, and to ‘carry me to the 
Citadel of Calais, where I remain’d three TheCount’s 
Weeks ; during which I receiv’d al) Phe 
manner 
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manner of good Ufage from M. de 
P Aubaine, the Commander of it. i 

As foon asI was made a Prifoner, I 
prepar’d to juftify myfelf to the Courr. 
J wrote to the Minifter, and to Bontem.. 
The,latter cfpous’d my Caufe with 
much Vigour, thet he obtain’d my Li- 
berty, on Condition neverthelefs, that 
I thow’d go to Duxkirk along with the : 
Commander of the Marines, and afk 
the Burgher’s Pardon. 

THERE was no avoiding it. The 
Order was literally executed, and the 
Burgher receiv’d me with intolerable 
Arrogance, giving me to underftand very 
plainly, that E never fhou’d have one 
Sotis of my five hundred Livres, 
‘Thus,-for a few Strokes with my Cane, 
was I imprifor’d, forc’d to make my 
Submillion, and loft my Money, which 
the Rafcal kept from me, and 
which I never cared to afk him for 
again, for fear left I fhon’d fall intoa 
Paffion like the firft, and bring myfelf 
into greater ‘Trouble. 

THis unhappy Affair being over, 
and the Armament finifh’d, we fail’d 
in the Night-time. We pafs’d with- 
out Interruption between the Enemy’s 
Ships, and made fuch Speed, that 
by Day-break we were got out of their 
Sight. In the Evening, we perceiv’d 
four Sail coming our Way. Bart faid 

at 
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at firft, they were four of the Enemy’s 16 ‘Ole 
Ships that’ were detach’d from the Wate) 
Blockade in Purfuit of us; but for my 
own Part, I was of a different Opinion. 
T obferv’d to him, that as we made a 
great deal of Sail laft Night with light 
- Ships frefh careen’d, infomuch, that 
by Day-break we were out of Sight of 
the Enemy, orany Purfuer; and as we 


had held on the fame Courfe all 


Day, 


it was not poffible that we cou’d be 
overtaken in the Evening by Ships chat 


were not near fo light as ours. 


Tue Ship I commanded being the 
beft Sailor in the Squadron, it was a- 


greed that I fhou’d fpeak with 


them. 


I came up with them in the Night, put 
out a Lanthorn for a Signal, and fir'd 
a Gun. I came within the Hearing of 


him who feem’d to be the Comm 


ander. 


We talk’d together 5 I found *twas an 


LuglifoMan of War with threeMer 


chant- 


Ships under her Convoy, and gave out 


to them, that I was Exgli/h too. 


The 


Captain fent to tell me, that they were 
bound to Mujovy ; and I call’d out 
to him, that I was come from Flufbing. ve taxes 


He believ’d what I faid to be tr 
kept near him all Night, and at 


an Englifh ~ 
ue 5 I san of 

War, 2n 
break three Mer. 


of Day I hoifted the white Flag, board- crane Ships 
ed him, and after a flight Battle, 


took him. The Ship carry’d 


forty- 


four Guns, and mine but thirty-two, 


The 


288 
1691. 


an nal 


Deftroys 
the Dutch 
Herring 
Fleet. 


Memorrs of the 


The Englifh loft forty Men in this En- 
gagement, and I but fix. The other 
three Ships were made Prizes without 
any Difficulty, and almoft without 
ftriking a Stroke. 

BART’s Inftructions from Court 
were to burn all the Prizes he took. 
But the Intendant of Dunkirk having 
an Eye to his own Intereft, had quali- 
fy’d thofe Orders with refpeét to him, 
by giving him to underftand, that tho’ 
twas the Court’s Intention that all 
Prizes fhou’d be burnt, yet confider- 
able Prizes ought to be favd. 

In purfuance of this Explanation, he 
had fet a Commiffioner over him, with 
Orders to deliver Prizes of a certain. 
Value to him, and to place them to 
his Account. As the four Ships we had 
now taken, were worth above three 
Millions, after having clear’d them, we 
fent them under Convoy of a Frigate 
belonging to the Squadron, to the Port 
of Berghen in Norway, fubjeét to- the 
King of Denmark, with whom we were 
at Peace. 

Two Days after this, we met the 
Fleet of Herring Buffes, under Con- 
voy of a Duich Man of War. We 
made no Scruple to attack them ; I car- 
ry’d off the Man of War, and all the 
reft were made Prizes. After we had 
taken the Crews on board, we burnt . 

tne 
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the Ships which were but of little Va- 16 9%. 
lue ; and foon after, we fet the Pri- U~jAY 
foners afhore upon the Coaft of Eng- 
land, 
’ A Frew Days after this, as we were 
upon the Coatt of Scotland, 1 propos’d 
to Bart tomake a Detcent, and to burn 
fome Villages that we faw 3 among 
which was a very fine Palace. I had 
the better Opinion of this Expedition, 
becaufe probably it wou’d make a Noife 
in the Country, and give a Reputation 
to the Squadron. Bart approv’d of 
my Propofil, and lett the Manage- 
ment of it wholly to me. 
ArreR having landed, I caus’d Makes a 
twenty five Men to be potted ina proper stvenn 
lace for covering the Long Boats and 
Ship Boats, and for favouring our Re- 
treat in cafe I fhou’d be repuls’a by 
the Enemy. I afterwards advanc’d 
within Land, at the Head of all my 
’ Men, and began my Attack. Villages 
were burnt and plunder’d, and alfo the 
Palace, for which I was very forry ; Plunders 
becaufe I found by the Ornaments which t85.Seat of 
were tuken out of the Chapel, that the Catholic 
Seat belong’d toa Roman Catholick.  >Y Miftakes. 
Upon the Noife of this Expedition, 
the Scots, who were affembled in the 
Neighbourhood, haftily form’d a finall 
Body of Horfe, and another of Foot, 
who were but poorly difciplin’d ; how- 
Vou, 1 ; Oo ever, 
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1691. ever, Tretir’d in good Order as foon 
here as I heard of it. Their Horfe at- . 
tempted to purfue us, and was advan- 
cing towards the Marines, but the Of-- 
ficer I had pofted to cover them, made 
a Difcharge upon them, and oblig’d 
them to retire. I loft but one Man in the 
Expedition, whoindeed ow’d his Death 
tohis Avarice ; for having loaded himfelf 
with more Plunder than he cou’d well 
carry, he lagg’d behind fo, that he 
was overtaken by the ‘Horfe, and 
kill’d, 
Takes and = BEFoRE we left this Coaft, we took 
gue dhene feveral other Fifhing Smacks, and burnt 
Fiery. them, One Morning I fpy’d a Dutch 
Ship, and went from my Company to 
give her Chafe. Bad Weather over- 
took me, and carry’d me fo far from 
the Squadron, that I never faw itagain 
till Icame to the Place of Rendezvous, 
_where I arriv’d juft as my Stock of Pro- 
vifion was fpent, having burnt four 
Englifh Ships in my Voyage. 
His Prizes, T'HE Squadron having got the Start 
Darerince Of me for feveral Days, when I came 
the Indo- to land, I found Things in the pooreft 
ie, Plight that cou’d be. M. Bart, with- 
: out any manner of Thought, was con- 
tinually rioting ina Tavern. ‘The Go- 
vernor, who only took him for a Pri-. 
vateer, had fo little Regard for him, 
that he took the Prizes from him 
which 





“Count De Forsrn. 
which we had taken in the Beginning 
6f the Campaign ; fo that they were 
deliver’d up to the Danes, without the 
Teaft Oppofition to it by Bari. 

Berne provok’d at Bart’s Indo- 
lence, I told him very fharply how 
unworthy it. was to put up with fuch 
fcandalous Treatment ; and going di- 
rectly to the Governor, who underftood 
French, and fpoke it very well, Sir, 
faid I, very fmartly, What Right, and 
what Authority bad you to feize the Prizes 
taken by the King’s Ships ? The Gover- 
nor faid, in his Excufe, that he did 
not know thofe Ships belong’d to the 
King of France; and that he thought 
they were but Privateers :. That, how- 
ever, it was not he that feiz’d them, 
and that I muft apply to the Inten- 
dant. 

Upon this Anfwer, I went to the 
Intendant, who, after having heard 
me very cooly, referr’d me back to 
the Governor. I faw plainly what 
they meant by all their Management ; 

‘and returning to Bart, Since they make 
their own Game with us, faid I, *tis our 
Bufinefs to do ourfelves Fuftice. Imme- 
diately we mann’d out our Long Boats 
and Ship Boats, boarded the Prizes, and 
turn’d out the Danes that were put in 
Poffeflion of *em. 


O2z Tus 
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_ Tuts being a pretty bold Stroke, I 
wrote about it immediately to M. de | 
Pruneviaux, the King’s Ambaffador at 
the Court of his Dani/h Majefty, whom 
A was very glad to prepoffeis with a true 
Stare of the Matter, to the End, that 
ifany Complaints were made, he might 
return for Anfwer, That we had only 
committed this Violence upon the Dazes, 
becaufe they had refus’d to do us Juftice 
when we demanded it. 

As foon as we had recover’d our 
Ships, we look’d into every one of 
’em and foon perceiv’d that they had 
lighten’d *em very much by their Plun- 
der: Upon which I faid to Bart, that 
before we took off the Seals, I was of 
Opinion we fhou’d fend for all the 
Clerks and the Commiffioners, that 
they might take an Account of the State 
of the Prizes, and an Inventory of what 
they contain’d. 

Turs Counfel being follow’d, we 
found that half of their Effects had 
been carry’d off ; there being few or 
none of the Bales but what had been 
open’d. In the Examination that was 
made into this Affair, che Commiffioner 


Perfons ar- being found guilty, was arrefted and 


eedeng Put in Irons, and the Captain of the 
thofe Ships. Frigate that convoy’d the Ships, was 


alfo put under Arreft upon Sufpicion. 
In 


Chant De Forzrn. 

In the mean time we had fcarce any 
Provifions left. We expected fome 
every Day from France, when we were 
informed, that a Ship which was bring- 
ing usea Supply from Bref,. was taken 
by the Privateers of Flufbing. In this 
fad Plight, having not near Money 
enough to victual the Squadron, Bart 
had a Mind to write to Brance, to de- 
fire that a fecond Ship might be fent 
with Provifions. 

WHAT you propofe, faid I, is utterly 
impratticable: Confider that the Seafon is 
already far advan’d, and that before 
the Provifions can be ready to come away, 
the Frofts will fet in and hinder ‘the Ships 
from coming out of Port. We have no» 
thing to do but to make the beft Shift we 
can, and to fee what Provifions we can 
raife here. Bart own’d that I was in 
the right. We fold one of the Prizes 
we had taken, and with the ready Mo- 
ney, employ’d all the Ovens in baking 
Bifcuit, the Brewers in brewing Beer ; 
while both Baker and Brewer, taking 
Advantage of our Neceffiry, made us 
pay double Prices for every thing we 
had. 

M. de Pruneviaux, who had receiv’d 


my Letters, did not expect any Com-. 


plaints of us. He prepoffefs’d the 
Court, and complain’d himfelf to his 
Danifb Majetty of the Treatment we had 

0 3 receiv’d 
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recei¥’d in his Ports. This Prince fent 
thundering Letters to the Governor, 
who not being able to hide his Cha- 
grin, came to me with Tears in his 
Eyes, to defire me to excufe him ta 
his Mafter, otherwife, /aid be, lam 
undone without any Remedy. Sir, 
faid I, *Fis not in my Power to unfay 
what Ihave writ againft you, the rather, 
becaufe you know very well, that I have 
writ nothing but the Truth ; and all that 
I can do to ferve you, is to write in your 
Favour, on Condition that you will be- 
bave better for the future. 

Tue haughty Air in which IJ talk’d 
both to the Intendant and the Gover- 
nor, the Reprimand which the latter 
had receiv’d upon my Account, avery 
fplendid Equipage, and efpecially a 
blue Suit which I wore, embroider’d 
with Gold, very rich, and of a curious 
Fancy ; all thefe things together, gave 
the Inhabitants of Berghen a Notion, 
that I muft needs be the natural Son 
of the King of France. Thofe honeft 
Clodpates, who feldom fee any Officers 
that are profufe in their Expences, 
were fo pofitive it muft be fo, that it 
wou’d have been a hard Tafk to have 
beat it out of their Noddles. 

. I cert them in their Miftake, be- 
caufe I had done nothing to lead them 
into it 5 and becaufe it ferv’d to give 

me 


Count Dz For atne 295% 


me a Reputation and Credit. Bart, 169T¢ 
who minded nothing but his Diverfion, —V~J 
envy’d me neither one nor the other. 

Every thing was left to me, and Ihad 

the Care of all the Bufinefs of the Squa- 

dron, without his giving himfelf the 

leaft Trouble about it. 

Write our Provifions were carry- poof the 
ing aboard, two of our Officers being Breach OF 
one Night at the Tavern, committed a iy tie” 
thoufand Diforders there. They made } 
fuch a Noife, that the City Watch feiz’d bance at & 
and carry’d them to the Watch-houfe ; 7°" 
upon which one of the Sparks, by way 
of Scorn, let down his Breeches, and 
fhew’d them his bare Buttocks. The 
Townfmen, nettled at this, fell upon One of 
him, ty’d his Hands behind him, and t's wate 
after difarming him of his Sword, laid foran Ine* 
him on with their Staves, fo that they Wick. 
almoft kill’d him. 

Berne inform’d of this Adventure, 
jut after it happen’d, I-faid to Bart, 
that it was his Bufinefs to reclaim thofe 
Officers, and to demand them of the 
Burgomafter ; for the Governor had 
nothing to do with that Guard. Bart 
wou’d not ftir one Foot about it, and 
upon his Refufal, I refolv’d to go my 
felf. I put on my blue Suit, which 
made them take the more Notice of me, 
and I went to the Watch-houfe, at- 
tended with a couple of lufty Footmen. 

O AT 
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Ar my Appearance, the Burghers 
were all drawn up in a Line under 


*TheCoun’s Arms.  fpoke to them with a grand 


stAppear. 
aande to re- 


glaimthem. 


Air, and threaten’d they fhou’d all be 
hang’d for prefuming to lay their 
Hands upon the King’s Officer ; they 
made the beft Excufe they cou’d; I 
caus’d the Swords to be reftor’d, and 
having order’d the Officer to be un- 
ty’d, who was very much afham’d of 
the Plight I found him in, for his 
Breeches were ftill down, I carry’d . 
him with me to the Burgomafter, and 
demanded Juftice of him for what had 
pafs’d. 

Tus Magiftrate, who was a Man of 
very good Senfe, made me Anfwer, that 
he was very forry he had not Authority 
enough over the Burghers, to give me 
the Satisfaction I defir’d ; but that he 
defir’d me to confider the Officers were 
in Fault for being abroad fo late at 
Night, contrary to the Cuftom of the 
Country ; that the Watch, which was 
only eftablifh’d to maintain good Or- 
der, wou’d have been guilty of a Neg- 
lect of their Duty, if they had not ap- 
prehended ’em, when they found them 
making a Noifé in the Tavern ; and that 
if they were ill us’d, it was not till af- 
ter they had infulted the Watch in a 
very outrageous manner. He added, 
that for his own Part, he was very much 

mortify’d 
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mortify’d at what had happen’d ; but 
that, as there was no Remedy for the 
Evil, he beg’d me to lay no Part of 
it to his Charge. 

I acquizsc’p in his Reafons, which 
I thought were very good ; and in rea- 
lity, was not very forry that thofe two 
noify Fellows cou’d not obtain Satis- 
faction, becaufe they had richly de- 
ferv’d the Treatment they had met 
with. 

Havinc ftor’d all our Provifions, 
the Crews went on aboard again, and 
we fail’d with our Prizes. Some Days 
after our Departure, I {aw a Privateer 
of Flufbing, which I was refolv’d to 
give Chafe to, but I was overtaken 
with a Fog, and foon after with bad 
Weather, which feparated me from 
the Squadroh, The contrary Winds 
kept us fo long at Sea, that we were 
under a Neceffity either of ftarving 
with Hunger, or of felling ourfelves to 
the Enemy, my Crew being reduce 


for a Week together to the Allowance’ 


of two Ounces of Bread per Day ; and 
at laft, having fuffer’d a great deal, I 
arriv’d at Dunkirk, where, to compleat 
my Misfortune, I found an Order from 
the King, commanding me to repair to 
‘Court, togivean Account of my Conduét. 
BART, who was arriv’d there a few 
Days before, had receiv’d the fame Or- 
: O5 der, 
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der, and only waited for my Coming;, 


New that we might confult together how to 


ac. This Difguft which the Court 
feem’d to have conceiv’d, was owing, 
to the ill Offices done us by the Inten- 
dant Patoulet ; for we difcover’d, that 
the Commiffioner, who was planted 
upon us only to favour the Intendant 
with an Opportunity of appropriating 
Part of the Prizes, had writ to him 
againft us, and complain’d that Bart,, 
who did nothing without my Advice, 
had put him in Irons, for fear he fhou’d 
be Witnefs of all our Robberies. Up- 
an thefe Informations, the Intendant 
himfelf made his Complaint to the Mi- 
nifter, and aggravated every Circum- 
ftance thar the Commiffioner had re-- 
ported to him. 

We agreed, that, without fhewing: 
the leaft Refentment, I fhou’d fer out 
Poft for the Court. That Bart thou’d 
follow me by fhort Journeys, and that 
when we were both come to Paris, he 
fhou’d fee no body before he fpoke 
with me. This being determined, I fet 
out the very Day after my Arrival at 
Dunkirk, and went to wait upon M.. de 
Pontchartrain, to whom I fo fully 
juttify’d our Behaviour that the Mi- 
nifter, who had been prejudiced. againft 
us, fubmitted tp the Truth, and de-- 

: clar’d,, 
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clar’d, that he was fatisfy’d with every 16 Oe: 
Step we had taken. 1 AR 

BART arriv’d not many Days after, ~ 
and was receiv’d much better than he 
deferv’d; for tho’ he had little or no 
fhare in what had been done; yet to 
reward him for his Service this Cam- 
paign, he had a Thoufand Crowns 
given him, and all, forfooth! becaufe 
he had the Title of a Commander ; 
whereas I, who bore all the Burden, had 
no manner of Confideration for it ;. 
which mortify’d me not a little. 

As Bart was a Man of very great PheCownt* 
Reputation, the whole Court was de- Carats 
firous to fee him, and I was the Man. . 
that introduc’d him into all Company, - 
upon which the merry Wags us’d to 
fay ina Banter; Lets, go and fee the 
Chevalier de Forbin, who leads the Bear 
about with him: And, to fpeak the 
Truth, they were not altogether in 
the wrong. For Bart was a Man of 
a very mean Genius, and cou’d nei- 
ther Read nor Write, tho’ he had. 
learn’d to make his Name. He was 
a Native of Dunkirk, and at firft but 
a poor Fithermin, but having fig- 
naliz’d himfelf by his Actions, tho’ 
he had no Patron, nor no Support 
but his own Merit, he advanc’d him- 
felf from one Step to another in the 
Sea-Service till he came ro be Com- 

O06 modore.. 
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modore. He was Tall, Robuft, and 


; well made, but of a clownith Air, 


fpoke little and bad, tho” his Language 
was very proper for a bold Aétion 3. 
but-was abfolutely incapable of any 
Project that had any Compafs of 
Thought in it. 

As I laid ic very much to Heart 
that I had no Recompence at the End 
of a Campaign, during which I had 
certainly done good Service ; I was very 
defirous that M. de Pontchartrain fhou’d 
be inform’d of the Part I bore, beth 
in the Projeét and in the Execution of 
it. I defir’d Bart to acquaint him of 
it. I reckon’d he wou’d do me this 
Service with the more Willingnefs, be- 
caufe I had done the like for him after 
we efcap’d from our Prifon at Ply- 
mouth ; but whether it was from Bru- 
tifhnefs or Timoroufnefs, he never 
open’d his Lips in my Favour. 

THis Step, which provok’d me more 
than all the reft, made me think of ta- 
King Meafures to prevent my returning 
any more to Dunkirk: For I was refolv’d 
to ferve no longer under a Man to do 
all the Offices, to draw up all the 
Writings, and make all the Signals 
and Plans, while he ran away with all 
the Profic. I declar’d my Sentiments 
upon this Head to my Friends of the 
Navy Office, and bege’d them to 

order 
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order it fo, that I might be remov'd 169%, 
to the Station at Bret, which was ~wrwg 
granted. 

Att the Time that I ftay’d at 
Court, I went regularly every Day to 
the Apartments of the Dauphin, whom 
the King had fettled at Verfailles, where 
Monjeigneur allow’d very great Gaming. 
I made one at the Table, which I us’d 
to frequent in the Afternoons, and 
won above Two thoufand Lewid’ors Theorem 
there to my great SatisfaCtion at firft, 804 backs 
tho’ I had reafon to repent of it very ing Tablets 
foon; for the King, who had an exact 
Account of every that pafs’d at this 
Gaming-Table, ask’d Bontems why he 
fuffer’d me to play fo high. There 
wanted nothing more to fubject me to 
a fevere Reprimand ; for the Affection 
which Bontems entertain’d tor me, and 
the Services he had dane me, gave him 
Authority to fay what he pleas’d to 
me, and he talk’d fo tharply to me piov'd fol 
in the Prefence of M. de Fourville and Playing»: 
the Chevalier de Bethomas, who were both "" 
my intimate Friends, that I promis’d 
him I wou’d never play fo high for 
the future. I kept my Word; and 
that I might not be tempted to break 
it, I went to Paris, where I play’d 
now and then, but was not fo lucky 
there as I had been at Verfailles. 
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I wenr a little before the End of 
the Winter to Breff, where I was a 
fecond time appointed Commander of 
the Pearl. A little before the Squa- 
dron fail’d from thence, I and the Sieur 
de Tvry, another Captain of a Ship, 
were detach’d to St. Malo, to convoy 
feveral Merchant Veffeéls which the 
King had order’d to La Hogue, to 
take Troops on Board there for the 
Service of King ames, who intended 
to go over to England. 

However, it was as yet a very 
great Secret, and all the Speculations 
upon it were but meer Conjectures, 
which were like enough to be falfe, 
the Court having not declar’d what 
they intended. We had carry’d our 
Convoy to the Place appointed, and 
were making the fame Courfe back 
again, when we were obliged to An- 
chor before Havre de Grace, that a 
Man of War, which had been built 
there, might come out with the more 
Safety. This is an incommodious 
Harbour in one refpeét, becaufe, for 
want of a fufficient Depth of Water, 
they can’t put out largesShips to Sea. 
till they have taken out all their Can- 
non. As we lay before Havre, I re- 
ceiv’d a Letter from M. de Louvigne’ 
about Day-break, with thefe Words: 
Forty-five of the Enemy’s Ships are at 

Anchor 
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Anchor along the Coajft, about five 
Leagues from you: Save yourfelf if pof- 
jible. Upon this Meflage, of which I 
gave Advice to my Brother Captain, 
FT fail’d immediately, and got away 
without being purfued by the Enemy, 
who faw me, but let me go off very 
peaceably. 

As I was continuing my Courfe to 
Bret, I met a fmall Lrench Ship 
which affur’d me the came out of that 
Harbour with the Royal Squadron, 
under the Command of the Marfhal 
de Tourville. The Pilot of this little 
Veffel acquainting me what Courfe 
they had iteer’d, I fhap’d mine the 
fame Way, and actually came up with 
the Fleet that very Evening. I made 
no delay to acquaint the General of 
the Intelligence I had receiv’d from 
the Intendant of Havre de Grace, “and 
I went with my Ship into the Centre 
of the Fleet, where I found my Sta- 
tion was mark’d. 

Tue Views of the Court, and the 
Projet for a Landing in England, 
were no longer a Secret, and King 
Fames was actually gone to Le Hogue 
with a Defign to embark at the Head 
of above Twenty thoufand Men, as 
foon as he heard of the Succefs of a 
Battle which M. de Tourville had Or- 
ders to give the Engl, and, if the 

Cafe 
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1692. Cafe requir’d, even to hazard it, which 
wey~wy indeed was neceflary in order to fecure 

the Defcent, which nothing cou’d hin- 
der but the Enemy’s Fleet. 

’T 1s not to be doubted, but if the 
Enemy had had the worft on’t, which 
probably wou’d have happen’d if their 
Fleet had been hinder’d from joyning, 
this Projet of a Defcent, which was 
dafh’d to Pieces by the Shock that our 
Navy receiv’d, wou’d have given the 
Englifo a great deal of Uneafinefs 
and Exercife. But the contrary 
Winds, which reign’d for three Weeks, 
and hinder’d us from advancing, 
gave the Enemy Time to join their 
Forces, fo that inftead of Forty-five 
Ships, as they were computed to be, 
they made the Number of Ninety-fix 
after they were joyn’d. 

THe Winds becoming more favour- 
able, the King’s Fleet return’d into 
the Channel. I was detach’d for the 
Look-out. I met the Enemy’s Fleet _ 
off of Havre de Grace, where ‘they 
gave me all the Leifure that cou’d be 
to view them. I fir'd my Cannon, 
and, according to my Orders, made the 
Signals to fpecify the Number of their 
Ships. Notwithftanding their Superio- 
rity, the Marfhal, who, as I have 
already faid, had Orders to attack at 
all Events, gave the Signal for al 

Al 
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I fell into my Poft, which was the 
third Ship im the Line of Battle near 
the Admiral. 

Tue Enemy expeéted us in good 
Order, and fulfer’d us to approach as 
near as we pleas’d. The Fight was 
begun with a great deal of Vigour, 
and even with fome Advantage on our 
fide: But the Wind, which in the be- 
ginning of the Aétion was favourable 
to the King’s Ships, turn’d about on 
a fudden in favour of the Enemy. In 
order to improve this Advantage, their 
Van wheel’d round our Navy, which 
by that means was between two Fires, 
Since they were far fuperior in Num- 
ber (for we had but Forty-four Ships 
in all) no doubt but our Fleet had 
been utterly ruin’d, if they had done 
as they ought; but their Slownefs in 
attacking, made them lofe the Oppor- 
tunity. 

Tue Tide, the Night, and a Fog 
coming on, oblig’d M. de Tourville 
to caft Anchor. The Enemy fuffer’d 
their Ships that had wheel’d round 
our Fleet, to be drove with the Cur- 
rents, and, by favour of the Fog, 
pafs’d between our Lines, from whence 
they went and join’d the main Body 
of their Fleet, which occafion’d a new. 
Battle, more bloody than the former. 
My Ship was fhot thro’ with a Can- 

non- 
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8692. non Ball. I was boarded by a Fire- 

weve Ship, ° from which I got rid at laft, 
but not wichout much Difficulty 5 for I 
loft a great many Men, and was my- 
felf grievoufly wounded in the Knee. 

Tuis Cannonading, with which I 
had been fo incommoded, lafted till 
Eleven o’Clock at Night. Notwith- 
ftanding my Wound, which was very 
painful, I refitted all Night, that I 
might be in a Condition to fight next 
Day. For it was plain that we muft 
come to another Engagement. Tho’ 
I wanted above a Third of my Créw, 
who were the beft Sailors in the Navy, 
I was ftill in a Condition to make my 
Defence. At Day-break M. de Tour- 
ville made the Signals to put our felves 
in a Pofture for Sailing. I attend- 
ed him, but the whole Fleet was fo 
difpers’d, that the General had but fix 
Ships with him, all the reft being hid 
by a thick Foe. 

DuringG this, Major General 
Raimondis, who was in the Admiral’s 
Ship, where he was dangeroufly wound- 
edin the Knee, wanted to {peak with 
me, and afk’d if the Chevalier de For- 
bin was not in Sight. I went on board 
the General’s Ship, where I found my 
Friend in a pitiful State; he commu 
nicated fome domeftic Affairs to me, 
for his Life was in Danger, and defir’d 

me 
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me to go on board M. de Anfreville’s 16 9 de 
Ship, in order to fetch a Surgeon of W\ed 
whom he had a very good Opinion. 
While I was doing this the Fog dif- 
pers’d, the whole Fleet join’d. again, 
and the Enemy, who follow’d us, 
drew up before us in Order of Battle. 

Tue contrary Tide having oblig’d 
the King’s Fleet to caft Anchor, the 
Enemy’s was forc’d to do the like. 
As the frequent Vifits I was oblig’d 
to make to Raimondis had taken 
up fome Time, my Ship not being 
able to recover her Poft, happen’d to 
be the neareft to the Enemy; for 
a Dutch Vice-Admiral’s Ship was 
moor’d within Cannon Shot behind 
me. Thus we pafs’d all the Day 
without Action. 

In the Evening there appear’d a 
Fleet of Forty Sail, which were Mer- 
chant Ships going to. Havre de Grace 
under Convoy of one of the King’s 
Ships. The Exglifh, who fpy’d them 
as well as we, thought ’twas the Fleet 
which the Count d’Eftrees was bring- 
ing from Provence to join ours ; which 
was the Reafon that they put them- 
felves again in Order of Battle, expect- 
ing another Attack; but when Day 
broke, we faw they were about feven 
Leagues off. 


Ir 
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1692. Ir we had in our Turn, taken Ad- 
wN~ vantage of the Opportunity which of- 
fer’d, as it were, of itfelf, this falfe 
Step of the Enemy would have given 
the King’s Fleer all the Time neceflary 
to get away. But we did not improve 
it, and, for what Reafon I cou’d never 
comprehend, the General refolv’d to 
go and caft Anchor at the Entrance of ' 
Ras Blanchari, inttead of fheering quite 
off, tho’ he was not in a Condition to 
ftrike a Stroke. . 

‘Av daft, an unforefeen Accident 
fpoil’d all. The Admiral’s and feveral 
other Ships flipp’d their Anchors, fo 
that the Tide drove them upon the 
Enemy. M. de Tourville, who faw all 
was loft, being unwilling to hazard the 
whole Fleet, which was ready to follow, 
and wou’d infallibly have been either 
taken or funk, took down his General’s 
Flag, and M. de Panetier the Commo- 
dore gave the Signal for rallying, which 
fav’d the reft of the Fleet. 

THosx that follow’d the Fortune 
of the General run themfelves afhore 
at la Hogue, where Fourteen of our beft 
Men of War were unhappily burnt. I 
fav’d mine, tho’ Piercedjthro’ and thro’, 
and following the reft of the Fleet, 
which was in no better a Condition, 
we went into the Road of St, Mal, 
where, after having refitted, and put 

frefh 
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frefh Men aboard, I put to Sea again 
with four other Ships, two of which 
fail’d for the Mediterranean. For my 
own Part, I and the Sieurs Defagues 
and @’Fvri had Orders to cruife in the 
Mouth of the Channel. 

We had been fome Days at Sea, 
when we perceiv’d a Duich F leet coming 
from Portugal, under Convoy of Two 
Ships, carrying each Fifty-two Guns. 
We attack’d it, I boarded the Com- 
mander and took him, while Defogues 
and a’ Ivri took the other. Befides the 
Commander, I alfo took three Pinks, 
laden with Salt. I put all the Sailors 
I had taken into one of thefe Three 
Ships, which I fenc away, and carry’d 

“the Two Men of War and the Two 
Pinks to Bre. 

Havine receiv’d Advice at this 
Port, that there were fome Hufbing 
Privateers at Sea, the Martha! @ Eftrees, 
who commanded in‘ the Place, order’d 
me to put out to Sea again, and to 
cruife about Bell-I/le. I did fo, but 
feeing no Prey, Ireturn’d, after a fhort 
Stay, to Bref, where, who fhou’d I 
find a Prifoner, but the Oftender, Bart's 
Kinfman, that help’d us to efcape from 
Plymouth. He had been taken by M. 
‘Franc Captain of a Ship, a8 he was 
fteering a Bark, of which certain Mer- 
chants were Owners. I found, thar, 

upon 
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:. 4692. upon my Account, he was at firft treated 
eu with all Manner of Civility ; but the 
“ePheCoune’s Intendant, to whom he was deliver’d 
; food Office up, had not that Regard for him, but 
foner who Committed him to Prifon. The poor 
had help’d' Man had done me fo much Service at 
ly toefeape Plymouth, that I cou’d not but ule all 
fom Py my Intereft to ferve him. I waited on 
‘ M. @’ Eftrees, and begg’d him to com- 
mit the Prifoner to my Care, adding, 
that I wou’d be anfwerable for him. 
The Marfhal, having a Mind to oblige 
me, remov’d him trom Gaol to my 
Cuftody. 

As foon as the honeft Man faw me, 
he fell about my Neck, and embrac’d 
me‘ With Tears of Joy. I carry’d him 
aboard, and gave himegood Chear 5 
And I wrote the fame Day to M. de 
Pontchartrain to petition him for the 
Liberty of a Man to whom IJ was oblig’d 

“He obtains for mine. That Minifter was fo good 
his Liberty. as to grant me even more than I afk’ds 
for he not only reftor’d my Pilot to his 
Liberty, but gave him Leave to re- 

deem his Veffel for a Trifle ; but he 

did not lay hold of this laft Favour, 
becaufe, he faid, neither the Ship nor 

Cargo were his, and that he did not 

know whether the Owners were willing 

to redeem them. As foon as he had 

his Liberty, and was going away, I 

made him a Prefent of Ten Lewid’ors, 

befides 
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befides the Four Hundred Crowns, 1694. 
which I had taken Care to pay to his UN. 
Wite, after I came from Plymouth. 

Tue Wound which I had receiv’d The Count 
in my Knee at the laft Battle, was not Late toes 
yet cur’d, for the Salr-water hinder’d fones to 
it from healing 5 and as the Campaign private Aft 
was alfo atan End, I defir’d Leave to !#* 
lay up my Ship, and to retire for a 
while ; which having obtain’d, I fet 
out for Provence, whither I return’d 
with the pleafing Expeétation, not only 
of feeing my Family again, but of 
fettling fome little Domeitic Affairs, 
which cou’d not be done without my 
being on the Spot. At the Opening ..,, 
of he Caster, T return’d to Brefe ben’ ae 
and ‘went on board the Pearl. The 
King’s Fleet, confifting of feventy-five 
Men of War under the Command of 
the Marfhal de 7% ourville, fail’d for the 
Straits of Gibraltar, where the Count 
@ Eftrees, with Twenty other Ships 
from Provence, was to join us.. We 
anchor’d in the Road of Lagos, on the 
Coaft of Portugal. 1 was commanded Is fent out 
to go out. for Intelligence, and to ex- for Intelli- 
amine ftriétly what appear’d, fo that if &*° 
I perceiv’d a great Number of Ships, 

‘I thou’d make it my BufinefS to find 
out whether they were Merchant Men, 
or Ships of Force belonging to the 
Enemy, 

THREE 
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3693. Tree other Captains were de- 

wna tach’d with me upon the fame Errand. 
We all fet Sail, and in a few Days 
fpy’d a Fleet confifting of above One 
hundred and fifty Sail of Merchant 
Ships, belonging to the Enemy. Be- 
ing well affur’d that we were not 
mittaken, we made hafte to join our 
Fleet, in order to make a Report to 
the Admiral of what we had difcover’d, 
affuring him they were only Merchant 
Men, and not Ships of Force. Upon 
this News he tackled out, and failing 
before the Wind ; for what Reafon I 
know not; he was got above ten 
Leagues ovt of the Way. 

Next Day our whole Squadron dif- 
cover’d the Fleet of Merchant Ships, 
which the General order’d to be chae’d, 
but the Enemy took the Advantage 
of the Wind which we loft the Night 
before by our Working, and made 
off, fo that we did them but very 

Mis Exeev- little Harm. However we took two 
tionat Sea. OF their Men of War of fixty Guns, 
and burnt thirty of their Merchant 

Ships, which were run afhore on the 

Coaft of Portugal. ¥ burnt three of 

7em myfelf, and took a fourth, which 

was all the Lofs they fuffer’d, and cer- 

tainly *twas happy for ’em that they 

*fcap’d fo well; becaufe, had it not 

been for the falfe Step I juft now men- 

tion’d, 
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tion’d, their whole Fleet cou’d hardly 16 94. 
have mifs’d being taken. ; 

Arrer this Expedition the Fleet 

pafs’d the Straits, and enter’d the Ade- 
diterranean, where we join’d the Count 
@’ Eftvees. But we parted a little after, 
when M. @’Ejtvees, with half of the 
Fleet, pafs’d the Straits, and came to 
un-rig at Bre, and M. de Tourville 
failed to 7) boulon, where he did the like. 
T had follow’d.M. de 7, ourville, but MY He goes te 
Wound in my Knee not being cur’d, ¢ 
the Phyficians advis’d me to 8 to the; 
Baths at Digne, ch were of fuch Ser~ 
vice to me, that I return’d, as it were, 
perfectly cur’d, 

I spent the Remainder of the Year Andto Tor: 
at Toulon, where, about the latter End &* 
of the Winter Seafon, I received Or- 
ders to go to Bayonne to command the 
Marines there.’ 

Tue Dake de Grammont, Governor Andto Bat 
of that Place, was exceeding com- dua. 
plaifant ; he would needs ha ve me lodge 
in the Town, and, after having told 
me, ina very oblisi Manner, that 
he wou’d not ‘have me dine any where 
but at his Houfe, he appointed me a 
Place at his Table, which was a Seat 
on his Left Hand, 

Wuen I had my Orders to go to 
Bayonne, Treceiv’d a private Inftruction, 
forbidding me, for I know not what 

Vou, f, Pp Resfoa, 
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Reafon, to obey the Duke. I kept 
this laft Injunétion very fecret, but 
fome Time after my Arrival, upon a 
Rumour that the Enemy intended to 
make a Defcent at St. Fean de Luz, 
finding that Twenty-five or Thirty 
Officers that I had under me, to mufter 
and command the Seamen upon the 
Coaft, wou’d not have been able to 
have difchare’d their Duty, if there 
was a Mifunderftanding betwixt the 
Governor and me, I went to him in 
his Study, and producing my Order 
from Court, which, as Things then 
ftood, was direétly contrary to his 
Majefty’s Service, we agreed to behave 
for the prefent, as the Court wou’d 
have directed, if it had forefeen the 
then State of our Affairs. 

Havine come to this Determina- 
tion, I put myfelf and all my Officers 
of the Marine, under the Duke’s Or- 
ders. M. de Grammont, full of Zeal 
for his Sovereign, embrac’d me ten- 
derly, and made me his Lieutenant- 
General upon the Coaft, where we 
quickly rais’d a good Number of Sea- 
men, and of the Militia, and erected 
a great many Batteries, which were to 
be commanded by the Officers that I 
had under me. But all thefe Prepara- 
tions were needlefs, for, after we had 
long waited for the Enemy, nobody 

: appear’d, 


‘Count De Forsin. ars. 


appear’d, and all the Reports of a 1694s. 
Landing being difpers’d, we had no Wynd 
more Bufinefs for all thofe People, and 

turn’d them off. 

Mean Time, I thought fit to in- 
form the Court of the Step I had taken, 
in communicating the Orders I had re- 
ceiv’d trom thence to the Duke. 

I was afraid that my Condu& wou’d 
not be approv’d ; for the Minifters 
love to be obey’d literally, therefore I 
made the worft of our Situation, and 
reprefented of how great Importance 
it was to his Majefty’s Service, that I 
fhou’d deviate from my Inftru@ions. 

: The Court approv’d of my Condué; 
but I was told, that what I had done 
was feafonable for this Time only. 

‘THe next Campaign, that is to fay 6 
in the Year 1695, I return’d to Toulon, 1995+ 

‘ where I was appointed Commander of heed 
a Battery of 25 Guns, which was an toToulon, a 
Employment that I was forc’d to be 
content with, there being not a better 
in that Port for Officers. For the Ene- 
my’s Squadron, which was gone into 
the Mediterranean, being in a Condi- 
tion to hinder the Coming out of any 
Ships, the King did not fit out one 
Veffel. 

Nor long after my Arrival, I loft the peath 
my Eldeft Brother, “who was Captain oi tle Bre 
of a Ship. His Death was a fenfible ““- 

Pa Affliction 
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Affliction to me, for we always lov’d 
one another tenderly ; but as great a 
Lofs as it was, it was a Duty to be as 
eafy as poffible under it, .as well as under 
fo many other Incidents with which Life 
ds chequer’d. 

Upon certain Advice that the Ene- 
my’s Fleet was retir’d, I had a Com- 
nuffion to command a Ship called The 
Marquis. M. Pallas, Captain of a Ship, 
was affociated with me, and we were 
order’d to proteét Trade, and to give 
chace to the Flu/ingers, who had for 
fome Time paft ruin’d it. We had 
Orders firft to convoy a Fleet of Mer- 
chant Ships into the Levant. As I was 
going of, I took on board the Bailiff 
of St. Vian, accompany’d with a Dozcn 
Knights, that wanted to go to Malta. 
Pallas, to whom they apply’d firtt, 
refus’d, out of meer Caprice, to take 
them in. When we came to Malta, I 
put them afhore, and caus’d fome Can- 
non to be fir’d to do them Honour. 
Pallas, vex’d that I had taken thofe 
Gentlemen on board, after he had re- 
jected them, complained to me of it 
fadly ; but was foon pacify’d, when 
he faw that I was going to give him 
a Share of the Refrefhments which the 
Bailiff fent me in Acknowledgment of 
the Service which I had done him. 


From 
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From Malta we carry’d our Mer- 16 948 
chant Men to the Entrance of the 4- NN 
chipelago. When we came near Ceriga, 
we faw a Sail which feem’d to make 
towards us.. As fhe was full before 
the Wind, Pallas and I were both of 
Opinion that we thowd immediately 
make a Feint as if we fled 5 that when 
Night came, we wou'd endeavour to 
find the Ship out, and that the firté 
that  difcover’d jt fhou’d let of a 
Cannon, and light up a Fire for a 
Signal, 

I was more fortunate than my Com- Hislingages 
panion; I found the Ship, and made the At witia 


. Beat Ditch 
Signal we had agreed upon. As I was Ship hen! 


80iIng to fpeak with her, fhe fd upon "74 
me. Pallas, who came at my Signal, 
was alfo approaching to fpeak with 
her; bue the return’d no other Anfwer 
than a Broadfide of Cannon, and a 
Difcharge of fmall Arms, to which he 
made the like Return, During this, 
as I was going a little nearer, I re- 
ceiv’d the fame Treatment as Pallas, 
and return’d the fame Anfwer. Thus 
we battled it for Iwo Hours without 
knowing with whom. *Twas a very 
large Ship, carry’d a great Number of 
Guns, and made a very great Fire with 
{mall Arms; from all ibis, wecon 
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all Night: the was a bad Sailor; and 
as I was drawing clofer to her, becaufe 
it was a very dark Night, and I was 
always afraid left fhe fhou’d efcape, 
fhe fir’d upon me, and I anfwer’d with 
my whole Broad-fide, which made her 
quiet till Morning. 

Wuen the Firing was over, the 
Time was {pent on both Sides in refit- 
ing. As foon as the Day appear’d, 
we perceiv’d that we had been engag’d 
with a great Ship which had Three 
Decks, and carry’d Dutch Colours; 
upon which I faid to Pallas, Sir, F 
know the Dutch; if we {pend our Time 
in Cannonading, we may fight till to 
Morrow, and be never the nearer. The 
only thing we can do, is to board ber. 
As you are the chief Commander °tis 
your Right to begin; but if you won't, 
Iwill. Pallas faid, that the Sea was 
too tumultuous, that it wou’d be too 
dangerous to board, and that if we 
only continued our Cannonading, the 
Ship, which was already very much 
damag’d, wou’d not hold out much 
longer. I fubmitted to his Opinion, 
tho’ I did not think it the beft. The 
Fight was renew’d, and lafted above 
two Hours, but the Victory ftill re- 
main’d doubtful. 

Wuize we thus loft Time in bat- 
tering one another, the Centinel upon 

the 


Cont DE ForBIN. 

the Watch fpy’d four Ships to the 
Leeward, making toward us, and two 
others te the Windward, which were 
alfo advancing at the Report of the 
Cannon. Upon this Pallas quitted 
the Engagement, and made a Signal 
to fpeak with me. 

I wap been too much batter’d to 
Jet my Prize go fo eafily. I had not 
only loft near fourfcore of my Men, 
but had like to have been kill’d my- 
felf by three Cannon Balls, the firft of 
which carry’d off my Breeches Pocket, 
Lining and all; the fecond, which 
pafs’d between my Legs, graz’d upon 
my Stocking, and the third carry’d 
away one of the Tyes of my Peruke. 
Being vex’d that I had run all thefe 
Rifks to no purpofe, I did not trouble 
myfelf much about the Signal, but 
order’d my Officers to prepare for 
boarding, faying, I wou’d fpeak with 
Pallas after the Ship was taken. 

IT immeptareEty bore down upon 
the Enemy and boarded him, but not 
without the Lofs of more Men; for 
the Ship held out ftoutly for fome 
Time, but, at laft, when fhe cou’d 
do no more, fhe furrender’'d. Pallas 
feeing that I had conquer’d her, came 
to me, and perceiving that the four 
Ships to the Leeward, which appear’d 
to be Men of War, were bearing 

P4 down 
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down upon us with fall fail, he was 
for burning this Prize for fear of be- 
ing taken ourfelves. 

My Prize being immediately clear’d, 
and finding, by the Captains Report, 
that her Cargo was worth above two 
Millions, I made anfwer to Pallas, 
that I was not of his Opinion: That 
before we proceeded to fuch an Ex. 
tremity, we ought, at leaft, to ftay 
tll we were attack’d: ‘That I wou'd 
be anfwerable for the Confequence ; 
and that, if there was a Neceflity, we 
cou’d but burn her at laft. I added 
that the King’s Ships wou’d run no 
Rifk; that they were good Sailors, 
and that we fhou’d have Time enough 
to make our Efcape, if the Cafe re- 
quir’d it. 

PALLAS, not pleas’d with my 
Anfwer, return’d, and ina Moment 
after, fent me one of his Officers with 
Orders to burn the Ship immediately, 
IT fent back the Officer, without fearce 
giving him a Hearing. Go, Sir, faid 
I, and tell M. Pallas that I difobey 
bim in this Inflance, becaufe I am fully 
perfuaded that *tis for the King’s Ser- 
vice, 

Dureine this Difpute, the Ships we 
had difcover’d ftill’ made up towards 
uss the two Ships which came at the 
Report of the Cannon, advane’d with- 
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in half a League to the Windward of 
us, hoifted a white Flag, and fir'd a 
Gun. Pallas fir’d a Gur likewife, by 
way of Anfwer, and hoifted the Flag 
of France, upon which the two Ships 
fteer’d off. I guefs’d by their working. 
that they were two {mall Turkifh Cor- 
fairs, or Privateers of Flufting. The 
four other Ships, which were to the 
Windward, when they faw the King’s 
Flag, after a Confultation,, continued. 
their Courfe. 

PALL AS, who fill perfifted in it 
that they were Englifh, for, to fpeale 
the Truth, they appear’d to be fuch 
by their Buile, fent me a final Order 
to burn the Prize. I laugh’d heartily 
at the Meffage, and addreffing my- 
felf to him that brovghe it; AZ. Pallas, 
faid I, danters bib you and me, but 
return on board, and tell him, that Men 
of War don’t fpend Time in Parleying 
when the Bufirel is to Fight. I own. 
that thofe Ships appear by their Built to 
be Englith Men of Wer, but by their 
Working, I am perfiaded that they are 
only Merchant Ships, that feck nothing 
but to make tbe ! 
and wsirich, infead of con Loeeards i's, 
will be very glad if we dit go ta at- 
tack them. In fine, tell M. Pall: 
our Prize being fhatterd to P 
without a Rudder, I cositd bave bin 

Ps . Sone 
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Ar laft Pallas, fubmitting to my 
Reafons, came to me, when we refit- 
ted the Ship the beft we cou’d, and 
tow’d her to the Ie of Cephalonia, 
where we left her: For it was not 
poffible for us to carry her to France 
in that Condition, that is to fay, 
without Mafts and a Rudder. T léft 
an Officer on board, with thirty Men, 
to take care of her. 

Turis Ship, tho’ fhe had three 
Decks, and tho’ fhe carry’d Sixty- 
eight Guns, and Two hundred and fixty 
Men, Soldiers and Sailors, was but a 
Merchant Man. She was come from 
Smyrna, with a Cargo which had coft 
Fifty-fix thoufand Pieces of Eight, 
not reckoniog the Contraband Goods 
which fhe had taken on board. She 


.was bound to Leghorn, and from 


thence to Amferdam. 
Amonc the Prifoners we took, was 
a young Woman, a Native of Geneva, 
about eighteen Years of Age, one of 
the prettieft Girls I had ever feen in 
my Life. She was fo terrify’d, that 
fhe hid herfelf, infomuch that it was 
fome time before we cou’d find her. 
‘When I faw her drown’d in Tears, 
her Beauty and her miferable Condi- 
tion touch’d me to the Quick. I did 
all 


Ceant De Foran. “ae 
all I cou’d to raife her Spirits, pro- 1694 
mis’d her that fhe fhou’d come to no Ways 
Harm, fent for her Hufband, and 
gave them a Room to themfelves. 
ImMeEpiaTeLy feveral Sailors came | 
and acquainted me, that this Woman 
had Pearls and precious Stones of an 
immenfe Value in her Head-drefs, 
which were committed to her Care by 
fome Jews that embark’d with her. 
They added, that I ought not to- 
neglect this Hint, that there was a 
vait Booty to be taken, and that they’ 
wonder’d I had not already given Or- 
ders for the feizing it. At thefe Words, 
I faid to them, with an angry Frown, 
Tf foe bas any rich Fewels in ber Head- 
refs, tis either her own good Fortunes. 
or the good Fortune of thofe who trufted a 
her with ’em. ds for my part, Pd Heproh 
have ye to know, Rafcals, that a Man Pianos 
of my Station can’t be guilty of fuch for- ag 
did Aftions as you have the Rafbnefs to Cepta 
propofe. When we arriv’d at Cepha- 
lonia, we put our Prifoners afhore, 
and the pretty Hugonot along with. 
them. 
Tue Country where we were, put 
me in mind of M. Conftance: I had. 
for a long Time forgot what he made 
me fuffer at Siam, and his Misfortunes 
had fo reconcil’d my Friendthip to- 
him, for I did not always hate him,. 
: that. 
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3695. that after his Death, for which I was 
ev~ truly forry, I was defirous of nothing 
o fo much, as to do a Pleafure to his 


° Family. 
Mie finds To inqurr’p about them, and was 
wera te told that he had a Brother left at the 


Monfiance, Village of Cuffede. YT went in queft 
ae wrt. of him the very Day after we arriv’d, 
° and after having paid him a Compli- 
ment, I told him that there were very 
confiderable Sums at Paris which M. 
Conftance had fent thither by Father 
Tachard, when he return’d with M. de 
Chaumont. 

I was very well inform’d of this 
Article: For I had it from M. Con- 
ance himfelf, when we were very good 
Friends; which is a plain Proof of 
what I have already advanc’d elfe- 
where, that this Minifter had no other 
View by fettling the French at Bancock, 
than to obtain the Proteétion of France, 
to which Kingdom he even propos’d 
to retire, if ever the Situation of his 

Affairs fhou’d oblige him to it. 
His Brother was perfuaded, by 
what I had faid to him, to go to 
France. took him aboard, and paid 
him all the Civilities imaginable. He 
went to Paris, and retir’d from thence 
“He is with very great Sums ; but, as if it 
eae had been deftin'’d that I thou’d never 
ae meet with any thing but Ingratitude 
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from that Family, he fet out for his 16954: 
éwn Country, not only without re- j 
turning me Thanks, but even without 
doing me the Honour of a Vifit. 

WE fail’d from Cephalonia to Malta, ve taits 
where twenty Merchant Ships ftay’d fomepha 
to. put themfelves under our Convoy. Mata. 

I there took on board my Ship the 
Bailiff de Ja Vicuville, and with him 
Twenty-fix Knights that wanted Paf- 

fage. “When we were within fifteen 
Leagues of Malta, two Privateers of 
Flujoing made up towards the Fleet, 

to which we gave Chace, and I took Takers, 
one of them. The Crews firip’d aly “Uree™. 
the Prifoners according to Cuftom; at 
which Time the Bailiff, a Man of un- 
common Goodnefs, in order to give an 
Example of Charity to all thofe youn; 
Knights in his Retinue, made a Col. 
Ie&tion, to which he gave a great deal 

out of his own Pocket, and with the 
Money cloath’d all thofe poor Prie 
foners. 

As we continued our Courfe off of 
the Cape of Apulia, I gave Chafe for 
a long Time toa Ship which I thought 
at firft was a Corfair; but when I 
came within a nearer View fhe ap- 
pear’d to be a Venetian that I had 
feen at Cephalonia. 1 imagin’d that 
fhe was freighted for the Exglifh, and 
therefore refolv’d to oblige her to take 

on 
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8695. 0n board the Flu/bing Prifoners, whom 

genr~ I had lately taken into my Ship, and 
which I found were a great Incum- 
brance to me; for they were above 
One hundred and twenty in Number, 
and tho’ I was not fure whether the 
Cargo of the Venetian really belong’d 
to the Engli/o, I thought my Doubt of 
it was fufficient Warrant for me, if 
not to attack and to make Prize of her, 
at leaft to demand the Service of her 
which I propos’d. 

I ruererore declar’d to her, that 
if fhe did not prepare to receive on 
board a certain Number. of Flufbing 
Prifoners that I had, fhe muft make 
ready for an Engagement; but her 
fear of being taken and carry’d ta 
France, made her comply with what- 
ever I defir’d. 

Besipes the Hundred and twenty 
Flufbingers, that I wanted to be rid of, 
I had alfo thirty Dutch Seamen on 
board, belonging to the great Prize, 
whom I referv’d to myfelf, to rein- 
force my Crew: For, as I faid before, 
I loft fourfccre Men in the Engage- 
ment, and had left thirty at Cephalo- 
ia, to guard the Ship which I had 
taken. 

Bur I had no longer any need of 
thofe thirty Dutch Sailors, I sa 

alfo» 
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alfo to get rid of them, and to put 
them on board the Venetian Ship. 

_Wuen they knew my Refolution, 
they all fell at my Feet, and defiring 
me te keep them with me, and to 
diftinguith them from the Flu/hingers, 
whom they cal]’d Robbers and Pyrates, 
they feem’d to be fo melancholy at 
the Thoughts of being confounded 
with People of that fort, that, being 
charm’d with their Probity, I detain’d 
them, and ‘carry’d ’em to Toulon. 

Wuen I overtook Pallas again, I 
was very far from telling him that I 
had got rid of the Flufhingers, for he 
wou’d not have fail’d to have incum- 
ber’d me alfo: with half of his Men, 
fo: that we continued our Courfe with- 
out my fpeaking one Word of the 
Matter. When we were at Toulon he 
landed his. Prifoners, and afk’d me 
why I did not put mine afhore like- 
herd 3 I then told him how I had rid 
my Hands of mine, at which he fmil’d, 
and own’d that I was not in the wrong 
to conceal it from him. 

Av our Arrival at Toulon, Pallas 
had Orders to fit out a couple of 
Pinnaces, and toreturn to Cephalonia to. 
take the Cargo out of the Prize which 
we had left there. As for me I was 
order’d immediately to Algier, to ob- 
ige thofe Corfairs to keep the ser 
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1696. For fince the Engagements they had 
enter’d into with Admiral Rufél, they: 
had done fome things which gave oc- 
cafion of Complaint. 

I wap refitted, and was preparing: 
to Sail, when I had Orders to refign 
my Ship to the Chevalier dz Pale, and 
to carry M. de Ferriol, the King’s 

His Com- Ambaffador to the Porte. This Order 

Rigneot ut mortify’d me exceedingly: For thus 

that feore. to take away my Ship, and to give 

me a Commiffion that wou’d tarn to 
no account, was, in a proper Senfe, 
leaving me to fhift for myfelf. Being 
vex’d to fee myfelf fo ill us’d, efpe- 
cially after a Campaign, in which I 
had fucceeded with Honour, and to 
the King’s Advantage ; I complain’d 
to the Minifter, and told him, that I 
did not expect fuch Treatment for my 
good Service: 

Brstpes this Letter, I wrote an- 
other to Bontems, wherein TI told him 
how fenfible I was of the Affront put 
upon me, of the Injuftice with which 
I was treated, and of the Scandal 

which it refleéted on me, it being a 
thing never known in the Sea Service, 
to degrade a Captain unlefs he had 
faiPd 7h his Duty. Bontems, who was 
never idle wien he had an Opportu- 
nity to do me a Pleafure, acquainted 
pats Majefty of the Wrong ete ee 

een 


4 


Count De Forsin. 529 
been done me, at which the King 1696s 
was furpriz’d, and refolv’d to afk the aA 
Minifter his Reafons for fuch Ufage of 
me. 

InpetEp, the Minifter was altoge- 
ther ignorant of this Alteration in the 
Navy-Office, becaufe it was the Com- 
miffioners own A&t and Deed; but left 
it fhou’d be underftood that he neg- 
le&ted thofe Particulars, which it con- 
cern’d him to attend to, he made An- 
fwer, without the leaft Confufion in 
Appearance, that, as he had nothing 
to objel againft my Conduét, he had 
not depriv’d me of my Ship to mortify 
me; and that, fo far was he from any 
Intention to make. me uneafy, that he 
had appointed me for the Command of 
two Ships. 

Havine thus extricated himfelf out 
of this Perplexity, the Voyage to Con- 
fantinople was out of the Queftion. I 
had Orders to fit out two Ships to cruife 
in the Mediterranean, to protec the 
Trade, and to give Chafe to the Ene- 
my’s Privateers. I mann’d them, but 
with much ado, becaufe all the Sailors 
had already been taken up for the gene- 
ral Armament. Neverthelefs, I made 
up my Compliment ; and notwithftand- 
ing a thoufand little Incidents which 
fomewhat retarded me, I was quickly 
ina Condition to put to Sea. My twa 

Ships 
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1696, Ships carry’d each fifty Guns. The fe- 
wArw cond had the Count de Hauiefort on 
: board. My particular Inftruétion from 

the Minifter was, to lie at Anchor be- 

fore Algier, in order to engage thofe 

Barbarians to keep the Peace. From 

Algier I had Orders to repair to Cepha- 

lonia, to convoy the Prize, and the two 
Pinnaces that accompany’d it. 

He taxesa In my Courfe, almoft parallel with 

Feds" Majorca, 1 took a very confiderable 

c Englifh Prize, which I fent to Toulon ; 

and, according to my Orders, I made my 

Appearance before Algier, from whence 

feveral poor Chriftian Slaves came a- 

board of me in the Night-time for Re- 

BppAnival fuge. When they arriv’d, they look’d 

"e ed’ more like dead Men, than any thing 

elfe ; for as I was pretty far out in the 

. Road, they were forc’d to {wim a great 

ay. 

Or the many Fellow-fufferers that 
try’d to follow them, fome. were 
drown’d, and others cry’d out for 
Help, in fuch a Manner, as cou’d not 
but raife Pity. 

., Elis Stra. I cov’p not tell what todo to fave 
sfagem to them, becaufe it was exprefly prohi- 
Board fome bited by feveral Treaties of Peace with 

Kan Cap the Algerines, to put out any Long- 
elves, Boats to favour the Efcape of their 
é Slaves. However, I was not willing to 

let thefe perith ; and therefore, in order - 
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to give them Affiftance without any ap- 
parent Contravention of the Treaties, I 
caus’d four hundred Fathom of Ropes 
to be put into my Ship’s Boat ; and 
order’d the Mafter to let out the Cord- 
age at fuch Places where he heard 
any Cry ; and in cafe he was dif- 
cover’d by the Turkifo {mall Craft, 
which was likely enough, thofe Barba- 
rians being always on the Watch, and 
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eruifing in the Road to hinder the Slaves - 


from efcaping ; I bad him to put the 
Oars into the Ship Boat, and to hale him- 
felf along by the Cable which he had, 
while I did the Jike on board. 

Ir happen’d as I forefaw it wou’d. 
The Turks fmall Craft fpy’d the Ship- 
Boat, and gave it chafe. The Mafter 
af it, who had already taken feveral 
of the poor Wretches on board, find- 
ing he was difcover’d, work’d the Boat 
in the manner that I had order’d him, 
and hal’d himfelf aboard the Ship, to 
which he was pull’d by main Force. 
The Ship Boat was fo nimble, that the 
Turks, with all the Speed they cou’d 
make, were not able to overtake it ; 


however, they follow’d it aboard, and © 


wonder’d how ’twas poffible, that a 
Veffel that was not navigated, cou’d 

go fafter than theirs. 
Tuey complain’d to me, that my 
Long Boat had carry’d off feveral of 
their 
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1696, their Slaves, contrary to Treaties. I 
wove told them they were miftaken, that my 
Long Boat was aboard all the while 3 
which tho’ it was very eafy to prove, 
they did not change their Note, but 
fill infifted on it, that they had feen 
the Boat at Sea; by the fame Token, 
faid they, that it flew like the very 
Wind, tho’ it was not navigated. Then 
turning it off with a Banter, Surely, 
faid I, *twas fome great Fith that you 
faw, for you knowas well as I, thata 
Boat can’t make any Way without an 
Oar. This put an End to the Difcourfe 
for that Time, and the Turks turn’d 
their Boats to Shore. 
At Day-break the Watch difcover’d 
a Slave fwimming to us, about a League 
from the Ship. I immediately order’d 
‘AnInfance Out the Long Boat to go to his Relief. 
‘stwhata He found him quite out of Breath, for 
doforLi- he had fwam above ten Leagues ; fo 
berry, great an Afcendant has the Love of Li- 
berty over the Minds of Men, and fo 
apt is it to put them upon attempting 
Things that are extraordinary, No 
doubt but this poor Chriftian woud 
have funk in the Effort, had it not been 
for a Piece of Cork under his Breatt, 
and fome Gourds under his Armpits, 
Mean time, there were great Com- 
plaints againft me at Algier , feveral of 
the principal Men held a tumultuous 
Affembly 
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Affembly at the French Confil’s Houfe; 16 96. 

who, to fatisfy them in fome Meafure, J 

fent the Drogman, or Interpreter to : 

me with fome of that Affembly, who 

came on board to reclaim their Slaves, : 
WHEN they demanded their Slaves, pie Zere: 

Ttold ’em, in fhort, that I had none their Slaves 

to reftore ; and that if I had, they 

ought not to expeét I wou’d give them 

ups that they knew that the King’s 

Ships, where-ever they came, were fuch : 

facred Sanétuaries, that thofe even of The Counts 

the Turks, who were. Slaves among the Expoftula- 

Chriftians, recover’d their Liberty, them on 

when they were happy enough to come ** Head. 

aboard ’em ; that for my own Part, 

they knew very well, that for fear of 

giving Uneafinef&, I had not been 

afhore, and thar I had even avoided 

going any farther into the Road ; that 

moreover, fince they were fo much con- 


~ cern’d for the Lofs they had fuftain’d 5 


it was their Bufinefs to have prevented 
it, by taking care, becaufe they knew 
very well, that nothing in the World 
is more natural to a Man, than the 
Love of Liberty, and that he is always 
ready to encounter any Danger for re- 
covering it. YVho’ they had much ado 
to {wallow thefe Arguments, yet they 
were fore’d to pafs it by. One of the 
Turks that came aboard, afk’d me, if 


_ one of his Slaves, who was wanting, 


was 
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: 1696. was not among thofe that took Refuge 

&s~p~ with me: I made him anfwer, that I 
cou’d not give him any Light upon 
that Head, and that I knew nothing 
of what he afk’d me. 

He reply’d to me in his Gibberifh, 
You anfwer me like a Sickle, fpeak direéily 
to me, and tell me whether my Slave is 
aboard thy Ship? If be be there, Iam 
not forry for it, ’tis bis good Fortune; 
but tell me if you know him, I will not 
feek him any more? I protefted to him, 
that I knew nothing of the Matter ; that 
indeed, I had heard Men calling round 
the Ship for Help’ but chat nor daring to 
fend oat my Long Boat, for fear of 
contravening the Prohibitions, they 
might be drown’d, or might bereturn’d , 
afhore. This Turk feem’d to be pleas’d™ 
with my Anfwer, and went his way. 

I ser fail next Day, and fteer’d for 
Cephalonia. We were about the Mid- 
die of the Channel, between the Ifles 
of Majorca and Sardinia, when we dif- 
cover’d a little Smack-fail, which was 
not farfrom us. We gave her Chafe, 
and when. we came up with her, found 
fhe was a little Algerine Corfair, with 
but thirteen Menon board, which had 
been drove by Strefs of Weather from 
the Coafts of Catalonia. 

I took the Mafter ‘aboard, and ex- 
amin’d his Pafs, and afk’d him aaa’ 

¢ 
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he was bound. J don’t know, faid he, 
Why do you afe? I made anfwer, Do 
Jou pretend to go to Sea, and don’t know 
bow to fail? "The. Corfair made me 
anf{wer, that he knew the Coaft of Bar- 
bary was the South, and the Land of the 
Chriftians the North; and, that he need- 
ed to know nothing more. 

I row’p this little Veffel, and pro- 
mis’d the Mafter to carry him to the 
Barbary Shore. With ail my Heart, 
faid he; but firff of all, I bave a Fa. 
vour to beg of you. What is it? {aid 1. 
You can eafily grant me my Requeft, re- 
Ply’dhe. Help me, for God's Jake, to 

, take the Chriftians. T laugh’d at his 

i Simplicity, and told him, that it was 

“an unreafonable Requeft, becaufe he 

; wou’d not help me to take the Turks, 
if I defir’d him never fo much. 
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Tis poor Wretch had above ten 


t Ulcers upon his Body. He was fo 
* filly as to imagine, that my Surgeon 
cou’d cure him inftantly ; and there- 
fore, he defir’d me, for the Love of 
God, to let him do it. His Stupidity 
rais\d my Compaffion. When he and 
all his Crew had eat heartily, they par- 
ly’d fome time among themfelves, and 
confulted what they fhou’d do: After 
which, having, no doubt, fome Mif- 
truft of me, théy defir’d Leave to be 
- gone, 
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gone, which I granted them with Plea- 


Tue Algerines have fuch an Itch for 
Pilfering, that when they were got a- 
board their little Veffel, they woud 
fain have ftole the little Cable by which 
their Veffel was moor’d to our Ship, 
but ’twas not in their Power. The 
Wind was very high, and the Sea fo 
{well’d, that they foon repented that 
they did not embrace the Affiftance I 
offer’d them, and defir’d to come on 
board again ; but I was refolv’d to have 
no more to do with ’em; and making 
all the Sail we cou’d, we foon loit Sight 
of ’em. ‘ 

In the Night-time, a very black 
Cloud was form’d on a fudden, which 
was accompany’d with terrible Thun- 
derand Lighining. For fear of a great. 
Storm, I caus’d all the Sails to be furl’d. 
There were above thirty Sz. Elmos (the 
Meteors we call Will with aWifp) about 
the Ship, and one in particular on the 
Top of the Fane of the Mainmaft, 
which was a Foot and a haif in height. 
J fent up a Sailor to fetch it down. When 
the Fellow was got up to it, he faid, 
that it made a Noife like the Hifs of 
Gunpowder that is fir’d when ’tis wet. 
Torder’d him to take off the Fane, and 
to come down; but # foon as he had 
taken it off, the Eire quitted it, and 
pitch’d 
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pitch’d upon the Top of the Matt, 16 oF. 
where it flay’d a long while, til] by j 
Cgrees it {pent it (elf Tho’ we fo 
but a heavy Shower of Rain for fome 
ours, which was fucceeded by fair 
eather. 
Wuen I came before Malia, ¥ in- TheCount's 
quir’d about M, Pallas, but he had Not (Lovage to 
nfeen there ; {> that I continu’d my and the 
Courfe, and arriv'dat Cephalonia, three ere, 
Days after he had been gone. When 
I found there was no Hopes of overty- 
king him, I was refolv’d to goand cruife 
off of the Fare of Mefina. ~J chofe thar 
Latitude rather than any Other, be- 
caufe the Enemy’s Merchant-Ships that 
trade from the Levant to Leghorn, fteer 
their Courfe that Way. 

HEN I was upon the Coatt of Cala. He forces 
oria, I fpy'd two Privateers of Majorca, Ee 
one of twenty-four Guns, and the other jorcatorus 
of eight. T hoifted £nglifo Colours, “eo 

and gave them Chace, They Prefently ; 
faw that they cou’d not avoid being 
taken, and therefore went and caft An- 
chor before the Town of Rochel, in the 
: Kingdom of Naples. Twent as near to 

em as the depth of Water wou'd Per- _ 
‘mit, hoifted French Colours, and began 
to cannonade them. The Town en- 
Cavour’d. to défend them with fome 
Paultry Pieces of annon 3 but I made 
Vou. I, Q fuch 
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fuch a Fire upon the Privateers, that 
not being able to hold out, they were 
oblig’d to run their Ships afhore, and 
then to abandon them, by which Means ° 
the Crewsefcap’d. They had not gone 
far, when eight Turks of Tripoli, whom 
the Majorcans had taken out of a French 
Bark, and left on board, hoifted the 
white Flag. The Long Boat and Ship 
Boat were fent aboard ’em, and took 
both the Ships ; in which, except the 
Turks, they found none bur dead and 
wounded Men, and a Monk clad in 
white. 

Durine this, the Inhabitants of the 
Place, who were Friends to the Major- 


¢ans, came ina Body to the Pert, with 


Arms. The Sight of ’em gave me 
fome Uneafineis ; I was refolv’d, in- 
deed, to kcep my Prizes at all Events, 
but after I had made myfelf Matter of 
7em, I did not care for another Bat- 
tle ; and as the Cafe ftood, I thought 
I cou’d do nothing better, than to fend 
fomebody afhore with Propofals of 
Peace. 

For this Embafly, I chofe the Monk, 
and bid him tell the Inhabitants from 
me, thatI had no Defign upon them 3 
that all I meant, was to keep the two 
Ships that I had taken; that it was 
ftrange they fhou’d take Arms to defend 
the Corfairs, whist from imeriting 

their 
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their Protection, ought to be confider’d 1696. - 
only as publick Robbers; that in fhort, ~~~ 
if they refolv’d to proteét them, J Pieatens 
fhou’d be fo far from yielding them up, te Town 
that I muft be oblig’d to bombard Press 
and cannonade the Town. The Monk vac.” 
difcharg’d his Conymiffion to Admira- 
tion, and a fort of Truce was conclu~ 
ded; during which, we work’d all 
Night in unlading the two Ships, i 
order to run them afhore. : 

Next Day, about ten 0’ Clock in 
the Morning, a Bark came in Sight, 
fteering, as it were, from Ale/ina, to- 
wards this Town. My Defire to take py, decove. 
_ this Ship, without being oblig’d to give a Bx, 
her-Chafe, made me hoift Englifh Co- faite Cons 
fours. The Bark, which was by this bore °° 
Means cafily decoy’d, put up Spaxifh 
Colours, and came towards us withouc 
the leaft Miftruft. Indeedwavery thing 
concurr’d to deceive her. For, how: 
cou’d the take me for a Frenchman, 
when fhe faw two Ships lying fo quiet- 
ly At Anchor before the Town? How- 
ever, fhe fent her Long Boat on board 
me with twenty-five Men, to know 
who I was, WhenI faw it approach, 
I made ready for a good Difcharge of 
fall Arms, and put ona Cap after the 


ay Fafhion.? As foonas the Long 


came near-enough to” be heard, 
they alld out, What News ? - Good 
aa Q3 News, 
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ww advane’d without the leaft Sufpicion, 


; Blows her 


and became an eafy Prey. 

Tue Bark, which wasin full Sight, 
perceiving the Snare, tack’d about in 
order to get off ; which was no lefs than 
T expeéted, and therefore I fir’d at her, 
and one of the Cannon-Bullets falling, 
as ill Luck wou’d have it, into the 
Gun-Room, fet Fire to the Powder, 
and blew her up. It was really a la- 
mentable Sight to fee all the Crew trem- 
bling in the Air, and falling down ina 
Moment half burnt, with the Splinters 
ef the Veffel, covering the Sea as it 
were, with dead Bodies, and the Wrecks 
of the Ship. 

I was not fo happy as to have either 
the Long Boat or Ship Boat aboard, 
they being both employ’d in the Guard 
of the two Privateers that were run 
afhore ; but I immediately fitted out 
the Long Boat which I had jut taken, 
fent it to the very Place where the 
Bark blew up, and was fo fortunate as 
to fave feven Men that were half burnt, 
among whom was a Frenchman. 

Tuts Veffel came from Naples, was 
fitted out for a Cruifing Voyage, and 
carry’d One hundred and thirty Men. 
When my two Majoraans were fet afloat 
again, I caus’d a httle;Merchane Veffel 
tobe burnt, that Lad taken-.in the 

: Read, 
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Road, fet Sail, and return’d to Malta, 
whither’I heard that Pallas was gone 
with his Convoy. 

I wap not been at Sea long enough 
to fpend all my Provifions ; befides, 
as the Seafon was not too far advane’d, 
I refolv’d to go a Cruifing off of Cape 
Corfe, imagining I fhow’d meet with 
fome Prize there, or at leaft that I 
fhou’d clear thofe Parts of the Ene- 
my’s Privateers. After having ftay’d 
there fome time, without perceiving fo 
much as a fingle Bark, I proceeded to- 
wards the Barbary Shore, and off of 
Cape Bon, I fpy’d three Ships, to which 
I gave Chafe.” I foon found by their 
W. sing, that they were French 5 arid 
Teft ‘they fhou’d be fo far intimidated 
as to run afhore, which was the only 

ay they had to efcape, I gave over 
the Chafe, and fent my Ship Boat to 
make them eafy. They came to me 
with Joy, and faid, there were nine 
other french Ships behind them richly 
laden. 

Tuese are very dangerous Seas for 
Merchant-Ships, and therefore I was 
willing to protect them from Infult in 
the beft manner I cou’d. For this End 
I detach’d the Count de Hautefort, with 
the two Majorgans that I had taken, 
He met with/them, and the whole 

“Q4 Fleet 
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Fleet joining me very foon, I put them 
under my Convoy, ‘and we went and 
caft Anchor before Beferti, where J gave 
to all of them Signals. 

Berore we fail’d, I fent for the 
‘Turks whom I had taken on board the 
Corfairs of Majorca, and told them, 
that tho’ they had been taken out of 
an Enemy’s Ship, yet, as we were at 
Peace with the Kingdom of T7ipoli, 
and as they themfelves had affur’d me 
they had been taken by the Majorcans 
out of a French Ship, I woud go, if 
they pleas’d, and put them afhore in 
a Country where they wou’d recover 
both their Liberty and the Exercife of 
their Religion. My View in it was to 
Jet them fee that the French were Men 


‘of Integrity, exaét Obfervers of Trea- 


tics, and grateful to their Friends, 
where-ever they met with em, 

Puese eight Turks were fo fenfibly 
affected with the Favour I offer’d them, 
that they fell at my Feet, kifs’d them 
feveral times, and, in their Jargon, 
with’d mea thoufaind Bleffings. I car- 
ry’d them myfelf to the Aga, gave 
them each a Piece of Eight, and then 
deliver’d them up to that Officer, in 
Prefence of all his Soldiers ; who, 
charm’d at the Generofity of the French,, 
feci’d infinitely pleadd with their 

-/  Punctualiry 


SeannanoS aeureeue 


BOOKS lately printed for 
J. PEMBERTON, at the 
Golden Buck againft St. 
Dunftan’s Church in Flect- 
Street. 


FOLIO; 


I. HE Works of ‘the moi Re-. 
verend’ Dr. Fohn Tillotfon, late 

Lord Archbithop of Canter- 

bury, in Three Vols. containing Two 
hundred fifty-four Sermons and Dif- 
courfes on feveral Occafions ; together 
with the Rule of Faith. TT’ which are 
annexed, Prayers compofed by him for 
his own Ufe; a Difcourfe to’ his Ser- 
vants before the Sacrament ;- and a 
Form of Prayer compofed by him for 
the Ufe of King William.. Together 
with three Tables to the whole : One 
of the Texts preach’d upon ; another 
of the Places of Scripture occafionally 
explained ; a third, an Alphabetical 
Table of Matters. The Ninth Edition; 
Price 24.155. 7 
: oR H, Tite 





BOOKS. printed for 

Il. The Werks of Fobn Locke, Efqs 
In Three Volumes; containing, 1. An 
- Effay on Human Underftanding. In 
Four Books. 2. A Letter to the Right 
Reverend Edward Lord Bithop of Wor- 
cefter, concerning fome Paffages relating 
to Mr. Locke’s Eflay of Human Un- 
derftanding ; in a late Difcourfe of his 
Lordfhip’s in Vindication of the Tri- 
nity. 3. Mr. Locke’s Reply to the Right 
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ties. 
: THESE poor Turks, who were half 

naked, were cloath’d next Day by the 

* Charity of their Countrymen. As for 
my own Part, I was glad, as I have 
faid, of an Opportunity of giving thofe 
Barbarians at the fame time, a good Opi- 
nion of our Nation, and of faving the 
Court the Expence which they muft 
have been at to have fent thofe Prifon- 
ers to their own Country, which woud 
have been the Cafe unavoidably, confi- 
dering that they had not been taken 
from the Majorcan Privateers, if they: 
. had not been taken before on board.a 
. French Bark: My Conduct was fo ve~ 
ry pleafing to the Minifter, that he 
made me fenfible of his Satisfaétion. 

From Beferti I proceeded with my He anives 
Convoy to Marjeilles, where we happily with te 
landed. The Arrival of the Fleet, Merchants 
which had above, ren Millions on ja yeneig 
board, was fo great a Pleafure to the 
Merchants, that in Acknowledgment 
of the Service I had done them, the 
Chamber of Commerce coniulted to 
make me a Prefent of Two thoufand 1335 Pretent 
Livres, which I only accepted as a fom the 
Compliment, after I had obtain’d the ““"""* 
Minifter’s Leave. 
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1696. Tuo’ the Baths of Digne, as I have 
wrarw already faid, had heal’d the Wound 
T receiv’d at the Fight of La Hogue, 

yeta Pain remain’d in my Leg, whichat 

times prov’d very troublefome. I defir’d 

Leave of the Court to ftay afhore 

fome time for my Cure. M. de Pont- 
chaxtrain return’d me a very obliging 
gtinecoutt’s Anfwer, and granted my Requett, on 
epatisfacti- Condition, that when I was in a Ca- 
oan’ te pacity to ferve, I wou’d give him No- 


Conduct, tice of it. 


Tue following is a Letter I -re- 
ceiv’d from M. de Pbelipeaux, upon 
the fame Subject, a little after the 
Anfwer I had from M. de Pontchar~ 
train. 


S1rR, 

MY? father muft have told you how 
well the King is fatisfy’d with your 
Conduct, and the Zeal you bave difcover’d 
for bis Service. Iam very forry for your 
_ Indifpofition. I wifh that it does nat 
hinder your Return toSea. In the mean 
Time you muft be careful not to take too 

much upon you. 

Sign’d, 


PHELIPEAUX. 
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Wuen I was cur’d of my Indifpo- 1696, 
fition, I fent Notice of it to the Mini- } 
fter, who gave me the Command of a He his the 
Ship call’d the Happy Return. Not of another 
long after this, I had Orders to attend $"'?44 
the Count d’ Eftrees, who was to tothe Siege 
Command the Naval Army defign’d ob Earcele: 
for the Siege of Barcelona, of which 
the Duke de Ven/eme had the Direction. 
This Siege, which was remarkable 
both for the Vigor of our Attack, 
and for the furious Sallies which the 
Enemy made upon us, was very tedi- 
ous, which oblig’d M. de Ven to 1697. 
fend for the Gunners out of our Ships, Wjnua, 
and tor the Officers to command them; 
and foon‘after he caus’dall the Soldiers to 
come afhore, of whom he form’d a Ba- 
tallion, which mounted the Trenches 
in their turn as well as the Land 
Forces. 

I reparr’p immediately to the 
Count de Luc, who commanded one 
of the Batailions of the Galleys. One 
Morning, the Bailiff de Noailles, who 
was to command the Trenches in Quali- 
ty of Lieutenant General, had caus’d a 
great Breakfaft to be prepar’d for the 
Officers. We were aétually at Table HisUnceny 
under the Shelter of the Capuchins {ike ana 
Convent, when a Bomb from the of a Bombw 
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| #697, the Place where we were Eating,’ and 
“~~ in a Moment every. Man fell flat on’ 
their Bellies to the Ground, - iH the’ 
Shell had burft. I was going to do 
.. the fame, but- obferving that it fell- 
‘upon foft Ground, into which it funk, 
. found there was no Danger, took’ 
my Place again very calmly at Table’ 
without their perceiving it, and eat on,+ 
‘as if nothing had happened. When. 
all the Gentlemen rofe up agdin, they: 
wonder’d to fee that I-had not chang’*d! 
~my Situation, upon which I banter’d. 
. them for their fruitlef Precaution, and 
the Entertainment concluded with mer-- 
ry Jefts upon that Article’? “. . 
Thectty - MzAn -Time the City was fo. 
“us hard pref'd, that it furrender’d at 
ok upon’ very~honourabie—Ferms;- 
of which I fhali not relate the Par. 
ticulars, becaufe ’tis foreign to my 
The Connt Subject. The Marines were put on 
ieee board again foon after, and I was fent 
Sout, out to get Intelligence, ; : 
Hemeetsa_’ Nor far from the Coatts of Catalonia 
Thiet EF met with a Spanifh Ship laden with 
fyars Minin Fryars, who, tothe Number of 
near Three Hundred, were juft come 
‘ from a Town in Spain, where they had 
been“to chufe their General. “Fho* 
’ they had Paffés, I carry’d them to M: 
@ Eftrees, who-faid to mé with a Smile, 
s- What 
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What the Devil would you have me do 1697. 
with all thefe Minims? we foan’t have wy 
Oil enough in the Army to keep them for’ 
Two Days. Upon this he order’d me 
to fend them away with all Speed, fay- . 
ing they wou’d be a delicate Prize for 
the Algerines. See on 
= Tue Fleet coming not long after 
f0 Toulon to unrig, the Marthal @ Efrees 
made me go on board a Ship call’d, -. ae 
_ The Trident, with Orders to fail to Genoa Peale es 
and Leghorn, to take the Merchant ‘ 
Ships, which I found there, under “my 
Convoy, and carry them to France, 
I was but eight Days in my Voyage. 
That L might lofeno Time, I flay’d , 
under fail before Gexoa, and fent m 
Ship-Boat thither with a Letter for the 
French Confal, to know if there was 
any thing to be done there for the 
King’s Service; but he fent me word, 
that there was nothing to do for the 
prefent. : 3 
From Genoa I fteer’d my Courfe for And ts 
-. Toulon, where I receiv’d.an Order from Tosion. 
the King to go on board another Ship, 
call’d the Serigqus, which was the fineft 
Sailor in the whole: Navy. M. @? 
Eftrees, who gave me this Order, had 
receiv’d another, at the fame Time, 
. , for arming the Vigilant, and to put the © 
” :Sieur Bidau on board, - who was Cap- 
.-. tain of a Ship, : “ - 
< $ 
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eo; Wo Sardi- 
. aia to noti- 
:; fy thegene- 
: tal Peace, 


MEMOIRS of the 


As Bidau was my Senior, and his 
Ship not fo confiderable as that to 
which I was order’d, he left no Stone 
unturn’d to have another Ship. He 
feem’d to take fuch Umbrage at it, 
that when he defpair’d of carrying his 
Point by his own Intereft, he work’d 
underhand, by the Intereft of Women, 
who manag’d fo arttully, ‘that they 
made the Count d@’ Ejtrees his Friend. 

Tuis Nobleman wou’d fain have 
oblig’d me, more than once, to give 
my Confent to an Exchange; and at 
laft, after feveral Arguments Pro and 
Con, which did not promote our A- 
greement, the Court being defirous to 
fatisty M. d@? Ejtrees, made the Altera- 
tion themfelves, which I all along re- 
fus’d, and likewife gave me the Tri- 
dent, with Orders to Convoy fome 
Merchant Ships as far as Cape Bon, 
and then to go before Barcelona, to 
receive the Orders of M. de Vendome. 

I sev out accordingly, and at my 
Arrival before Barcelona, found Orders 
from Court, which, by virtue of the 
general ‘Peace, forbad me to ftop any 
of the Enemy’s Ships. I was alfo or- 
der’d to fail to Sardinia, to notify the 
Peace to the Viceroy, and to flay in 
thofe Parts to drive away the Enemy’s 
Privateers. In purfuance of this Order 
T fail’d to Cagliari, where two Major- 

, can 
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can Privateers unrigg’d after the News 
I brought them of the Peace. 

Nor far: from hence, as I was al- 
moft over againft the Ifland of St. 
Peter, ‘Thunder broke upon our Ship, 
about four o’Clock in the Morning, 
with fo terrible a Clap, that it made 
the ‘Very Poultry, and the Sheep, cry 
out. When it was Day we found one 
of our Sailors ftone dead upon the Prow 
of the Ship, with his Eyes quite open, 
and his Body in fuch a natura) Actitude, 
that he feern’d as if alive. After ha- 
ving fearch’d him, and found not the 
leaft Contufion upon his Body, I caus’d 
him to be open’d, and no part of his 
Entrails feem’d to be out of order, fo 
that undoubtedly he was ftifled on the 
Spot by the Lightning. 

Wuice we continued in thefe Parts, 
I fhot a great Fifth, which the Fifher- 
men call Monge, it weigh’d above four- 
fcore hundred, and my Servants melted 
the Fat of it, out of which they ex- 
tracted two Batréls of Oil, which they 
fold at Toulon for fifty Livres. 

Some Daysafter this, while we were 
at Anchor withother French Ships, in 
the Gulph of Palmos, ftill upon the 
Coaft of Sardinia, one of the Captains, 
whofe Name was Richard, going in his 
Chin-hnar with a Sail. to take up fome 
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A. Man. 
kill’d on 
hoard his 
Ship by 
Lightning. 


The Count 
fhoots a 
great Fith, 


A Captain 
like tebe 4 
drown’d by 
the over-- 
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- 1697. turn’d, upon which I immediately fent 

\“v~ out mine to help him, fo that nobody 

was drown’d ; but the Captain was fo . 

terrify’d, that he had much ado to come: 

to himfelf. I ftay’d in thefe Parts til] 

M. de Franc, a Captain of a Ship, 

The Covsr's brought me Orders to come and lay up 

Reet, my Ship at Toulon, where I arriv’d in 

Teulon. a few Days, and went Home to take 
fome Refrefhment. 


End of the First Vouumm .-- 
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